Bot yxe Tpu gHs JIOKM mepxKasics TONBKO Ha Bo3ayxe u oTdasHuu. OH OTIIPABISJICS B KAXKIBIN U3
MHPOB, UCIIOJIb3YST 1T CKPHITHST KAaK MOXKHO MEHbIIIe MaTruy, YTOOB! HAJIOXKUTh Yaphl, HEOOXOIUMEbIE
IUIST 3aITUTHI €r0 IoMa, ero HCTUHHOTO noMa. OOuH caeas CBOM BEIOOD, ¥ JIOKH OTpearupoBall
cootBeTcTBeHHO. OH 60JIbIle He ObUT HU IpuHIIEM Acrapaa, Hu OpaToM Topa, Hu OTMHCOHOM, HU
cetHOM Opurru. Ecnu 661 oH Mor, TO Oosbiie He OB OBl ACTapareM.

Ho co Bcem atuMm JIoku MoOT pa3o0paThcs u moToM. [ToToM. EMy ocTanock mpou3HECTH 3aKJIMHAHKE
TIOCJIEHUH Pa3, B ITOCIeNHEM 1IapCTBe, U TOT{Ia HOBHIM MUP OymeT B 6€30IIaCHOCTH, Ha CBET IOSIBUTCS
Maru4eckuil Mup. JIOKu rimy00Ko BOOXHYII, OILIyINasi, Kak cllabeoT KOHeYHOCTH. 3a MOCIeNHre
HECKOJIBKO IHEeH yCTaJI0CTh IIPOIMKTAlIa ero HyTPO, ¥ OH 3HAJI, YTO KaK TOIBKO BEPHETCS JOMOU K
PancTony u AMapusIuc, TO IPOCIUT HECKOJIBKO MecsIieB. He oOpaiiiast BHUMAHUS Ha YTOMJIEHUE, OH
IIPOLIETTa 3aKIHHAHKE.,

Jloku mokuHyn AnbdxerM u 00HaPYKUII, UTO CIIOTHIKAETCS Ha II0Jie IIPSIMO 3a CTEHaMu
KOPOJIEBCKOT0 3aMKa B Acrapae. OH HEHaONTro yaa Ha KoneHu. Ero mocmexu OBUTH MTOKPHITH
TEUTBIO, TPSI3LI0 M KPOBBIO. B HEKOTOPEIX MUpaXx He GLUIO IPOCTO UK Ge3omacHo, Xenb 1 ETyHxedim
Obl1u 6ojlee YeM HerOCTENPUUMHE K JIOKM, TI0Ka OH HaKjIaAbiBajl Yaphl. Ho paHeHUs HUYEro He
3HAYUJIY, BaXXHbI OBUIM JTUITHL PajiCTOH U ero Hapo#. ['TaBHOe — 3TO ero oM.

JIOK¥ C TpyaOM MTOOHSIJICS U, CIIOTHIKAsICh, Hayalsl 00XOJUTh X0JIM, COOUPAsSICh C MBICTIAMU. Y HETO
OBLJI0 OCTATOYHO Maruu, YTOOR MPOM3HECTH 3aKIMHAHKE B ITOCJIEIHUN pa3 U BEPHYTHCS Ha 3EMITIO,
Jloku moizkeH OblT yOEmUThCS, YTO MY XBaTUT cuil. MHOro myTu He 6b110. OH Havanl 0CTOPOXKHO
PUCOBATh PUTYAJIbHBIM KPYT Ha OTJIMBAIOIIEH 30JI0TOM TPaBe, CIIBIIITHO OBITIO JIKIIE IJIECK KPACKH B
BeJIpe U XPUILJIOe ObIxaHue JIOKHU.

PyHBI CHSIIH aJIBIM B Jy4aX acrapAckoro cojHia. ComHila, KoTopoe JIoku 60rblile HUKOTIa He YBUAUT.
OH 3agyMarics, TOJIXKeH JI1 OH OIJIaKUBaTh 3Ty moTepio. OH cobupasics NoTepsaTh BCE, YTO Koraa-nubo
3HaJ. CBOM IIpeTeH3uu Ha TPOH, MM, 3HAKOMBIM 3alax BO3[yxa U JIo0uMble co3Be3nus Ha HeOe. OH
coOuparscs moTepsaTh CBOIO MaTh, KOTOPYIO BCE eIll€ oueHb 100U, ¥ cBoero Opara. XOTh OH U
comHeBascs, uTo Top OymeT cKydaTh II0 HEMY Tak XkKe, Kak JIoku OymeT cKydaTh o Topy.

B03MO0KHO, OH CIMIIKOM yCTall, YTOOH IPYCTUTD.

OH 3aKOHYMIT BLIBOOUTD MOCTEAHIO0 pyHY, COBUIIO, U, B3TJITHYB Ha (OPMYy MOJIHMY, CHOBA ITOTyMall O
Tope. O npocusn Topa 0 IOMOIIK, 0TYASTHHO HaflesiCh, YTO TOT COTJIACUTCS TIOMOYb €My CO3[aTh
HoBoe napcTtBo. Ho Top 3acoMHeBascs, cKasajl eMy IOCIylIaTh OTIa, YTO 3TO He TaK YK U CEPbE3HO.
B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OHU OBIJIX BCETO JIUIIb CMEPTHLIMU. MoxkeT ObITh, JIOKM BOOOIIle HE CTOUJIO CKy4aTh
II0 CBOEMY 30JI0TOMY OpaTily.

JIOKM TIPOILET B IIEHTP PUTYaIbHOTO KPyTa, CTapasich He 3afleTh HU OIHY U3 CTapaTeIbHO
HauyepTaHHBIX PYH. [lake ONUH COBUT WX MSTHO Ha BCE eIll€ BIIaXKHOW KpaCKe MOTJIM UCKa3UTh
3aKJIMHAHMeE UJU [aKe IIPUBECTH K ero mpoBaiy. JIoku OB TaK OCTOPOXKEH, U He coOuparsncs
ournOaThCs Ha MOCTIEeJHEM JTalle.

— Jloku.



On 3aMep 1 IIOCMOTPEJI Ha OTIa. Ero He moMXKHO OBIIO YOUBUTE IIOSABIIEHH € OpuHa, HO ero Co3HaHHe
OBLITIO 3daTYMadHEHO l'IOJ'Iy3a6BITBIM YZKaCOM M YCTAJIOCTHIO.

— Orten, — oto3Bancs JIoky, B Iy0uHe AyIIX 3HasA, YTO 3TO OCTIENHUN pa3, KOrfla OH Ha3blBaeT
OpwuHa Tak. OguH B3IJIAHYN Ha PUTYAJIBHUY KPYT, ¥ XMypOe BEIpaKeHue 0TPa3uiioCh Ha ero JIulle.

— YTo THI fefaelb, CBIH MOK? Thl CKPBIBAJICS OT B30pa XeuMAasis NocaegHue HeCKOIbKO JHE.

— Hwuyero cepbésnoro, — conran JIoku. — [IpocTo Koe-4To, 4TOOH TOMOYEL AcTrapay.

Pa3Be Acrapny He OymeT nydine 6e3 HEro u ero IanocTei? B 9To, Ka3anochk, Bepuiniu Bce, U JIOKHU ObI
TOTOB IIPOBEPHUTH UX TEOPHIO.

— ITomoub Acrapny? Unu npenats ero Kkopoinsi? — OT Takoro HaMéka JIoku B3mporuyn. He oH TyT
Ol mpenaTeneM. — [IpekpaTu 9TU TIyIOCTH ceidac ke, JIOKH, TI0Ka 5 He chesiall To, 0 YeM MHI 06a
OymeM coxaseTs.

— I'mynocTtu? I'mynoctu? TH Ha3kIBaelllb TO, YTO I COOMPAIOCH CHENATh TIIYIOCTIMU? f memnalo BCE,
YTO B MOUX CHUJIAX.

— Tl npepamb Acrapf, co3naB COOCTBEHHOE KOPOJIEBCTBO?

— CyTb He B 9TOM.

— Ecnu TH chenaenb 9TO, TO CTaHEIb [JI Hac mpemaTeneM. YOpaTh 4acTh Muarapa 13 mof
KOHTpOJS Acrapga — 9TO U3MeHa.

— 3eMsg o0si3aHa BEPHOCTHIO JIUIIL TOMY, KTO 3aIluinaeT e€. TBosS HECOCTOSTEIbHOCTh — BOT TO, YTO
OTHANsIeT UX OT TeOs, a He s, He 3TO.

— Onn CMEPTHEI 1 6YI[y'T CIIyIIaTh T€X, KTO UX IIPEBOCXOOMT.

— Onu mogu! — 3akpudan JIOKU, U ero rojoc 3X0M Pa3HEeCCS M0 MYCTHIM IIOIAM BOKPYT HUX. — Y
HUX €CTh [YIIX, SMOIMY U MeUTHl, OHU 3aCJTyKMBaIOT XKUTh B 6e301macHOCTH!

— YyBCTBa 3aTyMaHUBAIOT TBOU pa3yM, — oTpe3an OOuH. — ITOT CMEPTHHIM Ma/Ib4YHUIIKa, C KOTOPEIM
THI BO3UIIBCS, OH BCETO JINIIb MUMOJIETHOE MTHOBeHUE. Kak U BCe 9TH CMePTHEE — BPEMEHHEIE,
3aMeHUMEIE.

— He cmelt Tak TOBOPUTL O MOEM [IPYTE, B HEM ropa3fo 00JIbIlle YeCTH, YeM B Tebe UM BO MHe.



— YTo TH 3Haels 0 4ecTu? Thl Mpenaéentb CBOM Hapom!

— Acrapnm — He Moii Hapop! MHe 30eck He MecTo! Moé MecTo — cpefid HUX. — YCTaJIOCTh ITOYTH
noBesia ero [0 ucrepuku. [Touemy OouH He MOXKET IIPOCTO ITO3BOJIUTD €My cHenaTh 3T0? — Kakas
Tebe-To pa3Huna? Ecnu ManeHbKas yacTh Munrapaa He OygeT noguuHAThCA Tebe? HUKTO U He
MTOMMET, 5 yKe 1M03ab0TUIICS 0 TOM, UTO THI OyMelh Tak XKe Be3qeCylll, Kak U BCeraa.

— 4 — mpaBuTeNb BCEX NEBSITH MUPOB, 3TO MOE IpaBo. Thl He OTHUMEIIb €T0 ¥ MEHS B IPUCTYIIE
OEeTCKOU OepKHUMOCTH.

— IeTckoit? Thl TOBOPHUILL, YTO MIPABUIIL MU, HO He 3aluinaeltb ux! 3To Tel pe6EHOK! A He §, S maio
UM IIaHC 3alIUTUTE cebs!

OnuH B3peBen U MOMHSJT CBOE KOTbE, JIOKU ObIJT TOTOB K 3TOMY, OH IIOIHSJ PYKK U HAKOJIIOBaJl Hafl
co00¥ ¥ PYHHYECKUM KpyroM muT. OOuH yKe He OCTAHOBUT €ro.

— ThI cMeells UCIIOIB30BaTh IPOTUB MEHS CBOIO Maruio! Trl, comnsak? TH 3alIaTUIb 3a 9TO.

Bcio cBO0 XKU3HB OH ciyian nogooHoe. YTo oH ObIT c/TabbIM, HY Ha YTO HETOOHLIM. Ho OH He OBII.
Temeps oH 9T0 3Haj. OH OLIT MAaroM ¥ YapopeeM, CaMbIM MOTYIIECTBEHHEIM BO BCEX OEBSITH MHUPAX.
Marus — 970 He ¢1aboCTh, He YI0BKH, 9TO YeCTHAs U YUCTas cuia. Hactamo BpeMs y3HATh 06 3TOM
u Opuny.

— Hert, 9T0 THI 3aMIATHIIb 3@ TO, YTO HEOOOLIEHU MeHs, — JIOKM TeJIeIIOPTHPOBAJICS U3
PHUTYaNbHOTO KPYTa, SPOCTh MMUTaja ero CUIbHEee, YeM UCTOIIEHHAs Marus, ¥ oH 6pocuiics Ha OguHa.

OHM Havya/Iu IPOCTHOE CpazkeHue, TaM, Ha 3apOoCIIeM TPaBO# X0JIMe, JOCTATOYHO JaJIeKO OT
CTOJIMIIEI, YTOOBI HUKTO, KpoMe XelMaass, He 3aMeTHIT IPOUCXOsInero. Brepsrie B xKu3Hu JIOKH He
CTaJl OTKA3bIBATLCS OT MATrWu B MOJIb3y KMHXKAJOB. Cerogts OOUH MO3HAET UCTUHHYIO MOIIb. C
KaX[IbIM 3aKInHaHreM OguH OTCTYIIa/l Ha IIar Has3afl, MbITasch OJIOKMPOBATh WIIM 3aIUTUTHCS,
yCKOnh3as 0T 00:KeCTBeHHOU pocTH JIoKHU. JIOKU ABUTAJICS CIUIIKOM OBICTPO, 1 OOuH He MOT
3bGeKTUBHO UCITONb30BaTh ['yHrHUP. KonmmoBcTBo ke OpuHa OBII0 HEYMEBIM, OH GO0JTbIIIe TT0jIarajcs
Ha rpy0yio Cuily, 4eM Ha MaCTepPCTBO. JIOKH JIETKO YBOPAYUBAJICS.

Yepe3 HECKOTBKO MUHYT JIOKM y2Ke BO3BHIIIAJICS HaJl OTI[OM, KOTOPEIN yIajl Ha CIIMHY, a ero 30JI0T0e
KOPbE OTOPOIIIEHO CITUIIKOM [IajIeK0, YTOOR BOCIIONIL30BaThCsA. Marus JIOKHU IbInana SmoBUTO-
3eJIEHBIM IIJTaMeHeM, Karas C ero PYK Ha JIUI0 ¥ 3aKOBaHHYIO B focnexy rpyab OguHa, 06Kurasi Toro
KakJIo# KallleH.

— Jloku, — BEIOXHY TOT. — He Hapo.

Ha mrHOBeHue JIOKM 3aAyMajicsi, a IOTOM YCTBIOUIICS 0 TyOuHb Oymu. ITycTh OOuH U ObIT HEMHOTO
IeCIIOTUYHBIM YOIIOOKOM, HO BCE eIlé 0CTaBajCs ero oTuoM. JIoKu... JIoKu He cTaHeT yOuBaTh ero.



— 4 He Gyny Te6s1 yOuBaTh, — BHIIIIOHY JIoKH. — f yX0XKYy.

Y Hero He OblJI0 BpEMEHU K1aTh, OH C TPYAOM yAepXKuBas ce0s B co3HaHuU. COBCEM CKOPO Y HETO He
OCTaHeTCs CUJI flaXe Ha To, YTOOH He 3achmaTh. OH [T03BOJIAJ CBOEM Maruy yraCHYTh U HallpaBUJICS
K pUTyalbHOMY KpyTy. [IpociiequB B3TrISA0M PYHEL, YOeOUIICs, 4TO OHU BepHEL [lo3agu Hero OpuH
3aBO3UJICA U IIPOTSHYI PYKY, SPOCTHO CTHpas 4acTh PYHE, Ipexne 4eM JIoku 3ameTun. JIoku
IIOBEPHYJICS K OTIy ¥ IIPUTOTOBUJICS.

— ITocne cerogHSAMIHET0 OHS MBI 60JIBINIE HE 3aTOBOPUM, ThI faXke He BCIIOMHUIIL 00 3TOM, —
npousHec Jloku. — Temneps 5 pefaH MaraM 3eMJId, ¥ Tak OymeT Bcerma. Ho 3Hal, 4TO THI BCE eIl
MO¥ OTell, ¥ ecii Acrapay Korga-HuOyab MoHagoOUTHCST MOSI IIOMOILIb, 5T TPUAY .

[TotoMm JIoKu MpOU3HEC OPEBHUE CJI0BA HA SI3bIKE, 0 KOTOPOM y2Ke MaJio KTo 3Han. KpoBaBkle pyHHI
Haydaau CBETUTHLCS OeJIbIM CBETOM CHJIBI, 1 Marusl Hayasia ObICTPO PacIpOCTPAHSATHCS U3 Kpyra 1o
BceMy Acrappay. BocroMuHaHMS KazXKIoro CyIIecTBa, KOTOPOTO KOCHYJIACh 9HEPTHUS, ObITH
IepeIuCcaHkl, a Hal MUPOM Hadajlo CafUThCS COJIHIE. «3a0ymb Maruio IPUHYXKAeHus, 3a0yOb IpaBIy
0 Maruu Mupgrappaa ¥ 3Ha# TOJBKO JTI0XKb. HUKOTMa He UIIK BOMIIEOHUKOB, faXke He IIbITalcs
roBOpHUTh 0 HUX. 3abynb, 3a6yab, 3a0yab. Beps B CKa3Ky,» — HAaCTOMYKMBO TBEPAUIIA MaTus, — «H
3a0yOb BCE, UTO KOTa-TO 3HaJl. BO3bMHU 9Ty HOBYIO UCTHHY U CHejail e€ pealbHOCThIO.»

JIOKM TMOHS$JI, YTO YTO-TO MOILIO HE TaK, KOTAa ero MbICJIM Hadyallk yTaThbCsA. Marus 3akinHaHus
IIPOHMKJIA CKBO3b OCabeBaouuil PyHUUECKUN KPYT U IofeicTBOBana Ha Hero. O6pa3sl BOMHHEI,
KOTOPOM HUKOTrMa He ObIJI0 — ¥iau Obl7la, — IPOCOYHINCH B er0 co3HaHue. OH He MOT OCTAaHOBUTH
puUTYyan ceidac, KOorfa OH yKe Hadascsi. Ho oH BCE paBHO momkbITancs. [TocTenenHo nuiio PancToHa,
JKeJlalollero eMy ygadu, CMeHUJIOCh TULOM PasicToHa, Kpryallero B arOHUY, KOTa ero IpoH3MUI
MarjJoBCKuM Med. JIOKM 3aKpuyal U yIaa Ha KOJIEeHH.

Bcnorimka cseTa.

JIoOK¥ TTPOCHYJICS OT TOTO, UTO OTEI] TPSIC eT0, U TYT XKe ToxKasnesn 06 aToM. [Totomy uTo PancToH
roru6. Cyé3sl IOKATHUIIKCE TI0 IeKaM eIllé [0 TOT0, KaK OH CMOT OTKPHITh I'JIa3a.

— Ox, ChIH MO}, — cKa3an OOguH, ¥ TOJI0C ero OB IOJIOH ropsi. — [IPOCTH MeHSI, CHIHOK.

U taMm, Ha 3apociieM TpaBoOM X0JIMe, HeJaJeKo OT CTONUILI AcrapAa, B pyKax oTia JIOKM Hadan
JIOMaThCA.
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