"Her...nepxkuch nogansine! He mogxomu ko mMHe...axxx " Crosamas FOu Mal Kpudana U IIiHana CBoe
ofesino, Kak MaHbsAK. FOi Maii cena ¢ nuuomM, noyiHeIM noTa. [Kakoro yepta? [ToueMy MHE CHUTICS
[Ta#t Haus?] KO#t Maii GBICTPO IPUKPELUIA IPyOb, ocMaTpuBas cebs. OHa B3moxHyMa. K cyacThio, 3TO
OBLTT BCET0 JIUIIb COH.

*IIBeph OTKPHIBAETCS* B KOMHATY BOexkana Yy Maii. "Cso13e, TH B opsiake? f ycrbliana KpUky. "
Yy Mait 6pocumnachk K ee kpoBaTu. FOit Mait BhITepa MOT co ji0a pykaBoM. "MHe MIPHUCHUIICS IIJTIOXOU
coH. MHe npucHumnocs, 4yro [1sit Haus BepHyca."

"Csio113e, Kak 3TO MOXKET OBITh AYPHEIM CHOM?"

"Bot Tak. CKOJIBKO ceriuac BpeMeHu? "Pa3gpaxenHo cupocuna IO#u Mai. Ee HacTpoeHue OBIII0
ucrnopuyeno. axe korga [1s#1 Haus He ObIIO 30€Ch, OH UCIIOPTHUII €M HAaCTPOEHHUE.

"Csior3e, BHI mpoctanu o6en. A 6osmack, 4To TH Oy/Ielb CriaTh 10 Beuepa."

"¢ tak monro cmana? " FOit Mai riy6oKo B3OOXHYa. ITO Bce u3-3a Toro riymnoro I'Y [Ilao. OHa He
MOTJIa IepecTaTh AYMaTh O IIpu3paKax BCIO HOYb.

O=a cHsIa ofesyio U BCKOoYMia ¢ KpoBaTu. "Uy May, nail MHe MOU MYyXKCKOU KOCTIOM. Y MeHS
ceropusa ceupanue." Korga Yy Mau 3aMelkanace, KO Ma MaxHyia pyKou, IIprKa3aB IIOCIIEIIUTh.
"Csou3se, Thl HE MOXKEIIb YUTU CerogHs. TBos CBEKPOBbL CKOPO Ipueper.”

"Uto BHI ckazanu? " FOi Mai nouncTuna yxo, Kak 6ynTo He paccibiiiana. " Te06s HempaBUIbHO
paccnsliana?"

"BbI IpaBUNIBHO pacChbIany. MMnepaTpuila CKOpo npuener.”

"Ot1a BegpMa! OHa ABHO UCIIOJIB3YET 3TO BPeMs, U3feBaeTcsd Hago MHOU BMecTo [1au Haus. "0 Mau
IIOJI0KUJIa PYKHU Ha Taluio, KOrga OHa BOOXHYJIa U BHIOXHYJIa TOpS4YXi BO3OyX. Bce, 4ero ona
XOTeJla, 9TO IMOBECEMUThCA. ITO ObIO0 Tak TpyaHO? CHadana [1si Haub Mellan ee c4acThio, TeEPhb
9TO ObIJIa ero MaTh.

O Maii TompKO 3aKOHYHMJIa CBOM YTPEHHUM puTyar, Korga 1[3u Op Bouwna B KoMHaTy. Jlumo Ou Maii
3aropenocs. [1o KpailiHeil Mepe, IePBEIM, KOT'0 OHa yBUAENa, OB KTO-TO, KOTO OHa X0TeJla YBUAETh
BMECTO CBO€H 37101 CBEKPOBU.

"Cectpa FOu Mau. "IIpuBeTcTBoBana LI3u 3p.

"113u Op, TH 30ece. Capguck. "FOu Maii BcTasna co cTyna u notanyna L3u 3p K cromny. "TH ciaydauHo
He NpuHecsa xopoumme HoBocTu? K npumepy, Ee BenuuecTBo pemmia He HaBelaTth Hac? "oHa Ovlna
TaK B3BOJIHOBAHA, 4TO 1131 Op HEBOIBHO paccMessack. Eciiu uMnepaTpula yCIbIIUT 3TO, OHa
omnpepnesieHHO OyneT XMypuThcsa Ha Tymyio KO Maii.

"TIpocTH, 4TO UCOPTHIa Tebe HaCTPOeHUe, HO 5 MpHUIllIa 3a To60i. MaMa ceiiuac B CeBepHOM
IBopIle, s IpHIIa, 4YTOOH COMpPoBOXKAaTh Tebs. "LI3u Ip uyBcTBOBaia ce6ss BUHOBATOM, IIOTOMY UTO
IIpUHeCIIa IJI0X1e HOBOCTU. Bups, Kak pacctpoeHa KO M»aii, oHa 4yBCTBOBana cebs yKacHO.
EnvHCcTBEeHHas HeBeCTKa, KOTOpas He HpaBuiIach uMieparpuile I1uH, BeposiTHO, Obiyta FOi Maii.

"XopoIo, naBai MOKOHYUM C 3TUM. " COCKONb3HYB co cTyna, KOt Maii 3acTaBuna cebs IOTHITHCS C
CUIEHbBS.

Bcro gopory LI3u 9p uyBcTBOBana, uTo TAHET HOit Msii Bce 3T0 BpeMs. UTO AeByIIKa AelCTBUTEIHHO



He xoTesa uaTu. [lepetackuBanue KOt Mait ObITIO TPEHUPOBKOM caMmo 1o cebe. Eciu 651 LI3u Op
3Hajla 0 TaKOM ee COTPOTUBIIEHUH, OHA OBl HUKOTA He MPHIIIIa.

Yy Mo, JIu Jly u JIun JIy pasroBapuBanu Mexnay co0oi, a UX JIeOu COMPOBOXKOanu apyr apyra. C Tex
TI0p, KaK WX JIEOU MOAPYKUIUCH, OHU BTPOEM Hadaiu (pOpMUPOBaTh LIBETYIIYIO APYXKOY APYT C
npyrom. Uy Maii faxe xoTena, 4Tobbl cynpyra Hyan npuxonuna Kaxabii feHb, YTOOH T000NITATh C
JIu Jly u Jlun Jly.

1131 9p ocTaHOBHUIACH Y TJIAaBHBEIX BOPOT. "Ynrbatics. " Ona HanmoMHusa FO# Mai. Ot Maii
IIOBEPHYJIAch K HeH U yNbIOHyIach CAMOM y2KaCHOW ¥ YPOMJIMBOM yNBIOKOH. "BOT Tak? "UTrpuBO
CIIPOCHJIA OHA.

"FO#t Mai1, ¢ To60M CIUIIKOM TPYAHO CIipaBUThHCS."L[31 Ip cierka yaapuia ee 1o pyke.

Kak TonbKO BOPOTa OTKPBUIUCH, TIOCTIBIIIAIICS CIa0BIH 3BYK I'yK3H U QIIeHTH. ITO He ObIIO II0X0XKe
Ha OBICTPYIO ONTHMUCTUYHYIO MeJIonuio, KoTopyio KO Maii crbiiiana Buepa. Ha 3TOT pa3 3To ObINa
OuYeHb TUXas U CIOKoMHasg Menonus. 3BykKu ¢meiTrl? I'Y [llao Toxke OB 37€Ch.

Korpa onu gocturnu nasunboHa, ©s1 HuH cupena cHapyKu aBUIbOHA Ha TOJICTOM MOAYIIKE C
ryk5HOM Ha KoneHsx, a ['Y llao crosn B mare no3anu Hee. L3u 9p u KO Masui TUX0 NOAHSAIUCE 110
JIeCTHUIIE B MaBUIbOH. MIMIIepaTpuIla 3aKphijia Iria3a 4 MOJI0XKHKIIa TOJI0BY Ha PYKy Ha cToi. OHa
IIOrPy3uJiaCh B MUPHYIO MEJIOAUIO.

Ouu ob6a Tuxo cenu, He Oecrnokos uMmnepartpuuy. I'Y [Ilao O mepBHIM, KTO UX yBUAen. Ero rimasa
BCTPETUJIUCH C Ina3aMu FOu Maiu. FOu Mau nonpuBeTCTBOBaJIa €ro u3fajieka JIerkuM KuBkoM. ['Y
[ITao, BMeCTO TOTO, UYTOOBI KUBHYTH B OTBET, OIIYCTHUJI TJIa3a, CMOTPS Ha 3eMtio. OH OBl
OEeVCTBUTEIbHO CMyIeH. YBuaeB FOi Maii CHOBa, OH BCIIOMHUJI IIPOIITYI0 HOYb. OH M30 BCEX CHUJTI
crapa’scs He o0pallaTh Ha Hee BHUMaHUs, HO I'Jla3a BbIOABaJd €ro.

I71s1 Hero 3T HEeCKOJIbKO MUHYT CTajIi OueHb HeJloBKUMU. KO Mbaii, ¢ gpyroii CTOPOHE, Ka3aiock, He
oOpailliajia BHUMaHUS Ha €ro CTPaHHbIe JelcTBUS. Bce, UTO CIy4Yunocs BYepa, ObIIO s Hee
TPUBUAJIBHEIM.

I'nmaza 'y [ITao Oblix He eNUHCTBEHHBIMY, 3aHATHIMU ria3aMu, F0i Mol Toxe Oblyia 04eHb 3aHATA. .
OHa cMmoTperna 3a cuHel 0a004YKOM IPSIMO 3a MaBUIBLOHOM. Korja oHa BOIIa B TaBUJIBOH, OHA
IIOAHSIA anel B Bo3ayx. Kak no Bonme6cTBy, 6abouka npr3eMnniach Ha ee masel. 1 oHa
yneibHynacek. ['Y Illao mo#imar 3TOT IpeKpaCHBIM MOMEHT.

®sit HuH HaxMypuiach, KOraa MoHsa, HaCKOIbK0 HeoObruHOM Oblyta dreiita I'Y 11lao mo cpaBHEHHIO
¢ ee ryxk5H0oM. OH Havas 3aMe[JIAThCSI HeKOTOpOoe BpeMs Ha3an. OHa [Jaxke urpaja MefJjieHHee,
4YTOOB COOTBETCTBOBAThL €MY, HO €T0 (prieiiTa CTaHOBIIACH Bce Goiee u 6ojiee TUXOU C TeUEHUEM 3TUX
MUHYT.

['V Illao He 3HaJ, YTO OH HayaJl BRIXOOUTDH U3 cebsi. ETo masnblibl MponycTunu ynap, korma FOu Mai
BCTasa, 4YTOOHI IipecnenoBaTh 6abouky. ®ait HUH ocTaHOBMIA T'YUXK3H, U UMIepaTpuiia [IMH OTKphiIa
rnasa. "[llao, 9yTo-TO cyumnock? Y TeOs1 HUKOTTa paHbIlle He ObII0 TPo6JieM C 3TOi ecHeH.
"Cnpocwuia ero matb. OHa 3ameTuna Bce omuOku ['Y 1Ilao, HO pelrnia UTHOPUPOBATD UX. Temeps,
KOI'7la OHa ImogyMasia 06 9TOM, YTO-TO CIYYHUIIOCh C €€ CHIHOM.

"Ta, 35T, Teb6st uTo-TO Oecmokout?" Hun @3 moBepHYyIIa IrojIoBy ¥ 00€CIIOKOEHHO IIOCMOTpesa Ha
Hero. I'Y [Ilao cHayana mocMoTtpen Ha KO Mbaii, KoTopasi TakxXe IlepecTalia IpeciiefoBaTth 0a00uKy, a
3aTeM IOBEPHYJICS K MaTepH. "[Ipoimny mpoienusi. [I0IKHO OBITh, S He BBICIIAJICS IIPOIIION HOYbIO."



"[ITao, TH Tepsellb XBaTKY."

Bce nmoBepHynIuCh K BOPOTaM, KOTrfia yCABIIIAIN rOJI0C MyK4YuHEL. "Baiie BricouectBo." Hun ®an
OBICTPO ITOCTaBMIa I'y2K9H BHU3 U BcTana. OHa IIepBOM BeceJio HalpaBuiack B CTOPoHY [1311 HaHs.
Mun dub u L[3u Op OGBICTPO MOCTIEN0BaNY 3a Hell, KOTa OHU BCe YCTPeMUIUCh K HeMy. KOt Mai
Obly1a, BEPOSITHO, eAMHCTBEHHOU, KTO ObLI HecuacT/IUB. HeyIUBUTENBHO, UTO €l IPUCHUIIOCH, 4TO [19ii
Hanb BepHyJCcs. ITo OBIIO TOX0XKe Ha mpeadyBcTBre. OH BepHYJICS IIOpPaHbIIIe.

"Baiiie BEICOYECTBO, BBl PaHO BEPHYIUCH. f Tak cyacTiauBa. "®31 HuH nonpuBeTCTBOBAsIa €ro.

"Bare BbICOYECTBO moxynenu. "obaBuna MuH fHb, ¥ OCIIETHUM, KTO YTO-TO CKa3al, Oblia
coepxkanHas 1[3u Jp. "C Bo3BpameHueM, Bamre BricouectBo. " [19#1 Haub yasIOHYICS BCEM CBOUM
JKeHaM, KUBHYJI M1 OTBETUJI Ha BCE UX BOIIPOCHI.

Yepes munyTy unu ase [1au Haue HanpaBuics K nmaBuiboHy. "HaHb, Tl BepHyscs." ['Y Ilao
IIONIPHBETCTBOBAJI CBOETO CTaplero Opara. "fl He fymasi, UTO BEPHYCH U YCIIBIY TaKKe y2KaCHbIE
HaBBIKM UTPH Ha (reiiTe. [JonKHO OLITH, TH pacciabuics, Korma MeHs He Obiio. " 1911 HaHb
MOLIYTHUJI ¥ MATKO MOTPSIC TJIeY0 Milafauiero 6para.

"B cnepyromuii pa3 y MeHs nony4dutcs nydure." Pagoctao otsetun ['Y Ilao.

[TonpuetrctBoBas I'Y Illao, [1sit Hanb moBepHyICA K IaBUILOHY. B LIeHTpe MaBUIbOHA CHUeNa C
ynbIOKOM ero MaTh. C3aAu CTOsINIa HEYKoXKas u HecdyacTHas FOi Maii, Kak cTaTys, ep3as MajbllaMu.
[Tsit Haub x0Te OPOCUTHLCS K HEM ¥ OTPyraTh ee, HO CO CBOMM CTATyCOM U JIOObMHU BOKPYT HETO, OH
He MOT.

"Mawma."I1s11 HaHb NONPUBETCTBOBA CBOIO MaTh.

"HaHb, IT03BOJIb MHE B3TJIIHYTH Ha TeOd. " MiMmepaTpuila MefijieHHO MTOAHSAIACh M OCMOTpENIa CHIHa,
y6emuBUINCE, YTO OH He paHeH. "Cympyra Bau mpaBa. B moxymenu. Pa3Be BBl He e/Tu?
"00eCIIOKOEHHO CIIPOCHUJIA OHA.

"Ena Oblyia He Tak X0OpOIlla, KaK MaMUHAa CTPSMHSA. Sl He MOT MHOT'O €CTh."

"Tvl raymblil pebeHok. 4 0yay rotoButh Ojis Tebs. CHadana OTHOXHHU, a IOTOM KTO-HUOYOb IPUHECET
Tebe eny." Bunsi, 4To ee CHIH BHITTIIOUT TaKUM YCTaNBIM, ee cepaie 6omneno. OHa fepKasach 3a ero
pyKy. "Ceituac s npuroTosyio Tebe noects. OcTaBaiics B CBOeH KOMHATE U IIOCIIA HEMHOT'0, XOpo1I0?"

"9u." TonbKo mMOCyIe TOro, Kak oHa ybemgumnach, uto 191 HaHb B mopsike, OHa yIIja.

[1sit Haub cMOTPET, KaK YXOOUT ero MaTh. Kak TOJBKO OH OBIJI YBEPEH, UTO OHA VIIIa, OH CHOBA
IIOBEPHYJ ronoBy K FOu Mbaii, KoTopas Bce ellle CTogjIa TaM, Kak cTaTyd. OHa HAYero He cka3ana. OH
HUYero He cka3zain. "®au HuH, mpoBomu MeHs o6paTHO." BHe3anHo, [19it Haub moBEpHYJICS CIMHON K
HOit Man 1 nanpasuncs Kk ®a3i1 Huu. ®s1t Hue caMogoBonbHO mocMoTpena Ha FOu Mo, npexie yeM
B34ThCA 3a pyKy [1a11 Hans.

Korpa FOi1 M cTosina ceiidac nepep I[1si1 Hanewm, oHa He 3Haa, 4To eMy cKa3aTh. OHa x0Tena
cka3aTh "JJoOpo moxKamoBaTh', HO €e POT He XOTeN MOJUNHSITLCS ee KoMaHne. OHa He MOra
IIPOM3HECTH HU CIIOBa.

Ee rnaza cnepunu 3a ¢urypoii I[1s#1 HaHs, Korga oH men pyka o0 pyky ¢ ®ait Hun. OHa B3moxHy1a
TOJIBKO II0CJIE TOTO, KaK O0Jblile He MOTJIa er0 BULETh.



['Y ITao, KOTOPHIM BCe 9TO BpeMs Habimofan 3a Helo cO0Ky, mouyBCcTBOBas obneruenue. OH ceiidac
yyBCTBOBaJ cebst 6oee 03aboueHHkIM, Habmonas 3a 19t Hanem u FOit Mait BMecTe, yeM Korpma I
Hawnb 6b11 ¢ @it Hun. Ecniu O6b OH 3HaJ, YTO Y HETO B T'OJIOBE TaKKe MBIC/IH, OH OBl He ITPU3HAJ 3TOrO.
Ou Ow11 pap, uto I19it Haub He nmpusnaBan it Maii. He3aBucKHMO OT TOT0, KakK 3710 3TO 3By4aso, OH
o1 pap, uTo I[1si HaHb He UCIIBITHIBANI HUKAKKUX 4yBCTB K KO Moii.

OH Me[nIeHHO HampaBWiCAd K naBuiaboHy. "FOu Mai, T B mopsigke? " ¢ TPEBOTOM CIIPOCUIT OH, VBUTEB,
KaK OIIeJIOMJIEHO ee JIUIIO.

Kak 6ynTo KOt Mait He Bugena cTpororo I1s#1 Haus, ona yneibuynacek I'Y Illao. "Co MHOM Bce B
IIOpsigKe, HO.....c To60M HeT." OHa yKa3asia Ha Hero nasbleM.

"¢ He B mopsnKe? " ero OPOBU U3OTHYJIUCH C JIIOOOMBITCTBOM.

"9OH. TBOI HaBHIK UTPH Ha ¢uelTe yKaceH. Tol 3a6omen?" KOt Mait mpoTsHya PyKy, Koraa
cobupasack IOJI0XKUTH THIbHYIO CTOPOHY J1afloHu eMy Ha J100. I'Y IITao pa3BoyiHOBAJICS U CAeanl 1iar
Ha3af. "MHe HyKHO UATH. YBUAKUMCS 103Ke. "V Hero Obll HeJloBKUi ronoc. O4eHb HeloBKuu. ['Y
[Tao He man FOu Mau maHCa cKa3aTh ellje OOHO CJI0BO, KOTZa OH YMYaJiCs.

CHauaita 9To Ovlnmu gedicTBust I1911 HaHst, KOTOpBbIE OCTABUJIU €€ B 3aMeIIaTeIbCTBE, TEIEPh 3TO OBIIN
merictBusa I'Y Iao.

Bce aT0 cMaTeHKE 3aKOHYMIIOCH, KaK TOIbKO OHa Bolllia B cBoM FOxHEIM [IBopel. EmuHCTBEHHOE
MeCTO, KOTOPO€e OHa MOTJjla Ha3BaTh paeM, MeCTO, rfie He 0 yeM 6eCroKOuThCS. [1o0 KakKoHu-TO
npuuuHe, FO#t Mait 4yBCTBOBasa, YTO OyIeT 3aHUMAThLCS Kamurpadued. [1o caMoro paHHero Bedepa
OHa COBEPIIEHCTBOBaJIa CBOU IoYepK. OHa TOIBKO 3aKOHYMJIIA, KaK pa3falics CTYyK B OBEPb.

Yy Mboii 6pICTPO OTKpPHUTA. [Ipuiia ropauydHas u3 aBopia [19# Haus. Monomas ropHUYHAs BOIIa B
KOMHATy ¥ IpuBeTCcTBOBasla O Maii ¢ BenmuyaumM yBaxeHueM. "[IpuBeTCTBYIO Bac, Muienu. Bul
Obl1u n30paHbl CIykuTh Ero BricouecTBy cerogus BeuepoM. [ToxkaiyiicTa, HIOOTOTOBBTECH
COOTBETCTBYIOIUM 06pa3oM.”

II'[_ITO?II

Buumanue! 3TOT nmepeBom, BO3MOXKHO, €ITé He TOTOB.
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