OTOT aKT LIEAPOTro apa, BEePOsSTHO, OKa3ajl MHe ero 0J1ar0CKJIOHHOCTh, He TO, YTOOHI 5T 9TOT'0 XOTeTl.
MHe mpoCcTO Hafo, YTOOB! OH MMPUBEJ MEHS B PUTYaJIbHYI0 KOMHATY, ¥ 5 CMOT HAKOHEI[ ITOKOHYHUTD C
9THM Pa3 ¥ HaBcerga. M ero B3TJIs[ MOJTHEIN XXKagHOCTH B TJIa3aX TOBOPUT MHE, YTO 9TH KPHUCTAJIIIEL

HAMHOTO0 IleHHee, YeM s AyMaJl. XOpOIllo, UTO s BJIMJI KUCIIOTY TOJIBKO B IIOJIOBUHY KpHCTaioB. [1o-

BUOMMOMY, ¥ 9 KpPHUCTaJJIOB OCTATOYHO, YTOOHI Clie/laTh UMIIepaTopa MOUM TUIOM.

"XM, 9TO He pelraeT Bcex IPo0eM, KOTOPBIE TH MHE BhI3Bajl. Ho s1 He 6yay TOBOPUTH BCE 3TO TBOUM
X03sieBaM. Teneps OTHa MHE KPpUCTaJIbL. "

"K-K-KOHeYHO HeT. Thl 3a0ymelb c-C-CBoe obelaHue OBIC-C-CTpee, YeM s JOCYUTAI0 0 TPeX. S TUIHO
MOC-C-CTABIII0 3TH INTYKH, TaK KaK 9TO OBIJIa MOSI MHC-C-CHSI, CJTUK CJIHK."

"Harnsit rpeI3yH, ga 0ynet Tak. TOMITAC!"

"Ia, Bame BricouecTBo."

"Y6ell Bcex, KTO BUMIeJl KPHICOJIIONA, U IPUBEON KO MHE MOETO TJIyIIOTO CHIHA U ero II0C/IeloBaTes.
OTBenu uX B CEKpeTHYIO KOMHATY. [1o KpaliHeil Mepe, UX CMePTh IPHUHECET O0bIlle CUIB PUTYay."

IoBONIbHO 6€32KaNI0CTHHIM apeHb. 2KepTBOBATh CHIHOM pafid MPUXOTH. MHE NelCTBUTEILHO
MHTEPECHO, KaK KOPOJIEBCKOU CEMbe MKUHHOB yal0Ch BBIXKUTH TaK AONT0. BeposTHO, ero fBa
OPYTUX CbIHA 3HAIOT €T0 CEeKPEeT, U TOJIbKO YECTHBIM M TOPAbIM BOEHHBIN CHIH XPaHUTCS B HEBEOEHUH.
OH MHe HpaBUJICH, 10 KpalHeX Mepe, BeXKJIUBHIM U yBaXKUTEIbHEIN. Tak HeCIpaBeaInuBo.

"A THI MO} KPHICUHBIY APYT. Crenyi 3a MHOM, g He 03B0JI0 TeOe GoJiblle 3aHUMAaTh MOe BpeMs. YeM
CKOpee 3TO 3aKOHYMTCS, TEM CKOpee Thl BEPHEIIbCs B ObIPY, KoTopas TeOs pomuna."

"U TeM c-C-CKopee TBOW I1eC-C-COK YC-C-CIIOKOUTCS HaBE4YHO, CNTUK CIIHUK."

"Bynb THI IPOKJIAT, IPHI3YH."

Y noka MBI 0OMEHMBAeMCSI TAKUMH JII00E3HOCTSIME, MBI ITPOXOOUM 10 MHOTHM KOPHUIOPaM U
necTHUIaM. B camoM BHU3Y, MBI OCTaHaBNIMBaeMcsl y KapTuHbl. Ha Heit n3obpaxens Koponu
['pobHuIl, Hamapmatomye Ha cTeny Mmnepuu [Tecka. Hy, s mymato, YTO UCTOPHUIO MTUIIYT MOOEAUTENTH.
HMnepaTop CHUMaeT KapTHHY, a 3aTeM HauyKMHaeT YTO-TO IPOU3HOCUThL. BCKOpe mocie 3Toro
MIOSIBU/IACh OBEPE.

BHYTpH MOXKHO YBUIETh COTHU MXWHHOB-MAroB, CKAaHAUPYIOIIUX YTO-TO. B caMoM LieHTpe BceX uX,
HECKOJIbKO KPYTOB, KBA[paToOB Ha 3eMJjie. ITO 0IKHO ObITh MECTOM IIPOBEIEHHUS PUTYala.

(IOa, HO Temepk, KOTA MbI TPUOBIIK, MHE HYKHO CKa3aTh Te6e YTO Y Hac IMOSBUIACh HEOObIIast
npobema.)



Yrto? TombKO He TOBOPH MHE, YTO 5T He IepPeXkUBY Kpax PUTyaa?

(Het, ¢ aTuM BCe B ImopsigKe, 0COOEHHO II0CIe Hallleld MaJIeHbKOM moe3aku B ropox ®eii. 1 roBopio o
ofeIbHOM MeTKe; cuia Cana3apa 3[ech pa3BpalllaeT Bce, K 4eMy OHa IIpukKacaeTtcs. M 3To
pa3MbIBaeT MO0 UMUTAIINIO 3HAKA.)

CKaxu MHe, 4TO Y HaC eCThb BpeMs.

(Y Tebs ecTh MeHb, TaK YTO, KaK 51 ¥ CKa3asl, 3T0 HeOoJbInas mpodieMa. I IPoCTO XOTesI, YTOOHI ThHI
3HaJI, YTO THl He MOXKeIllb 0CTAaThCS 3[IeCh HaBcernma. Y 4To, B KaKOHU-TO MOMEHT, BO3MOXKHO, OHU
3aMeTsT, 4YTO MeTKa ciaabee, yeM HOIKHA OBITh.)

W THI 0KHUOa, YTO S MOTHOCTHIO JoBePIoCh TeOe 1 TBoeil paboTe? HeT, He roBopu Gosblile, S X0y,
yTOOBI TH Clefus 3a ToMmacoM ¥ COOOIIVII, KOT/Ia OH IPUBENET IPUHIA. ECnu S Ha4HY XOOUTh B
IIEHTPe PUTYyaJla C CepAIleM KOpPOJIs-KONayHa, 1 6yay YHUUYTOXKeH. To, YTO OHU OO CHUX IIOp He
3aMeTHUJIU, YTO V¥ MEHS 3TO eCTh, - 3TO Yy[O.

(TIpemocTasneno TBouM myuuruM borom, Ocrmo. C Ocro, mobas npobieMa nuc4ye3aer.)

9T0 maxe He pudmyeTcs. [IpocTo menai, Kak 5 rOBOpI0. Tenepb UMIIePaTOp CMOTPUT Ha MEHS Tak,
OynTO XKMIET, UTO S OTOAM eMy CBOM KpucTaskl. Ho s 6yKBaibHO 00X0XKY €ro U UAy IpsMo K
BEPXOBHOMY Mary . M KakK s y3HaJI, YTO OH I'laBa MeCTHOro cobpanusa? IIpocTo, OH eqUHCTBEHHBIH
0e3 Bya/Il UM MacKH.

"BOT, BO3bMUTE 3TU KPUC-C-CTaJIBL IJIs PU-PUTYaa, CIUK CIIUK."

"Kak mnoxeaeTe rocroguH."

Ho mpexne 4yeM OH YXOOUT, 5 IIOKA3kIBal0 eMy OPYyrue KPUCTAJIb, Te, YTO 3apaXeHkl. Ha 4uTo oH
HeMeJIEHHO BOCKJIMIAeT.

"He mpulOnuxkaiTe 3TO K PUTyasly, 9TO He JACT HUKAKOTro 3¢ deKTa 1 Jaxe YBeIUUYUT HAarpy3Ky Ha
Haly Iyieyu. Takue IpeKpacHble HCTOYHUKY KU3HU pa3pylLIeHbl BalllUMU 3aKInHaHUAMU. Kak u
oxupanock ot Kpeicontogen. Ceryac xkKe yXOoOure.

Hy, g oxupan nogoOHo# peakiuu. [1o KpaiitHel Mepe, To, 4To cKalanu Koponu I'pobrun u Ocno,
npaBAa. OTOT PUTYasl OCHOBAH Ha XKM3HU, a CMEPTH HET MecTa psfgoM. [ITpo6iema B TOM, 4TO HaM
IOBOJILHO HOJITO XKAaTh IPUOLITHS BTOPOTO MIpUHIIA. f He 3HAl0, KaK 3aCTaBUTh UMIIEpaTopa
II03BOJIUTH HAM OCTAThCS OOHUMHU... HeBaXkHO, He IT0X0XKe, UTO OH XOUeT OCTaBJIATh HaC, Ml MOXKeM
IIOOXK[ATh.

(OHu uOyT, HO 9TO CTPAHHO, OHU KOHTPOJIMPYIOTCS HJIM YTO-TO B 3TOM pofae. OHM MPoCcTo 6e3mMyMHO,
CIEeOyIoT 3a OXpaHHUKOM 0e3 BOIIPOCOB UJIU HaxKe KaKou-mubo peakIiuu.)



9TO IJI0X0, S 0KHUAAJ, YTO MPUHII XOTs ObI CPA3UTCS UM OTBJIEYET BHUMaHKWe UMIIepPaTopa, KOTOPHIH
ceiyac CMOTPHUT TOJILKO Ha MEHSI, 03KUasI, YTO 5 COBEPIIY OIMOKY, BUOUMO X0UeT JIMYHO YOUTh
MeHs. Korpa s HakoHeIl BUXKY IIPUHIIA ¥ OpUTafiHOTO reHepara, s MOHUMal, YTO 3TO 0e3HAMEKHO.
OHM COBepIIeHHO 0e3KM3HEHHE], ¥ IBUTAIOTCS TOJILKO KOHEYHOCTH. HUKaKOM peakiuu, OHM Jaxke He
TI0OBOPAYHUBAIOT TOJIOBHL. BCETO JTUINE IBE KYKJIHL.

“TomMrac, 3acTaBb UX CHIThH CBOM OLEXMbl U Hocrexyu. MHe He HYXKHEI ToMexu. M iycTs AxMapn unet
nepBuIM. f pa3byxy Cenuma, 4T0OBI OH YBUEI CBOIO TJIYIIOCTh. M yBUOET €ro oTYasiHue, Koraa
y3HaeT, UTO ero COOCTBEHHBIN OTEIl )KepTByeT UM. Kekeke. IT0O HOKHO ObITH 3a0aBHO."

Kak s yzKe cKasal, CIIyTH y4aTCsl y CBOEro X03sinHa. [[Be MapuoOHEeTKH OBICTPO CHUMAIOT BCE, UTO HE
SIBJISIETCS IIECKOM, U 51 BUXKY, KaK AXMa[l TOCTUTaeT Kpasl puTyasna. A MOTOM OH OCTaHaBiuBaeTcs. Hy,
yTOOBI CHIeJIaTh CBOET0 ChiHa 0oJjiee mevyanbHee, moyeMy Obl He YOUTD €To I0CiIeloBaTeNs IIPSIMO
nepen HUM? [IepXKy Iapy B 9TOM U €CTh IIPUYMHA OCTAHOBKHU.

(Xmormoxk)

910 momnxkHO Ob110 OBITE 60MbHO. ECiu Ob1 OH OeWCTBUTENBHO ObLJI B CO3HAHUM. [logoxKau, S ayMaio,
OH BO3BpalaeTcs B Haul Mup. [Jo6po nmoxanmoBaTh Cenum, Twl cniasn Bcero naumib 30 MUHYT, HO TBOK
MHP BCE PAaBHO CKOPO PYXHET. { HafeCh, YTO TH IIPOBEMeIlbh CBOU ITOCTIeOHNE MUHYTHI BMECTE C
ceMbeil.

"Jr-yto?.I'n..Tomm..Oten? ['me s? YTO 9T0, mOCIIenHee, YTO I IIOMHIO, 9T0...7 [TogoxmuTe? KTO BCe
9TH MIOOU? A 3TOT KpeICOMOf 3mech? Ho-Ho Tomnac..."

- KEKEKE, raymblii, Kak Bcerjia, He TakKoH, Kak fiBa TBoux 6paTa. OHM 3aCTaB/ISIOT CBOETO OTIa
ropouthes. He To, uTo ThH. 2Kaxkaymuii OBITh CaMBIM CUJIBHBIM BOUHOM. OOXOIUTENIEH C
KPBICOTIOAbMHU, KOTIa TH BUAMINL UX. [axKe MO3BONIUI UM XOOUTh 110 BanaMm. [I03BOJIAAd MUPY
I[TOHATH, YTO MBI PABOTAEM C HUMU!!!"

"Ho-Ho oTerr..."

"Trl MO¥M caMbIX OOJIBIIION ITPOBast. TBOSI MaMa, ecyiu Obl OHa OblNla KMBA, TaK CTHIUIACH ObI CBOETO
chiHa. ThHI faxe He IOHUMAaEIb, B KAKOM CUTyalluy HaxoauInbcd. [IocMOoTpu Tyga, KTO 3TO TaM?"

"T'me, dto0... AxMap? [Touemy OH ronsii?"

"HacnaxmaeTcs neisaxem."

Kaxk u s, IpuHI CMOTPUT Ha OBIBIIIEr0 OpUragHOr0 reHepalia, KOTOPHIH MpopBas mepBrii Kpyr. OH
MEIJIEHHO BXOJUT BHYTPB, TEPSIS TEJIO C KaXKABIM ITaroM. Korpa o 1eHTpa 0CTaBalioch BCETO TPH
METpa, OH CIIOTHIKAETCS ¥ MafaeT. Ero Teno ucyesaeT ellle 40 TOTO, KaK KOCHYJIOCh 3eMiu. KoHeuHo,
TIeHWe CBSIIeHHNKa HY Ha CEKYHAY He IpeKpalanoch. BeposiTHO, CHapyXu OB CO3aH ellle OOuH



METP IIYCTHIHH.

Axmapn!!! Axman? YTto0...9TO THI C HUM cpenan?"

"KEKEKE, kKaK Thl MOXeIllb OBITh TAKUM TIIYIIBIM?"

(XsomoxK)

"Kak THI gyMaelllb, I04YeMy Hac MOLIaAuIA KPHICH BO BPEMS BOWHBI TOPTanoB? ITI0TOMY YTO MEI
paboTanu ¢ HUMHU. DTOT TPLI3YH, KOTOPOT'O THl BUAMIIL 3[[€Ch, BCETO JIUIIb [TOCTIaHHUK MacTePOB
KJIaHa, 4YTOObI, HaKOHEL], YIaJIUTh eMUHCTBEHHOE, YTO MellaeT JXUHHAM IIPaBUTh 9TUM MUPOM,
Koponu I'pobuun. Ho moka Tl fyMast, YTO OHU IIPENCTaBISI0T YIPO3Y AJIS 3TOT0 MUpa, Ha CaMOM
efie ee IPENCTABIANIA UMEeHHO MBIl Eciu Obl He OHU, MBI OBl y2Ke 3aBO€BaJI 3TOT MUDP ¥ YHUYTOXKUIIA
BCE JKMBHIE CYIIIECTBA CTOJIETHS Ha3afl, HaXKe ThHICSYeNIeTHs Ha3af."

-Ho Bepp oHM ObIIM HAIIMMU BparamMu?"

"[la, 1 BIIEepBhIE B XKU3HU THI CHeJIall YTO-TO Xopoluee. Tsl 103BOIWI eMy HauTu Tex Koponeu
['po6HuUL, U, KaK ¥ 0XKUAAIOCh, OH yOousn ux Bcex. Ho moka putyan cHoBa paboTaeT, Ipyrue pack
HYKHO [ilepXaTh B HeBefeHUU. [I0TOMy 4TO WHa4Ye OHU BOPBYTCS B 3Ty KOMHATY U YHAUTOXKAT €e.
[ToaToMy BCce, KTO KOHTAKTHPOBAJI C 3TUM KPBICOIIONOM, MOIKHBI yMepeTh. BKkiouyast Tebs."

"Brl yObeTe MeHs... COOCTBEHHOTO ChIHA?"

[Tpexkme 4yeM OTBETUTH, OH OBICTPO MPOU3HEC 3aK/IMHAHKE, BEPOSITHO, KOHTPOJIb Hafl Pa3yMoM,
KOTOPHIM OH MCIOJIb30Bajl. [HEB U MaHWKa Ha Julle NIPHHIIa yracaloT, ¥ OH BO3BpAlllaeTCs K CBOeH
HETTOJIBUKHOM TO3UIUU. MHe HYXKHO IelCTBOBaTh HEMEMJIEHHO.

"Mory s 3ac-C-CTaBUTh €ro0 B3sTh ellle KOe-4To, CJIUK CIuK?"

IIXM?II

¢ moka3kIBal0 eMy ITPOBOIHMKA B MOeH pyKe. ['0TOB IOCIIOPUTH, OH MIPUMET 3TO KaK KUBOE CYIIECTRBO.

"KEKE, Hy, 9T0 X1BOe CyIIEeCTBO, S AyMalo, Bbl, MacTepa YyMEl, He II0XKaJjleeTe Jaxe MaJIeHbKOr0
ckapabes. Trl, BeposATHO, O0sblile He Oyaelb UCII0NIb30BaTh €ro, IIPOCTO IIOJI0KUT €To Ha Iyeyo."

¢ ToX0KYy K IPUHITY U M3-3a CBOET0 MaJIeHbKOT'0 pa3Mepa IhITaloch YOeIUTh ero, 4To He MOTY
IOTSIHYTHCS IO IJIeYa. 3aTeM si CMOTPIO Ha UMIIEpAToOpa, KOTOPHIM SBHO pa3apaxeH. OH 3acTaBiseT
IIPHUHIA TPEKJIOHUTDb KOJIeHH, TI03BOJISIST MHE TI0JIOKUTh CKapabes. f moMerraio 4To-To ellle B Tejo
npuHia. OH TI060IEITHO MATKUY U TOMATIUBLIM. 1 0KHIaI, YTO €ro KOXY OymeT TPYOHO MPOOUTh.
Hy, ToT ¢akKT, 4TO OH He MOXKET pearupoBaTh, BEPOSITHO, YacTh ero. Caesnas 9To U yOeOUBIINCD, YTO



Ha XKHWBOTE IIPUHIIa HET HUKAKUX CJIeO0B, g OTCTYIIAlO.

3aTeM UMIIEpATOP HauMHaeT MOHOJIOT, KakK JIIOOUT feaTh KaXKabi 37101 YyenoBeK. Ho Tak Kak pa3yMm
IIPUHIIA YKe VIIIes, CMBICT BooO1ile 9TO AeaTth? MoxkeT ObITh, OH HalpaBlieH Ha MeHs. Ho B KoHIIe
KOHIIOB, KaK U ero mnocnenosaTess, CelrMa MOXKHO YBUAETh UAYIIUM K LIeHTPY puTyana. Ckapabei
OBLT IIePBOI XKePTBOM. BCKope mocye 3TOro MPHHIT TOJBEPTraeTCs HallafleHWI0 CTAporo 3aKJIMHAHUS.
Ho on comporuBnsercs 6ombire, yeM Axmap. [Iymaro, IepBbiii BouH MMnepuu OblI HE Tak MpocT. Emy
maxe yOoanoch moOpaThCs [0 IeHTPa. 3a 9TO I HauMHAIO0 CJIerKa XJI0IaTh B JTQMIOIMIN, XUxukas. 1 910
He YCKOJIb3aeT OT OMUTENbHEIX I'J1a3 UMIIepaTopa.

"3aueM TH 3TO AeNaellb, OH Tebs He CABIUT. [IPOCTO XKaNKUK YepPBb, XBAJISIIUN TITYIIHIH
UHCTPYMEHT."

Ha 3ToT pas s uckpeHHe cMeroch. OH OeliCTBUTENILHO UeaIbHbIN 3101 Y€JIOBEK, er0 MOTYT
HEeHaBUOETh BCe, U HUKTO He Oy[eT IjlakaTh, KOT{la OH YMpeT. [1o KpaliHel Mepe, 51 He Oymy.

"JYT0 CMEmHOr0, KPECOmoa?"

"MozxkeT OBITD, fe-HejI0 B TOM, YTO I HUKaKOH He II0C-C-CJIaHHUK KJI-KjaHa. Ui, MoXKeT OBITh, B 9TOM,
CJIUK-Ccnuk!"

Y s yka3biBalo Ha KaMeHb, KOTOPHIM MOXKHO YBUAETh BHYTPHU I'PYOHOM KJIETKHY NIPHHIIAa. MTHOBEHHBIH
III0K MOKHO OBIIO YBUAETH Ha JIMIIAaX UMIIEPATOPa, ¥ BEPXOBHOTO Mara.

"Ta-Tagaaaaaaam!"
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