Bcrpetus uMmneparopa, LI3toHb Xya nousn, 4To npuHl Tad CioaHb ObT IpaB. MiMmiepaTop ¢ pagoCcThio
otgas Obl TPOH TeM, KTO XOTes Okl 00beIUHUTD MAThH OOBIINUX KOPOJIeBCTB. Y LI3toHb Xya He OBLI0
HUKAKOTO KeJlaHUsS 00BeOUHSTHCS, HO OHA NeUCTBUTENbHO OymeT 60pOoThCsS ¢ HUMU BceMu. CHoemnaTh
UX BparaMu ObLJIO yKe OIpeNesIEHHO.

"¢] He yBepeH B 00beOMHEHUN", - MeJIeHHO cKa3asa YkyH Xya. "Eciu roBopuTh 0 Me4dTe 00beIUHUTD
BCe KOPOJIEBCTBA IIOfl OMHUM 3HAaMeHeM, TO 3TO JOMKHb ObTh Haurmour Cy YkuH u gpy3bs”.

"OHu TBOH APY3bs. [Touemy Onl TeOe He mOroBopuTh ¢ HUMu?" cupocui Tan CioaHb. OH 00BSICHUI
LI3108b Xya, YTO OH He IIPUHII, a JIUIIb 071aTOPOAHBIN U3 KOPOJIEBCTBA 3a pekoi. OH ImpuIles Kak
IIpeCTaBUTEIIb UX CTOPOHHL.

"UxxyH MUH - 3TO CMepTh, Jaxe OHU He 3HaloT 00 aToM", - oTBeTun YKyH Xya. ToT pakT, 4TO OHA
Obl1a YkyH MUH OBITIO YUTO-TO, UTO OHA XOTeJla IIOXOPOHUTH B mpoIuioM. OHa 6osbllle He UMela
HaMepeHUs CHOBa CTaTh MyKYKMHOM, HO TaK KakK CerogHs oHa Obljla 0fjeTa KaK MyzK4MHa, 3TOT
YeJIOBEK Y3HAI ee.

Tan CroaHb Ha CEKYHIy mogyMat. "f yBepeH, 4To ceMbsi HaHTTIOHT Toxe mpuemeT cioga. OmHaKIb
MMIIePaTOp MPEenIoKUI TPOH OOHOMY M3 YJIeHOB ceMbyu HaHTIOHTOB."

"Haurmour Cyka?"

YxxyH Xya g0 CHX ITOp MTOMHUT 00¥ HECKOJILKO MeCSIEB Ha3afl. B To BpeMs oHa Oblila TeHepaaoM u
cpaxarsachk ¢ ¢poHTa. OHa CIIBIIIaza HOBOCTH O ImeperoBopax Haurmour Coyka ¢ ©MIIepaTopoM
KoposeBcTBa FOaub. Ka3anochk, 4To comepxkaHue OUCKYCCUU He OBIIO IT0X0XKe Ha TO, YTO OBIIO
CKa3aHO B HOBOCTSIX.

Ecnu unen cembpr HaHTIOHT mpueneT ciofa, 6ymeT u 9To 03Ha4yaTh, 4To Cy UXKuH mpuemgeT ciofma?
KakuMm-To o6pa3oM UxkyH Xya yxKe Hayasl IpeBUAeTh Ipue3s ceMbyd HaHTIOHT B KOPOJIEBCTBO
FOans. OHa 0yeHb X0TeNla BCTPETUTHCSA C APYTOM CTOPOHOM.

“Ila, OH MpeMbEP-MUHUCTP KOPOIeBCTBa MuH". UMIepaTop rOBOPUT MHE, YTO KoponeBcTBO MuH
HaxXOOUTCA Ha IIOABbeMe, HO U3 TOr'0, UTO S BUXKY, 9TO IBE CEMbU Ha IIOAbeMe - ceMbsd HaHTJIOHT U
ceMmbd LI3toHb. HeoXunaHHO, BB [BOE OTOEeNUNIUCh OT LlapcTBa Mun".

[IBoe u3 Hac pasounuch? YKyH Xya He CHIBIIIaga 0 TOM, 4TO ceMbsi HaHTIOHT OThenunach, HO OHa
3HaJa, YTO OJIS1 9TOM BOMHEI OHU IIPOCST CBOOOABI. ITO TOT, KOTOPHIM uMel B Bufy TaH CioaHb?

"¢l He moMHI0, YTOOH ceMbs HaHTJIOHT pa3iydasnach'.

"He coBceM pa3niyKa, HO ¥ HUX cefyac JOCTaTOYHO MHOT'0 CBOOOIEI, KOTOpas, 5 JyMalo, MOXKeT
3aKOHYMUTHLCS TEM, UTO OHU pa3iydat cebs”.

YxkyH Xya B 9TOM He ObIJT yBepeH. "f He 3HAIO UX IIJlaHa, HO B KOPOJIEBCTBE MUH [IeMICTBUTEIHHO €CTh
MpaydHas ucropusd.”

To, 4TO CITyunsIoch MHOTO JIeT Ha3ap, ObIJI0 He COBCeM IMOHSTHO A YxkyH Xya ¢ Tex IIop, Kak OHa
ele He poaunack. B To Bpemsi ceMbs [[KyH IbiTanach 00POTHCS IIPOTHUB UMIIEPATOPA TOIBKO MAJIS
TOTO, UTOOB! OBITh 3aMaCKHPOBAHHOM U YHUUYTOXEHHOU UM. K TOMy BpeMeHHU, KOra OHa CMOTJIa
BCTPETUTHCS C HUMH, OCTAJIOCh BCETO HECKOJILKO YETIOBEK, BKIIIOYAs €e€.

Hekorma IIponBeTaIasa CeEMbA OTKa3adJIaCk.



YTo KacaeTcs ceMbr HaHTJIOHT, TO ¥ OHU IIOTEPSI/IM MHOTO CBOMX 4IeHOB. YKyH Xya ToKe He 3Haja
TIOAPOOHOCTEHN, HO 9TO JOJIKHO OBIIIO CIIYYUThCSI, KOTA OHa elre Oblla MameHbKoM. OHM MOTJIM COUTH
C THEBa MMIIepaTopa jierdye, HO OHa He 3HaJla KaK OHM CHeJIalu 3TO0, TakK Kak ceMbsi Nanglong
Iepasia CeKpeT CIPSITaHHEIM.

TeM He MeHee, CEKPET YeThIpex OOJBIINX CEMEN CYIIIECTBOBAJI, UTO CHOEJIAJI0 UX CTAIU YTPO3H B
agpec uMiepartopa. TeM He MeHee, UMIIepaTop He 0CO3HaBaJl 3TOr0, II0Ka He CTalo CIUIIKOM
no3pnHo. [IBuxenue u3 JlaH I'ao 4, 3a koTopeiM nocnenosast YxkyH MuH, a 3aTem u Hanarnonr Cy
Yxun. Beut ewte JIueb XyH, HO YXyH Xya He 3HaJ, COEPXKUT JIU OH CBOE CJIOBO UJIU HET.

Bce oHM 1y MPOTHB OJHOT'O YEJIOBEKa, OHAa MeMCTBUTENILHO X0TeNla 3HaTh, KAaK UMIIEPAaTOP 0Ka3aJICs
B 6uTBe. PaHbIlle OH BCe elle UMel MOANePKKY MHOTUX JIIofiel, ¥ KaXK/blid U3 HUX 60POJICS caM I10
cebe. Pa3Hulla BO BpeMeHH cesajia uX mo0exXneHHbIME. Temeph, KOrja OHM BTPOEM Hadalld CBOH X0l
IIPUMEPHO B TO Xe BpeMs, Kak 0ymeT KOHell?

Tan CioaHb KuBHYI. "{ He Oyny crpamuBaTh Te€0s, UYTO CIy4mnsiock”. YTo S X04y 3HATh, KAKOB TBOU
IIJIaH 110 OTHOIIEHUIO K KOponeBcTBy KOaHb?"

Yxyn Xya Ha CeKyHAy 3amyMasicd. "f moka IM03BOJI0 UMIIEpaTOPy CeCTh Ha TPOH". Ecnu MuI
IIPOTSHEM PYKY KOposeBCTBY 0aHb, Apyrre KOPOJIeBCTBa MOTYT CTaTh BPaKAeOHBIMU 110 OTHOLIEHUIO
K HaM. A 1oKa IIyCTh CHaydasia CPas3suTCsa KOPOIeBCTBO Mun".

Ecnu HOBOCTB O TOM, YTO OHM COEOUHSITCS, TO CIIEAYIOlIel MUIIEHBIO B 3TOM OOJBIION BOMHE OYOyT
oHu fBoe. OueBUaHO, 4TO YXKYyH Xya II0OKa He XOTeNl y4aCTBOBaTh B CpaKeHUu. [I0AroToBKa ellle He
Obla 3aBepieHa. [1o KpaliHel Mepe, IT0Ka HUKTO He OCMEeJIUIICS MOAOUTH K [OpHOMY KOPOJIEBCTBY
M3-3a Tpareguu, ciny4yusiencs ¢ KoponesctsoMm Kaii.

OTOT aKT YHUYTOXKEHUS Bpara 0e3 mpuMeHEeHUs CUJTb Clielial ux elre 60j1ee 0CTOPOXKHBIMU T10
oTHoIeHu1o K 'opHomy IlapcTBy. Penbed MecTHOCTH ['OpHOTO IfapCcTBa OBLI IPYTHUM, U 9TO 3aCTaBUIIO
MX OTlacaThCs I0MacTh Ha TeppuTopuio ['opHOro mapcTBa. Ecimu OBl 3TO IapCTBO Hallalo Ha HUX, Y HUX
ObLy OBl TPEMMYIIECTBA, HO ITOCKOJIBKY ['OPHOE IIapCTBO OCTAJIOCh TUXUM, IPYTHE 1IapCTBa TOXKE UX
IIPOUTHOPUPOBAIIMN.

"TloHaTHO, 5 OyOy [OaTh Balllero COTPYAHUYECTBa, KakK TOIHKO BEPHYCH Clofa."
"“TsI Bo3Bpalaembcs?"

Tan CioaHb KuBHYIIL. "f 3agepzkaj cBoe BpeMsi, YTOOH yexaTh Ha HEKOTOpoe BpeMs. JIydille s BEPHYCh
[0 TOT0, KaK OKaXyCh 3[€eCh B JIOBYLIKe Ha rof."

"XKenato Tebe 6e30mMacHOTO NyTEIIeCTBUS."
"Cmacu6o".

[Tocne HeOOMBIIOTO pa3roBopa, Y2KyH Xya MCKajia CBOEro fefia, KOTOPHIM Bce elrle ObLT B XOJIIe C
MMIIepPaTOPOM, paccKa3niBasi 06 HHTpuUxkKe. [Tocne Toro Kak 1[3t0Hb Xya cKa3ajia UM COTJIAllIeHUE,
KOTOpOe OHa umejsa ¢ Tang Xuan, UMIIepaTop BHITIsAAEN 0oiee pacciabieHHBIM.

"f monoxy KoposieBcTBO KOaHb B TBOW PYKY. ECiiu BEL XOTUTE CHEJIATh 3TO KOPOJIEBCTBO YaCThIO
Balllero, y MeHs He OyfieT Bo3paxkeHun".

"OdurmanpHblie IUlla 3eCh He NOJIXKHHI OBITh HACTOJIBKO IIJIOXUMHU, He TakK au?"



"HeKOoTOpHIe U3 HUX [TOBOJILHO XOPOIIH. Ho HU y KOTO 3 HUX HET JOCTATOYHOMN pPemyTaluu, YTOOH
IIPaBUThH OPYTUMU YMHOBHUKaMU". TeM He MeHee, ceMbs YXKYH - 3TO Ipyroe meso."

YxyH Xya 9T0 3Han. C BOEHHOU MOIIBIO CeMbY UXKYH, KaK OHU MOTYT OCMEIUThCS OTHATh Ha HUX
PYKy? B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, COJIAATHI, OUCIIOLMPOBAaHHbLIE Ha TPaHulle, He ObIIN YKpallleHUeM.

"Baime Beu4ecTBO, €CTh JOKJIAM O BOHHeE".

HpI/II_HeJ'I IIOCJIaHHUK C OPOZXKaIMUMH HOT'aMH. C HMIIEPATOPOM OBIIT TOT, KTO, KaK U3BECTHO, OBIT
XOJIOOHBIM 1 66CHOHJ;aJIHLIM, HX Hapo[g Oosinics ux. Tem He MeHee, OH TaKXKe OBLIT KEM-TO OYEeHb
MOIIHBIM YU BIIUSTEJIBHEIM, TaK YTO HUKTO HE OCMEIUIICS ITOUTH IIPOTHUB 3TOr0 UMIIEepaTopa.

"4T0-TO CIy4mMsIOCh rge-to?"

"Ha 3amaze KoponeBcTBa MuH apcTBo MuH IpourphiBaeT miadeBHo, U Jlaub [1aH, Kak coolIaeTcs,
npubnuxaeTcs K KoponeBcTBy K0aup".

JIutio uMrepaTopa 3amep3no. LI3toHb Xya 1 11310Hb YKIHBCSHB TaKXKe BCTamu. M HYyKHO OBIIO
0CTaHOBUTH HacTymmenue Jlanb [Tana. Eciu 6bI OH HeHCTBUTEIBHO MIPUILIETT B 3TO I[aPCTBO, OHU OBI
CTOJIKHYJIUCH C PE3HEN.

"T'enepan YkyH YKIHBCSAHD, MOTY g IIOIIPOCUTH Ballley moMomm?"

"Ia, moxete", - KuBHYN YKyH UK9HbCSIHb. BoK 0 00K YkyH Xya ycrnokounacs. [Ipuiio BpeMs s
ellle OOHOU BCTpeuu. Ho OHa meiCTBUTENIBbHO X0TeNa Y3HaTh, YTO CIIy4YUJIOCh Ha TPaHULlE, U3-3a Yero
ceMbs JlaH moTepsna?
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