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— Bce ycunus 6ecnosnesnsl! C cerogHsAMIHET0 OHS TEMHBIE 31b(E OyAyT mpaBuTh CyMepeyHOi
3oHoM! — nmpobopMoTana AHHA, ¥ TEMHO-CEPas TeHb Hadalla IIPOCTUPATLCS OT €€ CIIMHEI 110 BCEH
obnacru.

[MTocpenu TEMHO-CEPOTO MUPA, PACTEHHUS U XKHUBOTHbIE HCTOIIAMK CBOK XKU3HEHHYIO CYLUTHOCTh U
IIPeBpAIaIKNCh B METe.

— Ccdepa YBsimanusi! — BIONT0ON0Ca KpUKHYyNa AHHA, @ BHYTPHU 3TOM 0071aCTH KOJNbIla CEPOr0 CBETA
B30PBA/IMCh Ha TEJIaX PHILAPEN TEMHBIX 97TbGOB, HATIOTHSIS WX SPOCTHIO0 U XPabpPOCThHIO.

YTo KacaeTcs BParos, 3aTPOHYTHIX 00/1aCThI0, OHU Cpa3y xKe O6Hapy}KI/IJ'II/I, YTO UX Te€Jla CTAPEIOT, a UuX
XKHN3HEHHas ChJla KUCTOLIAaeTCd.

— HckyccrBenHast Cdhepa! AHHA, OT Havasla ¥ OO KOHIIA, TH Bcerya Oblyla Ha Iar BIepeau MeHs.

XpaHI/ITeHB, KOTOpLIﬁ TeIlePb BREITTIAOEN KaK My2XK4YKMHa CPEOHUX JIET, B3OOXHYJI, a U3 €ro Tejla
XJIBIHYJTIO 00bIIIOe KOTUYECTBO 30710TOr0 cBeTa. OH CIIOBHO IIPpEBPATHUIICA B COJIHIIE.

IIBe cdeprl CTOMKHYNIUCH OPYT C APYTOM, a BO3AYX, Ka3ajoCh, CXJIOMHYJICS, BEI3BIBASI OTPOMHBIE
IIPOCTPAHCTBEHHBIE UCKAXKEHUS.

Ha 3eMiie Maru ucrosab30Baiy HelaBHO MOSIBUBIIKECS TPAHIIEH B KaUeCTBe IEPBOM TMHUN 000POHEL.
TeMHbIe 31b(HI BCE ellle TPOIOIXKaIU CBOE HallafeHue. B 9TOT MOMEHT BCsl OKpyzKaroiasi 00/1acTh
IIOrPy3uJiach B BOMHY.

Maru BCIO0 CBOIO 9HEPIUI0 TPATHUJIX 30ECh U HUKAK HE MOTJIM CJIOMATb Opr}KaIOH.II/Iﬁ X KOKOH.

BorbImoi Geblii KOKOH ITPOOOJIKAI TBEPHO CTOSTh, ¥ IaXKe eCJIU er0 IOBePXHOCTh CTaJIKUBAJIACh C
Marvey, OHa 0CTaBaJlach 11eJI0¥ ¥ HEBPEIUMOM, IIPOSIBIISIS CBOU BHICOKKE 000POHUTETbHEIE
CIIOCOOHOCTH.

Ilaxe ecnu OT OUTBEI MeXay MaraMu 3 PpaHra a0 IMMOBEPXHOCTHU O0JI€TaJId OCTATOYHEIE 3aKJIIMHAHUA U
IMOBPpEeXKIaJIin ITIOBEPXHOCTH, TO HECKOJIBKO MAJIEHBKHUX ITAYKOB TYT K€ IIOAIIOI3allh U BHITIJIEBRIBATIH
HHUTH, BOCCTaHaBJIMBas LEJIOCTHOCTE.

Takast MoIIfHast pereHepaTuBHas CIIOCOOHOCTh 3aCTaBJIsijia MaroB BHYTPU U CHAPSKY apeHHI OIIyIIATh
OTHasHbBE.

— Tul eme He Halen ero? — crnpocusia BuHac y AapoHa.

Cenyac OHM CTOSIJIM CIIMHOM K CIIMHE, a BOKPYT HUX IJlaBaju 4acTu Meda MeTeopa, oTpaxas aTaku
MaroB TEMHBIX 3J1b(G)0B, PEBOJIIOLMOHHON apMUX U O€CUMCIIEHHBIX MaJIeHbKHX ITayKOB.

CuTtyarus Ha mmoyiie OUTBBE pa3BUBajacCh 10 ClleHapuio JIOHT00TTOMAa, HallPaBIsIsch B CTOPOHY mMoOembl
TEMHBIX 371b(DOB.

Maro Toro, 4TO OEBSITh MOTYIIIECTBEHHEIX MAroB 2 paHra OblIM CKOBaHHI, CIOfla TAaWKOM ITPOPHIBAIOCH
MHOKECTBO MaroB Bpara. M3-3a He0XKHUJaHHOTO HallafieHus, Ha KOTOPOe HUKTO He CMOT BOBPEMS
OTpearupoBaTh, MHOTHE Maru norubany Ha pyKaX CBOMX TOBapHILEH.

Brmo6aBok, B 30He ITPOBENEHUSI COPEBHOBaHUM JIOHTOOTTOM OISTh YTO-TO YCTPOHUTL.



— Eime HeT, — KPUBO yCMeXHYJCS AapoH, — 3aroBop JIOHT60TTOMa CITUIIKOM CclioxeH. OH
(baKTHYECKHU KCII0Ib30Basl ce0s1, YTOOR COCPEIOTOYUTE BCE HAllle BHUMAHKE, OCTABIASA KITI0Y K OUTBE
IPSIMO TToCpenu 1mojist 60s.

OH pa3MaxuBall PyKOSIThIO Meda, 1 O0JbIIOe KONMUYeCTBO OesIoTo MiIaMeHU Pa3phiBasio HUTH B
BO3MyXeE.

— OyeHb CII0KHO OIPEENUTDb 3TH IIOTOKH, PAaCIIPOCTPAHSIONINECS 10 BCEM TEPPUTOPUM. B TOT
MOMEHT, KOTa OHM HauMHAIOT 00MaTHIBAaThCS BOKPYT TeJla, OHM HAaYMHAIOT MOTPEOIATh IYXOBHYIO U
Maru4ecKyio CHJy, KOTOPYIO MBI KCIIOJIb3yeM MIJISl MTOATMTKY 3aKIuHaHui! YToOH pa3pyIIuTh 3TU
IIOTOKY ¥ M30aBUTh OT HUX HaM HYKHO HaAWTH IIeHTp 3TOM ¢opmaruu!

— Ho s He MOT'y YBUIETD €T0 B CBOUX IIPEOBUAEHUSIX! — MIPOU3HEC AAPOH C MPAUYHBIM BhIPaKEeHUEM.
«enyika MepiuH, 4TO IPOUCXOTUT?»

«[Toxoxe, 4TO 60JIE€ CUJIbHBIA Mar MOJIb3YeTCSl CUJION CyabObl U CKPHIBAET OT TeOsI HEKOTOPhIE BEIIIU.
Pa3 oH CKpBIBa€TCSA OT TBOUX IIPOPOYECTB, 3HAYUT OH MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIN YEJIOBEK C CUJIOH, II0
KpalHel Mepe, 2 paHra. 4 maxe momo3peBalo, YTO UM MOXKET 0Kal3aThCsl Mar 3 paHra TEMHEIX
31b¢OoB!»

Cepr€3HO 0TBETUT MepuH.
«Torma MBI MOXKEM HCKATh TOJIBKO B TE€X MECTaX, TIe CXOTUTCS 9HEPTUsi?» CepbEe3HO CIpocun AapoH.
BHe3amHOo OH IOAHSJI CBOIO PYKOSTH U YKa3all el BIIPaBo.

*BeH!* Bernble 1€3BUST CBETA TPOHECITUCH IO HEOY, ¥ BhIpAXKeHUe JIUIla TEMHOTO 371b(a 0TpaXkaso
HeBepHe, KOTMa ero Tejio pa3fe/Inoch Ha IBe YaCTH U MOJIEeTeJI0 Ha 3eMIIIO.

Xaoc! AapoH ayMmar, 4TO OH OKa3aJICs Mocpenu Xaoca!

MHorue Mary peBOJIIOLMOHHOM apMUU, TEMHBIE 97Tb(HI, @ TAKXKe BHI3BAaHHBIE MU CYIIECTBA
cpaxkamnuch mocpenu obnactu. HekoTopsle Maru gaxe TaiHO OTOMCTHUJIM CBOMM IIPOLIIBIM
obuguyrKaM. ITH KPOBOIIPOJIUTHEIE OMTBEI IPHUBEJIH K ellle 60JbIIeMy Xaocy.

B camom nienTpe, Basnuu cpaxancs ¢ JIOHTr60TTOMOM.

OHeprus OMTBH MeXIy MaraMu 2 paHTa HAIOJIHsIa BCI0 OKPYXKaAIOIIyi0 061aCTh, I09TOMY BCE Maru
cTapanuck u3berars e€.

Hepmaneko oT eHTpa oISt OUTBEI CTOSIIH [EBSATH JIEASHBIX CKYIBITYP. HecMoTps Ha HEBOJIBHO
[OJIeTAOIIKe CI0Ja BOJIHE OT CPakKeHHUs MaroB 2 paHra, HY OflHA M3 HUX He IOCTPajiaia, Co3aaBas
CUJIbHBINM KOHTPACT MeXOYy HUMU U OKPYKAIOIIUM UX XaoCOM 1 6ecropsiakoM. BoKpyr HUX maxe
JIezKajid BHICYIIIEHHbIE TPYIIH, U BCE OHM SIBNISTIMCH MaraMu CyMepedHOU 30HH, KOTOPHIE TaliKoM
TPoOUPaNKCh U MBITAIMCh TPOOYAUTH MaroB 2 paHra.

— Jlaxe c gpeBHUM HacnegueM U MmnepatopckuM [ToazemasiM 3uMHUM [laykKoM, CyIIeCTBOM,
KOTOpPOE MOXKET COMEepPHUYATh C MaraMu 2 paHra, THl BCE PABHO He MOXKEIIb OfI0JIETh MEHS, TIOTOMY
YTO MYCOp BCerfa OCTaHEeTCS MycopoMm!

B aToT MoMeHT OHUTBa MeXIOy MaraMu 2 PaHTa IIoAXoauiIa K KOHITY.

Boxkpyr nuiia JIoHT60TTOMa IOSIBUIICS YEPHBIH ra3, ¥ (aHTOMHOe U306pakeHue mayka yCTPEMUIOCh



K ero Teny.
— Aaa! — BBIpaxeHue ero nulia UCKas3uiaoch.
— Bce XuBBIe CyllecTBa pacnagyTCs U BEPHYTCS B 3eMIIIO!

CunbHasi, TEMHas, X0JIOMHAas ¥ ODHOBPEMEHHO CMePTEJIbHO-CIIOKOMHAS aypa OKyTasa 06/1acTh, Kak
OynTO OHM OKa3a/KCh IIOCPENU allOKaIUIICUCa.

JIoHTO6OTTOM BHE3AIIHO CTaJI IIOX0XK Ha MPAYHOTO JXKHeIla, U, BaJbsIKHO IIaras, 0Ka3aJics mepep
BasnuHoM.

— Ileuats! — ymapus ero nagoHbl0, basnuH BHIUIIOHYII IIOJIHBIMA POT KPOBU U OTJIETENI Ha3af, a 3aTeM
JIoHT60TTOM OKa3zaJjics Iocpenu cinuHel Mmneparopckoro 3uMHero [layka.

*Uu yu...* Umneparopckuii [log3emubiil 3uMHnM [1ayk n3gan 3ByK, KOTOPHIM IIOXOAUIT Ha SPOCTh U
CTpaxX OMHOBPEMEHHO.

Cpa3y oH 3aMeTu1, Kak JIOHTO0TTOM JOCTal YePHYI0 MeTaJUIn4eCKy10 OYTEIIKY C TOHKUM
OTBEPCTHEM U HAIEIWII €€ Ha Hero. YyBCTBO HEM30EKHOM KaTacTPO(E! 3aM0IOHUIIO ET'0 CepPAIIe.

— Kaxk ThH mocMen He IeHUTH J0OPOTY MaTpuapxa! Bemukuii MaTprapX Tak CUJIbHO GECIIOKOHUIICS O
Te0e, TT03TOMY ¥ OCTaBIIsiia TeOS HA CBSIIEHHON 3eMJie, M THI CTaJjl CBSLIEHHBIM CO3JaHueM. Kak Th
IIOCMeJT IIPeaaTh CBOK pacy?

B aToT MOMeHT JIOHTGOTTOM BHITTISIIEN JOBOIBHEIM, 0COGEHHO KOTIa YBUIE B3BOTHOBAHHOE
BEIpaXKeHue Ha uile basiuHa, KOTOPHIH BCE ellle MIeBaiCs KPOBBIO.

HuTy Menkvx pyHHYeCKHUX LIeTI0YeK BBIIETENIN U3 HeOOIbIIOro OTBEPCTUS U OKYTalld BCE TETIO
Hmnepatopckoro Ilog3emuoro 3umuero Ilayka.

— Apy! — nocnemHo 3akpuyan basnuH. OHY NyTellecTBOBaIl BMECTE B TeYeHUE OUYEeHb
O TENBHOTO TIepuoaa BpeMenu. OH JaBHO yXKe CUuTan Apy CBOUM INapTHEPOM, KOTOPOMY MOT
BCelleJI0 N0BePATh. Temeps, KOrAa ero NOCTENIeHHO 3anedaThBaliv, OH He MOT He BOJIHOBAThCA.

OJIHaKO, B 3TOT MOMEHT, OH PYXHYJI ¥ BHIIJIIOHYII Ol"pOMHbeI T'JIOTOK CGpOBaTO-SeHeHOﬁ KUIOKOCTH.

Cuna .HOHT6OTTOM&, HaIIOJIHEHHAasd CMEPTHIO U YBAOAHKWEM, BTOPI'JIaCh B €r0 T€JI0 X ITOCTOSHHO
IMOXKHKpaJla ero KN3HEHHYIO S9HEPI'HUIO.

B takou cutyauuu, faxe bpous buoycunutens CTONKHyNIach C TAKOX KOJIIOYeH 9Hepruel U He MOTrJia
MI'HOBEHHO U30aBUTHCS OT HEeE.

Basnuu Mor TOIBKO HabII0aTh, Kak TeIo Apy CKUMAJIOCh U 3aCaChIBAJIOCh BHYTPh METAIMYECKOH
Oy TBITIKH.

— Te1 BUmen? 310 TO, YTO IPOU30MAET CO BCEMHU, KTO [I0 3TOT0 oMora tebe, Oyap To JIeUnuH, umu
XKe 9T0T MmnepaTtopckui [Tog3emusiii 3umuuii [Tayk!

YeTKO ¥ XOJIOMHO MPOou3HEC JIOHTOOTTOM. 3aTeM OH 3aredaTas YepHYI0 OYTHIIKY U OJIOXKHUI K cebe
3a TMa3yxy.



OH HeTOPOIIUBO HalpaBuics K basnuny, — Kak omryuieHusi? He Moxernb gBurathcsi? Moé
CmMmeprenbHOe Pa3moxeHne He TaK-TO JIETKO BhIIEPKaTh!

*Bym!*

Haxe c 3amuTtol Oponu, nuno basnuHa IOKpacHeo, a 3aTeM I00JIeHeI0 U [T0C/Ie BCEro pa3fanics
3BYK TPECKAaIIINXCSI KOCTEM.

Ot Bponu BuoycunuTens pa3gancs CTPaHHBIN 3BYK, TOBOPUBIIKN O TOM, YTO OHA HE BHIIEPKUT
momo0HOTO yaapa.

— ITo...ITouemy?

BasnuH mopHAN B3rAn Ha JIOHT60TTOMAa U BBHIIIJIIOHYJI CJI0BA CKBO3b CTHCHYTEIE 3YOHI.

— [Touemy? — JIOHTOOTTOM IIOMHSJI HOTY ¥ HACTYIIXII Ha JTUl0 BasauHa, CUIbHO BOABUB €€ B 3eMITIO.
— Tl cripalnuBaelIb MeHsI, To4eMy? — 3710Bellle YasOHyICsS JIOHT6OTTOM.

— ITouyemy ThI Ovin BEIOpaH Baponom? ITouemy Thl paboTtan B CBepkatomux MonoTtax? B KoH1le
KOHIIOB, TouyeMy Tebs BeiOpan Jleinuu? — perdan JIOHT60TTOM.

— 3HaAYwuT...3HAYUT THI O CUX IIOP BCIIOMUHAEIIL 00 3TUX BelllaX... — IPOU3HEC, BHIIIIOHYB KPOBb
BasmnuH, a JIOHTO0TTOM CHOBa IIPHUKaJll ero T'oJIOBY K 3eMJIe.

— HimenHo! MeHS$ [0 cuX IIOP BCE 3TO 3a00THUT, HO celyac BCE 9TO He UMeeT 3HAUYEHMUSI.

JloHr60TTOM Havasl MaHUaKalbHO CMeAThCsl, — Mar JIelnnH, CMOTPEBIINY Ha MEeHSI CBepXy BHU3, U
THI, KTO YXBATUJICS 3a MO0 BO3MOXKHOCTb, TETIEPh JIEXKUTE Y MOUX HOT, KakK MepTBhle cobaku! Korga-
TO $1 ITOKJISJICS, YTO 3aCTABIII0 BCEX, KTO IIpe3upasl ¥ YHUXKAJ MEeHs, 3alIaTUTh 3a 9T0, ¥ Telephb
OCTaJIUCh TOJILKO BhL. [103BOJIb MHE CIIPOCUTH, MHE CTOUT CIiepBa 103a00TUTHCS 0 JIeUINHe UK XKe 0
tebe... O Touno! d creimarn, 4yTo y Te0s ecTh )KeHa, BepHO? fl CIbIlIal, 4To 3Ta XKeHIUHa U3
IBOPSIHCKOM cemMbu. He BOMHYICS, 1 XOPOILIO 0 Hel m103a00vycCh.

— T#HI...TH CMeE€NIb. ..
Basnun ucneiTan Takyio SpPOCThb, YTO Ha ero JIUIlEe BCIJIBIIA BEHBI, HO BCKOPE €ro OISATh IpUXKaJIu.
— Yro 51 gena? [IuTio CyabOBl TETEPh CYXKAEeHO yIacTh!

AapoH ymapun ¥ 0TOUIT aTaKy TeMHOTO 3/1bda, HO TYT 3Ke ObLI TopakeH BpaxKeCKUM 3aK/IMHAHUEM U
OT HEro OTJIeTell KyCOK ILJIOTH.

— B nmpopouecTBax s He BUXKY HUKAKOM HaJexXK/bl, YTO OH CMOXKET ITIePeBEPHYTh IIOTOK CYObObI!

— OmpenenéHHO ecTh Haflexkaa! JTa cusa 3aokeHa B KaXIoM Mare U 00513aHHOCTh CyMepeyHoH
30HBI, CMOTPeTh Ha cBeT Bo ThMe! Jltonu CymMepeyHoi 30HHE 0053aTeIbHO BEIKUBYT, a CllaBa Maros
OCTaHEeTCS BeYHOU!

BopMoTasna BruHac no3afu Hero, a eé rja3a 3aTyMaHUIIUCh.
— Yrto npoucxomut? THL...4TO TH BuOeIa?

AapoH GBI TOPaXKeH ¥ OIYTHUII, KaK PSAOM C HUM 4Y€JIOBEK yIIaj Ha IMOJL.



— Yrto Takoe?

AapoH TyT XKe 00epHYJICS, U PACIIUPUII Ijla3a 0T YBUAEHHOTO.

Bunac onycTunacse, a B €€ rpyou Topuano cepebpsiHoe ne3pue. OHO yKe IIPOH3UIIO €€ cepalle.

— Tel...THL...mo4eMy? f ceituac moasyeuy Tebsi! — AapoH OIIyTHII, KaK CJIE3HI IIOTEKJIM U3 €ro Ijas.

— Hert! He Hapo! — BuHac npoTsiHyia HalOJIHEHHBIE KPOBbIO PYKU U PEIIUTEJIbHO OCTaHOBUIIA
Aapona. — TonbKO ¢ Moeit cMepThio CBsleHHoe [TnamMs cMoxkeT 00beIMHUTHCS, a TaKXKe ThI
cMoKellb cobpaThk Bce YacTu Meua MeTeopa u cpa3uThcst ¢ JIoHT60TTOMOM!

— Her, Hert, HeT! [JonxkeH ObITh cr1ocob! [JonkeH ObITH APYTO¥ MyTh! — pyKa AapoHa JpOTHYy/Ia U OH
pas3phImacs.
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