ConHue cagunoch Ha 3amnaf. @y XoHCI0 CTOSI OOUH IOf 3aX0AAmuM conHiieM. Kak 6yaTo oH Ol
€OUHCTBEHHBLIM Y€JIOBEKOM BO BCeM Mupe. BEIo X0/mogHo u 6eCIIOqHO Ha THICSYY MHUJIb; Ka3alocCh,
4YTO JaxKe 3aX0fdlllee COIHIIE U3MEHUIIO [[BET U3-3a €r0 OQUHOYECTBa, IPEBPaATUBIINCEH B CEPOBATO-
OebIi, KOTOPHIM OBLI ITeYabHBIM U TyCTHHHBIM. OH YyBCTBOBAJ TO XKe camoe. Ero pyka cxkaina
cabio; 6reqHbIM Oelblil KynakK ¢ YepHoU cabneii. brnenHo-0ernbie 1 YepHbIe TOHA ObUIM OJIM3KY K
cmeptu! U CMepTh Oblsla IpefesioM MyCTOTH U oguHOoYecTBa! Ero riia3a OBIIM IYCTHIMU; OHU MOTJIN
IIOYTH BUAETH CMepTh!MoxkeT ObITh, CMepTh OBlna MpaMo nepeq ero riaazaMu? OH men. OH men
O4YeHb Me[JIEHHO, HO OH HUKOT[a He ocTaHaBnuBajcs. [Jaxe ecnu CMepTh XOET €ro BIepeny, OH
HUKOT[a He OCTaHOBHUTCS.

Ero noxonka Oblla CTPAHHOM M YHUKAJIBLHOM; JIeBasl HOTa Aejiasia OBICTPHIM IIar BIepe, a mpaBas
HOTa Me[JIEHHO IocienyeT 3a Hed . OH, Ka3aJoCh, IIeJI CO 3HaYUTEIbHBIMHU TPYAHOCTSMU. TeM He
MeHee, OH mpolres 6ecyrucieHHOe MHOXKECTBO MUJIb, COBEPIINII OeCUMCIIeHHbIe IYTEeIIeCTBHUS; U OH
IIar 3a IIaroM IIpOIIesI TI0 Bcel cBoel mopore. Kyma oH Mor Tak XonuTh? Korpma oH Mor mepecTaTh
xopuTh? OH He 3Han. Ha camoM ferne oH HUKOTHa He gyMai 06 atom! Temeps, KOTHa OH IPUIIEN
CIO[la, YTO OCTanoch? Brlna M1 cMepTh OeCTBUTENbHO Briepenu? OnpenenenHo! B ero ria3ax Oblta
CmMmepTh, ¥ eTo pyKa oxBaTuia CMepTh; Ha caMoM fiejie ero cabis mpencTasisina CMepTh!ITo ObIIO
YepHOoe JIe3BHE C YePHOU PYUKOM U 4epHOoU 000moukoi. Ero cabns MoxkeT mpefcTaBisith CMepTh, HO
3To OblNla ero Bcs xku3Hb! Hebo craso ele TeMHee, HO BCe XkKe OH MOT pas3TJisafeTh IPUCYTCTBHE
HeOOJIBIIIOT0 TOPOKa Ha falbHeM paccTosHuu. OH 3HAJ, YTO 3TO moceyieHne PeHUKC, ONUH U3 CaMBIX
T'YCTOHACEJIEHHBIX TOPOMIOB B OTHAlIeHHOM MeCTHOCTU. KOHeYHO, OH 3HaJI, I0TOMY YTO UMEHHO TaM U
OblyTa HalileHa ero cMepTh. MaJjio OH 3HaJl, 4To moceneHre OeHUKCa yKe MepTBo!

... Ynuiia OblTa He OYeHb JIUHHOM WM OYeHb IHPOKOM, HO M0 YIHIIAM IIO-pexkHeMYy OBII0
MHOKECTBO Mara3uHOB, KHOCKOB ¥ IOMOB.B Mupe 6b1y10 6ecyncieHHOe MHOXKECTBO TOPOJIOB,
KaX[Iblil U3 HUX ObIT OMHUM M TEM XKe; YU CO MHOXKECTBOM Mara3uHOB, KHOCKOB U [IOMa; U B 3TUX
JapbKax OBIIM BETXHE CKIIafiCKue (acadbl, JeleBble TOBAPH 1 YeCTHHIE TOPTOBIEL. B moMax Xumu
nobpele u opyxkemnobHble mogu. OnHako nmocenenre OeHUKC OTIUYAIOCHh OT APYTUX TopomoB. IToka
Maras3uHbl ¥ JJAPbKU U JOMa BCe ellle IPUCYTCTBOBAIH, BOKPYT HUKOTO He Ob0. HUKTO, HM OOHOTO
yeJioBeKa He ObII0 BOKPYT.BhITKM IBEpU U OKHA, KOTOPBIE BRICTPOUIIUCH 110 00€MM CTOPOHAM YIIHITHL.
HekoTopeie ObIIM 3aKPHITH, HO BCe ObUTM Pa30UTH. TOJICThIE KYCKHU BT TOKPHIBAIM YIIUIB, BHYTPU
Y CHapyK4 JOMOB ¥ Mara3uHOB. Kprimu u 6anky OBIIN IOJIHE TayTHHKaMU. YepHas KOIKa Oblyia
nopakeHa IaraMy ¥ BHIIPBITHYJIA, HO OHA yKe MoTepsijia OmUTeIbHOCTh U JIOBKOCTh. OH 3abIXacs
¥ XpoMaJi, KOTfia OH 10713 Yepe3 yuIly; OH O0Jblie He BHITISAEN KaK KOILIKa. Pa3Be 3T0 He OBl
M3BECTHBIN (DAKT, UTO IOJI0laHNuEe MOXKET BCe U3MEHUTh?

MozxkeT OBITh, KOT OBIJT €IMHCTBEHHKIM BEIKUBIIIMM CYIIIECTBOM B 3TOM MaJlieHbKOM roponke? Cepaile
@y X0HCIO CTaI0 XOJIONHBIM, JaXke X0JI0gHee, 4UeM Jie3BUe B pykKe.Celiyac OH CTOSJI Ha 3TOU yJIUIlE U
BCe CMOTpeJI CBOMMU Irjla3aMu. Ho OH He MOT II0OBEPUTH, He OCMEJIUJICA [I0BEPUTH U He IIOBEPUIL.
Kakast kaTactpoda mocTturia 3To Mecto? Kak mpou3solria 3ta Tparenus? Ha o6ounHe yIUIbl BUCETIA
cTtapas BeiBecKa. OH Bce elrle MOT Pa3TIsfieTh CI0Ba IO 3TOH IMbINbi0 «CeMeliHas TaBepHa Y9Hb,
JY4LINY ypoxKal B ropofe!» 3To u3HavyaibHO OBIIO OMHUM U3 KPACUBEUIINX BHIBECOK B OKPYTE, HO
Teneph OHa Oblyla pa30uTa U CcIoMaHa, KakK 3yObl MOXKWIKIX Tiofeli. Ho cocTosiHue TaBepHH! OBII0
HAMHOTO XyKe, ueM BrBeCcKa.Dy XOHCI0 CTOSITT MoJTya, Habmogas u oxugas. Korpma Betep yTux, oH
TIOJOIIIeNI K TaBepHe M TOJKHYJI ABeph. Ka3anock, OH BOLIET B MOTHUIIY, KOTOpas Obla
sKkcrymupoBaHa. OH OBIT 31ech paHblie!

XoTsi BUHO He OBIJIO XOPOILIKMM, FOpa3/io MeHee BKYCHBEIM, IO KpaliHei Mepe, 3To OblT He yKcyc. U
MECTO BBITJISIIEIIO [laJIeKO OT MOTHIILL. POBHO I'of Ha3aj 9TO MECTO Bce elle OBII0 3aHSITHIM
3aBefieHueM. [lyTellleCTBEHHUKHY CO BCEX KOHIIOB, KOTOphIE IIPOIUIH Yepes mnocenieHne ®PuHuUKC, ObIn
IIpUBJIeYEHBI BRIBECKOM CHAPYKM X OCTAHOBUJIACH OIS BHIIUBKYU 37leCh. Korfia BUHO BOIIIO B ITyCTHIE
JKeyOKH, JTIogu cTanu 6onTnuBeiMu. CleqoBaTeNnbHO, TaBepHa Bcerga Obiia myMHou. [IIlyMHbIe



TaABEPHHI ITPUBIIEKaNK mofel. TaBepHa Obl/la He OUYeHb MaJIEeHbKOM, HO OHa Bcerfa Ornlia
nepenoiHeHa. Bragemnen TaBepHb ObIT OUeHb OPYKeTI00HBIM, ¥ Ha ero Jinile Bcerga Oblia

ynbibka. Ho yneiOKa Mc4yessa, YUCThIe CTOJIBI CTAIU CTOJIEIIHUIIAMH, HAIIOJIHEHHBIMHU ITBITBIO; 3eMIIS
Obllla 3aMycopeHa CJIOMaHHBIMU BUHHBIMU OYTHIJTKAMU, apOMaTHBIM 3arax BUHA ITPEBPATUIICT B
THUJIOCTHBIN 3araxX, KOTOPHIY BHI3EIBAJ PBOTY. CMeX, OOJITOBHS; JII3TU Beflep U HOXKell, U MacJylo, Bce
3T 3BYKHU ucde3au. OCTanuch TONBKO CKPUIIyYHe 3BYKH Pa30UTHIX OKOHHBIX ITaHEeJIeH,
pa3MaxuBaloIINX BETPOM; U OHU OBINTM CTPAHHO HAITOMUHAIOT B3MaXu KPBIIbEB KPBIIHEB B TIOPhMaX.

He6o noteMHeno ele 0onblle; 0HO ObUI TOYTH 4epHEIM. Oy X0HCI0 MejIeHHO OfOoLIeN K YTy U
HETOPOIIJIUBO CEeJI CIIMHOM K ABEPHU. ITO OBIIT TOT YI'OJIOK, KOTOPBIMA OH CHAEN, KOrMa OH Ipuexast cioaa
rog Hadagn. Ho mecTo ceiuac G710 TOX0Ke Ha MOTUITY; He OBIO MeCTa HUKOMY U3 JKUBBIX

mopnen. [ToueMy OH Bce-TaKu pelnun cectb? OH BCIIOMHUHAI 0 mpornuioM? WMnu ol xkpan? Ecimu Obl OH
BCIIOMUHAJI, YTO MOTJIO CIIyYUTBCS, YTO OBIJIO JOCTOWHO €ro BOCTIOMHUHaHuA? Eciiu oH XKgas, KTo Ulx
yero oH xkpan? 1o 6bita CMepTh? ITO OeicTBUTENbHO CMepTh? ... ..Houb, HaKoHeI], 00HsIa BCIO
3eMi0. He ObIJI0 HUKAKUX JIaMII, CBeYe WK OTHS; TOJILKO TeMHOTA.

OH HeHaBUpen TEMHOTY. TeM He MeHee, TEMHOTa Oblla T0X0XkKa Ha CMepPTh, IOTOMY YTO OHU 00a OBITH
Hen30exkHbL. Tereps, KOrga HaCTyIInIa TEMHOTA, KaK HacyeT cMepTu? OH cumen, He OBUTAsICh, ETO
PyKa Bce ellle KPenKo cxkuMana cabio. Bo3M0oKHO, BB BCe elrle MOTJIM BUETh OJIeJHYI0 PYKY, HO,
KOHEYHO, He calIIi0, MOTOMY YTO OHA PAacTBOPHIACh B TeMHOTe. Bhla U ero cabis CTONb Xe
Hen30exkHOM, Kak cMepTh? Houb OblyIa TAKOM 3Ke TUXOM, KaK CMepPTh. BHe3aIlHO BeTep IpuHec
MeJIOOUYHbIEe HAaNPSAKEeHNI CTPYHHOM HHCTPYMEHTaIbHOM MY3BIKU. B TaKuX yapy4aromux
00CTOSITEeNHCTBAX, KakK OyATO My3bIKa Ipuilina ¢ Hebec. Y ero mycThIX r71a3 ObII0 CTPaHHOE
BBIPAZKEHUE, YCIIbIIIAB 3Ty HebecHY0 My3bIKy.My3blKa HEYKJIOHHO YBeIM4YuBaiack B o0beme. Cpenu
TIOJHSITHS TPOMKOCTH MY3bIKM MOXKHO OBIJIO YCIIBIIIATh CKPUII KOJIEC KOHHOTO 3KuMaxa.KTo, kpome
®y Xoncro, Mor 6pocuThCs B 9T0 3abpoiieHHoe borom MmecTo? I'masza Oy XoHCIO MeIeHHO
BO3BpaIlaJIiCh K CBOEH IIepBOHa4YaIbHOM XOJIOMHOCTH, HO PyKa, KoTopas Oblyia Ha ero cabie, elie
CUITbHEe CXKaJlach.

MoxeT ObITh, OH 3HaJI YeJioBeKa, KOTOPHIY Ien? HeyXemnu oH XOaj 3Toro yeynoBeka? MoxkeT OBITS,
3TOT 4YeJioBeK Ovln camoyl CMepThio? Kakasi My3bika 3By4asa Ha HeOecax? HUKTO HUKOTa HE
CHIBIIIAJ, KaK 3By4uT HebecHas My3bika! Ho ecnu O cyinecTBoBana popMa My3bIKH, KOTOpas Morjia
PacTOIUTh Cepalle U faxe AYIIY, 3Ta My3blKa Oblyia Obl CTOJNB ke O113Ka K HeOeCHOU MY3HIKe, KakK ee
MOZKHO OBIJIO YC/IBIIATH Ha 3eMJie. My3bIKa, KOTOpylo ciyman Oy XoHCi0, HECOMHEHHO, CTaHET
HebOecHoM My3bikoi. Ho @y XoHcio He pacnabuicsa.OH cumen U ciylina, Ho Mon4as. BHe3amHo
OBICTpHIe IIATW BOLUIK B TaBEPHY BOCEMb MYKYWH, ONETHIX B YePHEIE [Ta/IbTO C KPACOUHBIMU
IIeJIKOBEIMU CTBePTKaMH, IPUBI3aHHBIMU K UX TanusaM. Bce oHE Hecnu 6aMOyKOBBIE KOP3UHBL; 9TH
KOP3UHEI COflepXKalu 0CoOble TPeIMeThl, B TOM YKCJIe TPSIIKU U METIIHL.

HuKTO U3 HUX He 0CTAHOBUIICS, YTOOH B3rNgHYTh Oy XoHCI0. OgHAX I B TaBePHE OHU Hadanu
YUCTUTH U yOUpaTh TaBepHY. Bce oM paboTanu 60apo. OHU He TONBKO ORICTPO paboTasy, HO U OYEHb
a¢bdekTuBHO. B nonypa3pylleHHOM TaBepHe 4yfeca IPOU30IIN 3a 0YeHb KOPOTKUYU IIPOMEXKYTOK
BpeMeHU.Kaxiblii yTOIOK U TpelrHa OblIM OYUIeHE], II0KA He 0CTa0Ch MATHHIIKO IblTu. O6ou
ObLIM BBICTABIIEHE!, @ OyCUHEI BUCENH Ilepef OBepHEIMU paMaMu. Ha Bcex CTonax CTOSIIN CKaTEPTH U
[laxke KpacHBIY 11071, TOJIBKO TOT yroJl, Ha KoTopoM cunell Oy X0oHCI0, 0CTaJICsa HETPOHYTHIM. Kak
TOJIBKO BOCEMb UeJIoBeK OblIM yOpanuch, OHU CTOSINIU Y BXOfa BO3Jie BXOOa B TaBepHY. UeTBEPO
JKEHIIVH, OOETHX B IPKUE OfeKIH], BOIUIM B TaBEPHY, fepKa 6aMOyKoBble KOP3UHbLL. OHU IOCTaBUIN
Ha CTOJI CBeXUe I[BETH], €y ¥ BUHO. B UTpy BoIIeN psif CTPYHHEIX aHCaMOyiel, UTpaioiux
IIPEKPaCcHYI0 My3HIKy.Cpeny My3bIKA MOXKHO YCIIBIIIIATh OOUH OapabaHHBIA PUTM. YKe OBIIO0
cepenguHa Houu. i3 0KHA MOXKHO OBLIO YBUAETH ONUHOKYIO GUTYDPY, OLETYI0 B Oerloe, C
OapabanumkoM cTopoxa. OH BRITIAAEN KaK OyX, CTOSIIAY ONUH B TEMHOTE.



OTKy[a MOSIBUJICS 3TOT HOYHOM CTOPOK? ITOCTOSTHHO JTM OH HAITOMHUHAJT JIIOASM O IPHUIIECTBUN
cmeptu? Ha Koro oH HarmoMuHan 3To BpeMs? ITocye Toro, Kak 3aKOHYHUIach peBepbeparus
OapabaHIIMKa, Ha4anach MecHs: «Jlopora K TOPU30HTY, IyTh 0€3 BO3BpalleHus, YeI0BeK ciioMarl
OyIry Ha ropu3oHTe, Ho myima Ovlla clioMaHa, Mpexfe YeM JOCTHYb TOPHU30HTaA ...» IlecHs He Obla
3akoH4MHA. Ho, Ka3asnock Obl, bsHbIM AH Hau el yxKe 111e1 B TaBepHY.
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