CrycTs 1mecTb YacoB II0CJIe CMEePTH ApeliKa, TeHN MOXKHO OBIJIO y2Ke YBUOETDh PAOOM C PyHHAMHU
ropopa. OHU He TIOMOLIIY K HeMy 6JIM3KO0, OHU IIPOCTO MOATBEPAUIN HaIuuKe MEPTBOTO OpelkKa.
[Tocye 3TOT0 OHM Hayasy IPOYHUIIATE JieC B IIOMCKaX cienoB. OHU HALUTU HUXKHIOKI MOJIOBUHY
YeJI0BEYECKOr0 Tejla, ellle OTHOr0 06ropesioro, ¥ HaKOHeIl KOT0-TO, KTO IOJTy4uII IIPsiMoe TTonafaHue
Kortel gpetika. OH OB CUITBHO PaHEH, HO Bce elre O0pPOoCsS IPOTUB 00BSATHI BEYHOTO CHA. TOIBKO
KOT7la OH 00HAPYKUJT IIPUCYTCTBUE TEHEH Ha [IePeBhsIX, OH Chesas Iy60KUi B3[M0X, ITPUCIIOHUIICS
CIIMHOM K [IepeBy, 0CO3HaB 6e3BHIXOMHOCTD II0JI0KEHUS TPOMKO PACCMESJICS, ¥ B CJIETYIOIIYIO
CEeKYH[Iy OH ITPeBPATHUJICS B TOPHAH0. Bo3MOKHO, ecyii OBl 3TO ObITM OOBIYHBIE JTIOOU, OHU MOTJIH ObI
00MaHyThCS ¥ IPUONIU3UTHCS K HEMY U YMepeTh, OyAy4uHu 3amnyleHHbHME B He60. Ho TeHU oxupganu
3TOTO ¥ TOJIBKO OTCTYIHIN. XOTS 9TO 3aMeJINIO UX Ha MHOTO MUHYT. [Iocye 3Toro B jiecy Obl1
nonHbIM G6apaak. OT YyemoBeKa HUYEro U He 0CTaloCh.

Bckope nocne Toro, TeHU 06HaAPYKUIM OCAgHBIE OPYAUS U LIUTH, KOTOPEIEe OBUIM CJIOMaHEL U
pa3opBaHHl BeTpaMu. [Touck cienyomlero ciena OyaeT oueHb TPYOHBIM. Ho TeHU 0YeHb TEPIETUBH U
O4deHb KpomoTnuBLEL. OHU PHICKAJIY II0 JIeCy CAaHTUMETP 3a CAHTUMETPOM. BeTBU CjlIOMaHH U TpaBa
COpBaHa ObITM TPY KOHTAKTE C KUBBIM CYLIECTBOM U He C TOPHaM0. Ho 3T0 OBIIO CO CTOPOHH OTKYHa
TAWHCTBEHHAs TPYIINa MPUXOAKIIA, a He OTTYHa, Ky/a OHU YIIIIH.

Ho B Kako#-TO MOMEHT OffHA M3 TEHEW 3aMeTHujIa YTO-TO CTPaHHOe B 31elTHel sHepruu. CIOBHO, €CITU
OBl KTO-TO TIEPEBO3UJI KpUcTasi ¢eii. Ho ero 6vicTpo nepeMecTunu. JIionu ObIIM [OCTAaTOUYHO TIYIIH,
4yTOOBI YKPaCTh KPUCTAJI, 0COOeHHO mocye OecrnopsaKa, KOTOPhI OHU YUuHUIN. M Hago OBII0
noOBICTPee MOKKUHYTH Topof. Ho co BpemeHeM, Bce Gosbiiie 1 60blile TeHeH Hayaau 3aMevau
cB0e0Opa3HyI0 SHEePTreTUKY. M efMHCTBEHHOM pa3yMHON MPUYKUHON ObLT KpUCTal. [laxke eClid 9TO
OBLII0 HEBO3MOXKHO, OHU JOJIXKHEI OBLIM CJIE€0BATh 3TOMY CIIEMY.

OHU 0CTAHOBUIYU CBOE IIPeCIiefoBaHKe, KOTTa 00HapYKUIU MEPTBOE IepeBo. TOT (haKT, YTO OH ObIN
MepTB, He UMeJl 3HaYeHUsI. 3HaYeHue UMeJI0 TO, YTO OHO OBIJI0O OTPABIIEHO CUJILHEIM SITOM. Bcem
TEHSIM Ha YM IIpHUIIIa HelaBHss HOBOCTh O TOM, KaK cocelHeM ropope PoHTa OblI 3aMeueH 4eJI0BeK-
Kphica. PoHTa Haxomusics 6ojiee 4eM B 2 HefleJIsIX MyTH OT Jieca ¢el, HO BePOSTHOCTh YTO 3TO
PaTtMmas, 6rina BeICOKa. OCOOEHHO C 9TMM MEPTBHIM IEPEBOM B KQUeCTBE MOKa3aTelIbCTBaA.

VIMeHHO B 3T0 cOUJIO UX C TOJKY. BhIJIO 0UeBUAHO, YTO Apeiika younu moau. Ho PaTMan ykpan
HECKOJIbKO KpucTaioB. OHu pabotanu BMecTe? ECiy 9TO TakK, TO OHU 9TO JOIKHEI ITIepeaaTh
HeMemieHHO. OfnHa U3 TeHel Opocuiach TyAa, OTKy[a OHU MPUIIIH, YTOOH IPEeNyTIPEAUTh TTIaBHBIX.
KoHeuyHO, OHM MOTJIM IepegaTh 3To Coo0IIeHue BomeOHEIM 00pa30M, HO OHM He 3HaJIH, JIOBYIIKA 3TO
unu HeT. [IoueMy 3TOT PaTMaH 0CTaBuJI TaKyl0 OYE€BUOHYIO MOACKA3Ky U XOPOIIO BUAUMEIN Clle[ K
aTomMy MecTy? Becco3HaTenbHO, TeHU Hadalu CTAHOBUTHCS B 00EBYIO CTOMKY, 0XKHKOas HallageHus B
mo0oe BpeMms.

Ho Tak Kak HMYero He IIPOKMCXOOHUIO0, OHU PACCIabUINCh U HEMHOTO CHU3UIIN OOUTEeIbHOCTD. JIyHa
TIOJHSIIach B HE0O, TEM CaMbIM YCI0XKHSS 0X0Ty. OHM TIIATEIbHO UCKAIH JTI00YI0 MTOACKA3KY O TOM,
Kyna PaTmaH yien mocye aToro. Ho Maruueckuit ciefi 0CTaHOBUIICS MIPSIMO 3[IeCh, ¥ He OBII0
HUKaKMX 3a1enok. OHM MOT/IM BHICIIEOUTDH YeJI0BeKa C 3aKPHITHIMU I'Jla3aMU I10 eT0 3alaxy, [0 ero
CKJIOHHOCTHY YHUYTOXKATh JKUBBIE CYIIECTBa, 10 ero o0opymoBanuio. Ho BeICIemUTh paTMaHa, OgHY U3
CaMBIX XUTPHIX Pac, B KOTOPOM AaxKe caMbIii HU3KMUM pab 6ojiee pacCymIuTeNeH, YeM OIIBITHHIN BOP-
yeJioBeK, ObIIO TPYOHOM 3afayel. Pa3oyapoBaHHBIE OTCYTCTBUEM KaKUX-TH0O 3aIlemoK, OHU
OTCTYIIUIIH K OCAIHBIM OPYAUSIM, UTOOB HaKOHEI[ IOMMAaTh 3TUX IIPOKIISATHIX TIOfeH.

Ho Ha 06paTHOM IyTH OHU BCTPETHUIN TOBAPHUIIA, KOTOPOT0 OHK OTIPABUIIHU C JOKIAagoM. YTo OH



3pech pgemnan? ToabKo IPUKOCHYBIIKCH K HEMY, OHU YBUJETIH, KaK ero royiosa ynana c mied. U
YCBILIANIA CTPALIHBIA T'OJIO0C.

"3aoCcTpeHHbIe VKU, MUK-MKK! KomoTh-youTh ux!"

CnycTs mBa gHs, ocye youiicTBa mperka, [[apum OB I0-HACTOSAIIEMY CHACTIUBEIM YeJI0BEKOM. Y
Hero BCe IIIO IJ1afko. Bo-nepBrIX, U3 Tpex NpeamnojaraeMbX MePTBEIX OXOTHUKOB IO €r0
KOMaH[I0BaHHEM, 0Ka3asics XUB. 1 OH, CIUBIINCEH C BETPOM CTUXUU BRIUIPAl UM BpeMs. EmMy ymanocs
CIIPOBOLIMPOBAThH TOPHALO HACTOJIBKO OOJIBINION, UTO faxe [[9pun u ero jgogu yBunenu ero. C sTuM,
IIQHCHl YUTU BCEM XKUBBHIMU 3HAUUTEJILHO YIYYIIUINCh. M IPSAMO cerdyac, OHU yKe BULEIN KOHeI]
3TOT0 IIPOKJIATOr0 CKA304HOI0 JIeca.

VM yganochk TpOHUKHYTH BHYTPb TEPPUTOPHUH 371bGHOB, YOUTH ipeiika BHYTpU ropona ¢eil U CKPHITHCS.
910 OBINa CKa3Ka, KOTOPYIO OH C yIOBOJIbCTBUEM OyIET paccKa3biBaTh Iepell HOBoOOpaHLaMu. [[apun
Karnexka - youiina snbhuiicKoro gperika. to OblI0 IelCTBUTEILHO X0polilee mpou3suille. OH Havan
T1afuTh OOPOOY IIPaBOii PYKOii, HOBOJIBbHEIM c060M. [IoKa OH He YBUOET TO, YTO OBLIO IIEPEd HUM.

OmuHHAAIATE TONOB 371b(OB. Bee elle B KAMOIIOHAX. Y KOTO-TO XBATUIIO CMEJIOCTH CHENIaTh YTO-TO
nmomoOHoe? To, uTo cedtyac OvlI0 B To0Be [I3puiia, He ObIIO CMEPTD 37Tb(OB. A UTO 3a CHUJIa CTOsIA 3a
3THMHU CMEPTSIMHU. M Korma OH yBUAEN TeHb, TOSBUBIIKCH IPSIMO IIepe HUM, OH OBICTPO CHelian TPH
mrara Hasaf. OXOTHUKY TOXKe OBIIM HallyraHbl TEHBIO ¥ T'OJIOBAMMU, HO BCe ellle JepxkKau CcTpou. [Taxe
n30paHHbIe OTYETINBO MOHUMAIM CEPbEe3HOCTh YTPo3bl. O0e IPYIIH IePErISHYTUCh, KaK BOPYT
yneHsl OpaeHa yCIbIIaal TOIocC.

-YeoBek-Belllb, AP0, TOPTOBO-BOPOBATS, IIKK, IITHK!

TeHb IPOTSHYI KOTOTh, CJIOBHO IIPOCS UX OTAATH AApPOo 6e3 Kakux-nubo ycmoBui. [[apun B
3aMelIaTeNbCTBE IIOCMOTpPeT Ha ['ycTaBa, MOTOMY YTO MMEHHO Y Hero ObIIO IApo Apelika. [Jaxke ecnu
3TO PO He uMeso 0cob0ro 3HAUEHUS [JIsT 3TOM MUCCHU, OHO BCE PABHO SIBMISIJIOCH PEIKUM U IIeHHBIM
MaTepuanoM. ITpocTo mo3BonuTh emy yiuTtu 6e3 605, OyneT minoxo cMmoTpeThest IIpopoky Kpura. Ho k
€ro OrPOMHOMY VIMBJIEHHIO, OH YBHUOEJ TOTO CAMOI'0 YeJI0BeKa, KOTOPHIH yOun [Ipeiika maxe He
BCIIOTEB, KOTOPBIN TUXOPAgO4YHO UCKAJl SAPO B CyMKe. Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO CEeKYH OH, HaKOHell, Hallle
€ro 1 OBICTPO IIOJIOKHUJI B KOTOTh. DTO OBII IEPBHIH pa3, Koraa [[3puil YBUEN, YTO OH JefCTBUTENILHO
yero-To Ooutcsi. OH moragasncs, YTO y HUX OCTaJIUCh KaKue-TO SMOIUH.

[Tonmy4uB Belllb, KOTOPYIO OH UCKaJl, TeHb IPOTSHYJa CBOM BTOPOU KOTOTh K T'OJIOBE.

"OcTpele yiIy, My>KUKHa, I0JapoK, KUK, MUK!"

[Tocrne aTOr0 OHa cpa3dy Xke ucuedn. Kaxk[blii 0OXOTHUK ObIT omresioMmyneH. OHYU [aXe He MOHSIH, YTO
IIPOX301III0. B X CO3HAaHWU, eMUHCTBEHHOE, YTO UMEJI0 3HaYeHHe, 3TO TO, YTO OHU MOTEPSINIH SIAPO
operika. dmapo, KoTopoe ObII0 3apaboTaHo KPOBhIO TPeX ux ToBapuilei. OHM OBICTPO BHIPA3UIIM CBOM
THEB U MOnpocunu I'ycraBa 00BbSICHUTD, TIOYEMY OH UCIIYTaJICst TAKOM MaJeHbKOU TEHU.



OH OTBeTHJI, IPOCTO YHOAPHUB TOJIOBOM IJIYIIOT0 MOUOTA, KOTOPEIH 3a/ial 9TOT BOIPOC, IIOCTOSTHHO
OTJISIOBIBASICh BOKPYT. Yepe3 MTHOBEHUE OH B3TOXHYIIL.

"Ilymalo, Tereps Mbl B 6€301acHOCTH, cOGepuTe TojioBH. Teneps 3nbdrl OYAYT AYMaTh, YTO MbI UX
yOumu. Ecnu MBI OCTaBUM T'OJIOBHL 3[[eCh, V HAC HET HUKOT0, KTO MOT OBl B3ATh BUHY Ha ce0s. Tak 4To,
maBalTe moMonuMcs Kpury, 4ToOsl OHM HUKOTTIA He TOHSIIM, YTO 3TO MBI younu [Iperka."

" - MBI He MOXKeM IIPOCTO CKa3aThb, YTO 3TO Oblna Ta TeHb? Y KTO 3TO OBLI?"

[Tpu aToMm cnoBe, ['ycTaB Havan cMesaThesi. CHadasa 3To OblT HEOOJIBIION CMeX, HO OH CTaHOBUJICS BCE
CUJIbHEe U CUJIbHEe, ITPeBpallasich B UCTEPUKY. JIF0603HATEIBHBIN OXOTHUK Hadajl OTCTYIIATh,
OTIacasiCh, YTO €ro MOCTUTHET Ta JKe y4acThb, YTO U IIEPBOTO, KOTOPHIM BEIPA3UJl CBOE BO3MYILIEHHE.
Ho, K ero yausneHuio, ©30paHHbIH JIUIIL ITOKa4asl I'0JI0BOM.

"Ilymaro, 4TO BH He TOy4anu uHbopMauy. d uMero B BUAY, TONBKO [I3pun nHGopMUpoBaH 00 3TOM, 5
npas?"

I apun KUBHYTI, OH He 00BSCHUT IIOCIIeIHIE HOBOCTH CBOUM JIIOMSIM. Bo-TTepBEIX, OHU HAY4YHIIACh
BCEMY IIO TIYTH K APerKy. I OHU Bce PaBHO He OBIIH KBaIM(PUIKMPOBAHE, YTOOH Y3HATH 9TO TaK
CKOPO.

"HeckoMbKUMM HeJleNIsIMU paHee, B HeO0IbIoM ropose CBSIEHHOTO IapcTBa PoHTA, ObIT HaIeH
CJle[l 4JieHa pPachl, IPEeNo0XUTENTbHO BEIMepIIero. ['0HKa, KOTopasi BO BpeMsi BOMHEI IIOPTAJIOB,
CIIPOBOIIMPOBAJIa CTOILKO HETIPUSATHOCTEH, YTO ['epolo MPHUIIIOCh HaYaTh IeMCTBOBATh U OTMEHUTH
mopTa. Tak, B KOHIlE, TOAB BOMHH C JEMOHAMH U MOTEHIIMAIbHOE 3aBOEBaHUE ITOTYCTOPOHHETO MUpa
ObLIM COPBaHBI OMHOM pacoii. PatMaH. Y mOCKOIBKY MM IIOTPe6OBAIOCh CTOJIETHE, YTOOB
eperpynnupoBaThCa U CPOPMUPOBATH CBOIO UMIIEPHIO, I He TI03BOJII0 OPAEHY CTaTh IEPBOM
JKEePTBOM UX MeCTH. BOT moueMy s IT03BOJIUII UM IOIYYUTh AAPO Apelika. M He 3abmyXKpmaiTech. OTH
OIWHHAAUATE 371b(o Morau OBl UTpaloyr pa3obpaThes ¢ ToOOM. [laxke HAM IIECTEPHIM U30paHHBIM
Ob1I0 OBl TPYOHO CPaXkaThCsl C HUMU B JieCcy. Ho KpHICEHHIIIaM YOamoCch YOUTh UX, BEICIEIUTh HAC U
IpuexaTh CIofa IepBeIMU. U ecniu BHI iyMaeTe, YTO OH OB OOUH, BCeraa MIOMHUTE OOHY Belllb. Eciu
BHI BUJIUTE OJTHOTO KPLICEHHKIIIA, 3HAYUT, COTHS CTOSIT II03au Bac. Temneps JaBalTe 3aKOHYUM C 3TOH
Muccuen u nonoxuM [Ipopoky. OTa HOBOCTh TOUHO He IIpUAETCS eMy IIo ayure."
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