- [Torimém, mormpoiraeMcsi ¢ HUM.- CKa3as ba3ui, He mogHuMasi TOJIOBH M CMOTPS B 3€MJTIO.
- Hert.- Pe3ko oTBeTun Mapus u mobexas Kyga-To o yIulle.

- To1 kyma?- Bpocun emy B cnen ba3un, HO He IOIy4YuIl OTBeTa. - He MOXeIlb CMOTPETh, KaK TBOU
npyr ymupaet?! {1 Toxe He Mory! Ho MBI JOIKHBEL C HUM IIONPOIIATHCS!

Mapun He obpallial BAUMaHUS Ha KpUKU ba3una v npubaBul mar.

- Yro Xk, oTnu4yHO.- BypkHyn Ba3un cebe nox Hoc.- Cnabak, s caM noiiny. OToaTh aHb yBaXKeHUS
yMUPaIoIIeMy APYTY, UTO MOXKeT OBITh BaxKHee 3Toro. A?!- Hayan kpuyath b33ui Bo BCIO CHUITY CBOETO
rosioca.- Ckaxu MHe MapuH! YTo MoxKeT OBITh BaxKHee 3TOro?!

[T110HYB Ha 3eMJII0, OH MeMJIEHHO TIOIIEN 10 Y/IUIlEe B CTOPOHY TOPToBOM Ijtomany. Jlronu 6eryT,
6osTCS omo3maTh Ha Ioy. [lyman ba3un ckpexkeTa 3ybamMu oT 31m0cTu. berute, 6erute. Tam ke OyneT
Tak Becesio! MOXKHO IOyMaTh, B ropofe O0Jbllle TPECTYITHUKOB HET, HUIIKE... KA3HAT HULIUX. ITO
ke cMernHo! Ho momssM HpaBuTCS. MHTEPECHO, HeYKeNNH TOJIBKO TaK MOXKHO HOOUTHCS BBICOT?
Heyxenu, TOMbKO HalIeBaB Ha CIIPaBEAIMBOCTh ¥ YIOBIETBOPSS XKeJTaHUS TOJIIB MOXKHO IIOJHSATHCS
B I'Ta3ax nofei? HeT, 3To He Tak. 4 He X04y B 3TO BEPUTH, 3TO HE MOXKET OBITh ITpaBHok!

Ba3un oKuHY B3rJIAO0M [JI0IIaAb, Ha KOTOPOU yKe OIyCKaJsICd TOIIOp Hal OYepenHOU [AEeBYIIKOMH,
pHIIaBIneit, B 6eccepmeyHor XBaTKe KOPOJIEBCKOTO Iaiayva.

B23u mpoTHCHYIICS B TIEPBEIE PSAbL, Iepen HeOOIbIINM AePEeBIHHEIM IIOMOCTOM, Ha KOTOPOM CTOsIJIa
1J1axa ¥ najaayd, OKyTaHHBIYA B YEPHBEIM KOMOMHE30H.

- Hago xe, cam Jlopa Topad u HavanbHuK cTpaxu [lenapuc 3mech.- [Tocabiancs rojioc OOQHOr0 U3
3€eBakK.

53311 OKUHYII B3TJIAI0OM IIePBHIE PSABI CTOSIINX. [[eICTBUTENBHO, IO IIPaBYI0 CTOPOHY OT HETO
CTOSIJIM 3TH [IBO€ TocIof.- [Ipuiiimy mo00BaThCs Ha IJION CBOMX CTapaHuii.- Tuxo mporenTtan bazur,
enBa cuepxkuBas ceOs1, YTO ObI HM KMHYTHCS HA HUX ¥ HE CJIOMATh UX THYCHBIE IIEH.

V3 MOBO3KM CTOAIIEHN y Kpas IIOMOCTa BHILIEI CTApUK, U y ba3uia KonbHYI0 cepale. Opii, OH
BHITJISIAEN TaK, OYOTO OH OBbLT Y3HUKOM B YTOJIBHBIX IIIAXTaX C CaMOT0 ero poxaeHus. [IpocTo
TIOPa3UTEeIIbHO, KaK Hag3upaTe/ln YMEeIOT JIOMaTh JIIOACKYI0 BOM0. Kak ymMeoT BRIOMBATE U3 JIIOfIEl BCE
XKenaHue XKuTh. CTapuK CMOTPEJI Ha IJIaxXy KaK Ha CllaCeHue, KaK Ha CBAIIEeHHbIN ['paab, KOTOPHIN
130aBUT €Tr0 OT 3TUX CTPAJaHUM.

- Hy Bcé!- Brionromnoca peikHY Ba3un u cuenan mar Buepén. 2Kemnas 6pocutcs Ha [leaprca U B OJHO
OBUKEHME Pa30pBaTh ero momojgaM. Ho Kpuk u3 ToJmsl 060pBal ero HaCTPOM.

- Tak ero! ITycTh Bce 3HatOT! MbI He IOTEPIIUM 3TUX TPSI3HBIX 000PBAHIIEB B HalleM ropope!- Bazun
pe3Ko 00epHYJICS Ha 3BYK, 3BYK ObLI TaK 3HAKOM U OH BCEM CEPAIIEM Haflesyicsi, YTO 0003HaCs.
[IpssMo 13 TONMEL, OTKYyZa JOHOCUJIUCH BO3TJIACH, Ha IIOMOCT IIOJHSAJICSA MapuH.

- Bel uTo mymanu?! Bam Bcé 3mech MOxkHO?!- Hayan opath OH, TTISIOS MIPSIMO Ha JpJjia, KOTOPEIN OT He
IIOHUMas ellé cuiabHee mobnenHesn. X0TSI Ka3ajloch, YTO 3TO OBIII0O HE BO3MOXKHO.

B93un CcTOsI1, OTKPHIB POT ¥ HE B CHJIaX IOIIEBEINTHCS, OH, HAaBEePHOE, OLIYIIal ceiyac TOXKe 4TO U
9pr.

- Opyr? Tol uTO Hecémmb?!- BapeBen ba3ui, HO ero KpUK TYT Ke 3arjIyLInl KPUK TOJIIHL.



- Jlropu! XBatut ux Tepnets! OHU 3apa3Hble! OHu rpsa3ubie! OHU TPOralOT HAaC CBOMMU BOHIOYKUMU
pykamu! MBI 9TO, MOJIXKHEI BCE 3TO BOT TakK OCTaBUThL?!- Kpuuan MapuH ¢ moMocTa, oOpalrasch K
Tosre. Tosa JIUKOBasa, faxe Te, KTO MUHYTY Ha3a[l COMHEBa/IUCh, HaYa/Iu KaXaaTh KPOBU.

- 3HA4uT, g ObLI 1paB.- [Ipomientan cam cebe B33uit. 3710CTh yIIa, @ HA CMEHY el IPUIIIIO OTYasTHHUE.
Kak ke OBICTPO JIIOOM MEHSIOT CBOIO TOUKY 3pEeHUs, KaK e JIETKO OHU BHYIIaeMbl. 533U mepeBén
B3rJIsI Ha [lenapuca, ¥ 3aMeTHUJI, KaK Ha ero JIiIle PacTsIruBaeTCs JIUKYyollas yiasi0ka. [1o ero
ria3am ObIJIO BUAHO, YTO 3TO BHICIIAS ITOXBajla €r0 CTapaHusIM.

- OTpy6ute eMmy ronoBy!- 3akpuydan MapuH U CO BCel CUJIH yaapuil Jpja mo auiy. HeMomHbi
CTapuK, ociabeHHbI OT HeXBATKU eIbl ¥ COJTHEYHOT0 CBeTa, PyXHYJI Ha 3eMJII0 KaK KaMeHb. MapuH
TIOJHSJI PYKY B BEPX U NOJIYYUB IPU3HAHKE TOJIIIB U COCKOYMB C IIOMOCTa, Hadal IpobupaThCs
CKBO3b TOJIIILY.

- Mapun! 4 yOnio Tebst ckoTHHa!- Pa3marncs peByunii romoc ba3uma. Ycnelmas ero, Mapus nmpubaBun
[Iary 4 B OMHO MCHOBEHUE CKPBIJICS 3a IIOBOPOTOM.

B93un 6bIT HACTPOEH [OTHATh €T0, BO UTO OBl TO HU CTaj0, HO 3a0exkaB 3a MMOBOPOT, YBUIEI, UTO OH
ero Xmer.

- BricTpo! 3abepu crapuka!- Havan kpudaTh MapuH, pa3MaxuBasi pyKaMu, 4YTO ObI OCTAHOBUTH
Hecymerocs Ha Hero Konocca.

Ba3urn, He c6aBnss X01a, CO BCEY CHUJIBI 3apPSAUJI CBOUM IIYIOBEIM KYJIaKOM B I'OJIOBY MaJIeHbKOTO
Mara u3 KOJUIeTHH.

- ypaxk, cayirai MeHs!- OTKaIUIMBasCh KPOBLIO Hayasl TOBOPUTD, YyOOM He IOTEPSIBUINE CO3HAHKE
MapuH.- Ckaxu, 4To cTapuk 0osen! 3abepu ero orcroma!

- Tol 0 uém?!- PsiBkHYT B33ui, HO MapuH He yCIIell OTBETUTh, OH IIOKQYHYJICS ¥ PYXHYII Ha 3eMJII0 U3
CBOEro MoNycuas4ero nojgoxenusi. -4epr!- Kpukayn 5azun u nobexkasn Ha3af K TOJIIE.

[Tamay4 XOmuI BOKPYT JI€KAIeT0 CTapHKa, HHOTIa TOCTYKUBAsI eT0 PYKOsSIThio Tomopa. Omucas erreé
OIUWH KPYT, OH IOTHSIJI €T0 3a TPYOKH ¥ JIETOHBKO MUTEIHY 1o juily. CTapuK He moJaBa MPHU3HAKOB
Xu3HU. [Tayay IPUIOKUI PYKY K €ro 1iee ¥ HeMHOTO II0CTOSIB, OPOCHII TeJI0 CTapuKa B IPYrod Kpau
IIOMOCTA.

- Y Hero nmeHa u30 pTa UOET, U Imynbca HeT! OH ymep.- HenoBko cka3arn oH, rinansa Ha HavanbHuKa
CTpaxu.

- Oa?- Ycmexuyncs [enapuc.- Hy u 9to ¢ Toro? Py6u emy ronosy!

Ba3un cTosin, HU4Yero He moHUMasi, MapuH mpocui 3abpaTh cTapuka, HO OH ke MEPTB! OH cam yOun
ero! Ho, TyT 4T0-TO U3 r7yOMHBL QYN HAIIOMHUIIO MY, YTO MapuH [0 CHX 1TOp ero gpyr. YTo oH
HUKOTa He [laBaJjl T0BOJa YCOMHUTLCSA B HEM. CHesaTh, KaK OH CKa3as? ITO MOXKeT OBITh JIOBYIIKA,
UJTA €T0 XUTPHIM IIJIAHOM 10 CITaCeHUI0 JpIia.

- a s ny4iie ympy, ueM Oyly COMHEBAThCSI B CBOUX Apy3bsx!- [Tpoumnen basui.- [Toctoite! A Bpau
nponyctute!- Hadan Kpu4yaTh OH, pacTajIKuBas pyKaMu Tonmny. llenapuc He y3Han MapuHa, HO ero
OH y3HaeT HellpeMeHHO. Kak KcTaTu 4To y Hero Oblyla Macka [jis JIUIla, CoelaHHas U3 pybaxu Ams
3aMJIaHNPOBAHHOTO HeJJaBHO HallaJeHNs Ha KOHBOU. Hallenus e€, OH BCKOYWI Ha IIOMOCT U
nonbexarn K Jpiy, felasi BUM, UYTO OCMaTPUBAET €ero.



- Tet KTO Takou!?- Kpukuyn [lenapuc, yBUeB Takoe CBOEBOINE. YKe BTOPOU YeI0BEK O3B0 cebe
IIOMHSATHCS Ha IOMOCT 6e3 ero Ha TO COTJIacusl, 3TO HeBUIaHHAS NeP30CThb.

- §1 Bpau! OTOT YyemoBek MEPTB, HO OH MOXKeT OBITh 3apa3eH.- Cka3an Ba3un u meMoHCTPaTUBHO
TIOITPABUII MACKY, fiefiast Buf, OYATO He CKPHIBAET CBOIO IMYHOCTH, @ 3aLIUIIAETCS OT HEBEIOMOM
3apasbl.

- Bot kak? 3apas3HbIii 3HA4uT,- bpe3rnuBo orBeTun [lenapuc.- HemennernHo y0epu ero orciomna!

Ba3un cxBaTui CTapyKa Ha IJIeY0 U CIIPHITHYJI ¢ IOMOCTa. Tojina mepef HUM BMUT PacCTYIUIaCk.
JIromu 3amphIrMBajIy Ha IOMOCT, TOJKAIUCh U TONITaIM TeX, KTO yIaJ, JIe3NId APYT APYTY Ha T'OJI0BY,
TOJIbKO OBl OKa3aThCs MOfaIblIe OT TeJla 9TOT0 CTapuKa. ba3us 3abexkars 3a yroy U CXBaTUJI Ha
BTOpOe IIJIedO jexaiiero 6e3 4yBcTB MapuHa. OTJISHYBIINCH U YIOCTOBEPUBIINCH, UTO HUKTO U3
TIofey He I0XKeJian I0C/IefjoBaTh 3a HUM, OH ITOCIIEIINIT B HOYIEXKKY.

- O0BsicHUCH!- OTO OB IIEpPBHIE CJIOBA, KOTOPHEe MapuH yCIbIiai, Npuas B co3Hanue. OH
IIPUIIONHSJICA C KPOBaTH U YBUEJ HaBUCIIEro Haf HUM Ba3una.-Tel yous ero! Tol CBOUME PyKaMu
yOun Hauero gpyra!

- [la He Hecu 4yIb.- YCMexHyJCS MapuH, efiBa IIeBesis rydamMu. {1 BCHOMHUJI, YTO Y MEHS OCTaJCs
0anmb3aMUpPYIOMUHI 3TUKCUD. [109TOMY g U TOKUHYN TeOs TOT{a, He ObII0O BDeEMEHU BCE OOBSICHSTH.

- Tak. lans1me.- KI/IBHYJ'I ronoBou basun xkenas YCIBIIIATh ITPOOOJIZKEHNE.

- Tel TipaB, s ero youmn. ToJIbKO C OMHOM ITOIIPaBKOM, OH 0KKBET, KaK TOJIBKO NENCTBHE 3JIUKCHPA
3aKOHYHUTC.

- Bor kak!- O6papnoBancs ba3ui.- 3HauuT, 5 3psg B Tebe coMHeBascs apyxuie! Th IPOCTH MEHS 3a
TOT yAap, 5 IpaBfAa He 3HAI0, YTO Ha MEHS HaIIJo.

- [Tomoxnu,- mepebun ero MapuH.- OH IPOCHETCS, BOT TOJILKO KOTZa, 1 He 3Hai0. OTOT 3JTUKCUP
OuYeHb MOTYIIECTBEHHAs U 3alpeTHas Bellb. He crpainuBai, OTKya OH y MeHs, HO... OPJI MOXKeT
OYHYTBHCS 3aBTPA, @ MOXKET ¥ Yepe3 THICSUY JIeT.

ba3un cen Ha KPOBATH U IIPUHATI TaKou Xe CypOBI:IIZ BH] KaK UMe€EJI O 3TOT 0.

- THI XO04elb CKa3aTh, YTO 3TOT CTAPUK MOXKET IEePEXUThH Hac BCEX, BKITIoUass IPHUHUI, HE IPUXO[S B
CO3HaHuUe?

- BepHO, IpeBHUE Maru OKPOIIUINM CBOE TEJI0 JIMKCUPOM, KaK 5 TeJIo IpJia B MOMEeHT yaapa. OHU 1o
CHUX TIOp JIeXKaT B CllelMabHOM XpaHUINIE B Kojneruu. 2KayT yaca, 4To 6kl BEPHYTCS B HAIl MU,
XKIYT 3TOT0 Yaca BEKaMHU.
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