Moe oKpyxKeHue OBIJI0 TYCKJIBIM, OCBEI[aeMoe TOJIbKO TPeMs HCTOYHHKAMHU CBeTa. I1epBEIM ORI,
CHUSTIOLTUH TOBOJIBHO CIa0BIM CBETOM, Marudeckuil ¢GoHapb. BTOPEIM OBITO MIaMsi, Pa30KKeHHOe B
rpuie, co3paloilee aTMochepy HOYHBIX TOCUOETIOK B JIeCy Y KocTpa. M HakoHeIl — B3oIe[as JyHa
Ha CUSIOIIEeM 3Be3THOM Hebe. & 3Hajl, YTO 3TO MOANesIKa, IIPOCTO TBOPEHKEe, HO, CMOTPS Ha HEro, 5
BCE PABHO YYBCTBOBAJ YIUBIIEHUE.

— YepT mobepu... — MPOCTOHAI 5, pa3xkKuras oroib. — Hukorga 6rl He ogyMaJt, 9TO IPOUTPAIO.

— TEI CIIUIIKOM JIETKO IIPOUTPAl [jIs YelloBeKa, KOTOPEIM OCMEeNHIICS TaK CHUJIbHO XBacCTaThCs. —
yXMBUIbHYTIach Jledu.

OHa Topuasa psmoM CO MHOM, 0e3 Kakoii-nub0 yBaXKuUTeNbHOU MpuYrHbL. OHa IIPUILIA TPOCTO
I103710PafiICTBOBATE.

— Kaxk aT0 BocxutuTenpHo. [1oMKHa cKal3aTh, KOKH, s BIedYaT/IieHa TBOUM KYJIHHAPHBIM MaCTEepPCTBOM.
Kamb, 94TO TE CaM HE CMOXKEIITb BKYCHUTH IIJIOJOB CBOMX YCHHHﬁ. Kak xkamb, 94TO THI yIIyCKaelllb TaKoe
BKYCHO€ MACO. — XOTs OHa IITPOM3HECIIA CJIOBA KaJIOCTHU, €€ CaMOJOBOJIbHAsA YXMBIJIKA, SICHO
YKa3bIBaJld Ha TO, 4YTO €€ UCTUHHBIE YYBCTBa OBLITH OaJIeKu OT TOr0, 4YTO OHa YTBep2ZKaaJia.

BCKOpe IIOABHUJIOCHE €llle OOHO CBUOETEJIbCTBO, KOI'Dd OHA KMCIIOJIb30BaJlad IIaPy IIaJI0YeK OJIsA eObl —
WHCTPYMEHT, KOTOprfI OHa OCBOHJIA COBCEM HEeaBHO, YTOOEI IMOAPa3HUTh MEHA KyCKOM MscCa. Ona
IogHecCIla ugeajlbHO HpO}KapeHHBII;I KyCOYeK IMIPAMO K MOYM I'Jla3dM U OCTaBHJIa €TI0 BUCETh.

«Hsm.»

— Yto? Thl cben ero?! — B 3aMelaTeNnbCTBe MpoKpudana Jledu.

— ITa. OH 6BUT OYEHB XOpoLI, ecy TeOS UHTEPECYeT MOe MHEHHUE.

— Kaxk T cmeemns! Beimmions! HemenneHHO BepHU ero MHe! DTOT KyCOK OBIT IIOCJIEMHUM, YTO Y Hac
ocraBaJsics! — Jledu nporecToBana, 1€TOHbBKO yOapss MeHs B IPydb CHOBA U CHOBA, HO g
WUTHOPUPOBAJI €€ U ITPOJI0/IkKaJl XKeBaTh, 0CTAHABIMBASIChH TOJIBKO [JIST TOTO, YTOOHI 37I0PaIHO
YCMEXHYTBCS.

— BunoBar. Tkl OCTaBuIa €T0 PSIMO ¥ MeHS Tepef] PTOM, TaK YTO S PEIINI, UTO Thl, HAaBEPHOE,
IBITAEIILCS MEHS TOKOPMHUTS.

— 4 anyero Ttakoro He genanal! Te cBuHBbS! M3Bepr! Iemon!

— Myxaxaxaxa! — ycMmexHyncs 1. — [elictBuTenbHo, Jledu. Thl rOBOPUIIL HE C KEM UHBIM, KakK C
IbSIBOJILCKUM II0BeIUTeNeM feMOHOB! Kak Tl He 3aMeTuna?



— ¢ He moBenach Ha TBOM oOMaH! C TOr0O MOMEHTA, KaK s BIEepBEIE yBUena Te0s, s 3Hala, YTO ThI
OobsiBONI! — KpukHyma Jledu.

He obpaimasi BHUMaHUS Ha ockopOneHus Jledu, 1 Hayanm pa3MBIIUIATL O CODEBHOBAHUMU 110 PHIOATIKE.
MHe ymanmoch 0CTaBaThCs B JIAEPax JHOBOJIBHO [OMTO. & MpopmoizKa BeIaBIUBaTh PHIOY 3a peIOOH, U
HU OJIMH U3 MOUX COIIEPHUKOB, HE MOT fJaxe NpuOIN3UTLCI KO MHe. OTO IPUBEJIO K ToMy, uTo Jledu
BCKOpPE Hayajla IPOTeCTOBATh, UTO, YYUTHIBASI MO OIIBIT, BCE COPEBHOBAHUE OBLITIO HECTIPABEMJIMBLIM.
Ho Tak kax s OblJI CIMIIKOM CAaMOYBEPEH, TO COTJIacUICS AaTh UM Gopy. Takum o6pa3oM, 3TO
3aKOHYHUIIOCH, co3ganueM Komannar! JIJI(Jledpu+JI0) MpoTUB MeHS.

«HecMoTpst Ha BCe UX COBMECTHbIE YCUIIHS, S BCE PABHO yepzKuBal nuaepcTBo. Ho moToMm 3To
ciny4usnocs. Moe npaBieHue pyxHyio. Jlepu yganock yKkpacTh MO KOPOHY, IO¥MaB OTPOMHEIH YIIOB
3a MTHOBEHME [I0 TOT0, KaK MBI 3aKOHUMIIH. OTPOMHOE CYLIECTBO AEPHYJIO €€ YAOUYKY CO BCEH CHUIIOH,
Ha KOTOPY10 OBIJIO CIIOCOOHO.»

Ecnu 651 Jledu Gbinta KaKOH-HUOYIb OOBIYHOM XPYIIKOM [EBYIIKOM, €e BEePOSTHO, YTAIUIK OBl TPSIMO B
peky. Ho x0Ts1 0Ha He BHITJIsIeNIa Tak, OHa Oblla BEepXOBHEIM APaKOHOM, IT0O3TOMY €M yIanoCh JIETKO
BBITAQIIUTH CYIIECTBO U3 Bofkl. [IpHyrHa, II0 KOTOPOI ST Ha3BaJsl ee YJIOB CYIIIeCTBOM, 3aKjI04asach B
TOM, YTO, XOTSI OHO BHITJISIAETIO KaK KajibMap, 3To Oblna, T0-BUOAUMOMY, KaKas-To priba.

«Ila, 4 BCe ellle He IOHUMa. YTO 3a XepHS C ITOU IITYKOU?»

OueBuOHO, OH GBI JOCTATOYHO OOJBIINM, YTOOH CTATh TTIaBHEIM OJII0IOM Bedepa, U T03TOMY
kKoMaHpa JIJI omepxkarsa nobeny. [IpyruMu c10BaMu, MOM IIPOUTPHIII ObIJT TOTHOCTHIO MO€H BUHOM.
JT1o 3acTpsina Obl HA gHE, ecyu Ol 51 He TI03BOJIUI UM 00BeJUHUTHCS.

«CornacHO yCJIOBUSIM Tapy, IPOUTPABIIXA (1) OBITT OTBETCTBEHEH 3a PO3KMUT I'pusi U 6apOeKio, IoKa
BCe OCTaJIbHBIE e/li. MHe He pa3pelnanoch ecTh, IT0Ka Bce He OymyT ceTH. TeM He MeHee, HU Jledw,
HY JI10 He YMeJ TOTOBUTD, IO3TOMY, HE3aBUCUMO OT TOTO, KTO Imo0efu, s ObisT OBl TEM, KTO B
KOHEYHOM MTOTe CHfell epel rpuieM. EquHCTBeHHAs pa3HHUIlA 3aKJT04Yasack B TOM, YTO, €CJIH OBl S
He 0Ka3aJICS Ha IOocieflHeM MecTe, MHe rmoMorasna 0wl Jleiina. Ho, 61aromapst MoeMy IOpaXKeHUI0 OHa
TOKe II0JIy4YuJia IIpaBO CUAETh U €CTh CKOJIBKO AyIIle YTOOHO, II0Ka S caM roToBI0. K c4acThio, BCA
pei0a Onlna BHIIOTPOIIeHa 3apaHee, TakK YTO BCe, YTO MHE OCTaBajIOCh [eflaTh — 3TO CUMETh Iepef
TPUJIEM ¥ CMOTPETH, KakK OH [ie/laeT CBOI0 paboTy. B 0061ieM HUYero CTPAIIHoro.»

— laBaiiTe, pebsaTa! XBaTUT yXXe IOALIyYMBaTh IPYT Haf ApyroM! — MiyHa otpyrana Hac ¢ Jledu,
nmogxons K HaM. — OTkpou potT nomupe FOxku!

— Cmacu6o, I/IJ'IYHa. — CKa3all 4, OTKYCEIBAA KyCOK MfCa, KOTOpBII7I OHa MHe II0aajIa.

— MMMMHHH, KakK BKYCHO. To, 4TO TH HaKOpMHJIa UM MEH{, COEeJIalI0 €ero BKyC B CTO pa3 JIY4IIIe.

— Torga, HaBepHOE, MHE HYKHO KOPMHUTH Tebs elfe 6orbIe! — MOofast BaMIMpecca 3axXxuxuKamia OT
YOOBOJILCTBUSI, IIPOTSITUBAST MHE eIlle OJUH KYyCOK Msca.



«Kaxkas ynei0ka. [IpsiMo Kak y aHrena.»

— Trt gonmkHa peKpaTuTh 3T0 MinyHa. T ero yxacHo O6anyelib. — cka3ana Jlepu. — I10 ero
HaKa3aHWe, KakK IPOUTPaBIIEro.

— Ho OH eqUHCTBEHHBIN, KTO HE €CT, U MHE 04YeHb XKaJb ero! Xopoiier eqoi HyKHO AETUTHCS CO
Bcemu! Bepno, [un?

— BepHo!

O6e meByIIKHA 0OMEHSIIUCH B3TIISIAaMU, CHACTIIUBO IIEPEXKEBHIBAS €Y.

«Munooo00000.»

— Tot BupguiIb 3to, Jlepu? 310 Ha3kBaeTCs HOOPOTOI. — CKa3al 5, Kak Okl Mexnay mpouuM. — Tebe
MeHCTBUTEILHO CTOUT OPaTh C Hee IpuMep.

— ... He mory He cornacuthcsi. Xopoiro. — Jledu cxBaTuiia HECKOIBKO OBOIIEH M MMOJHECTIA UX K
MOEMY JIHIIY.

— A? Vyx. Jlapgnao. Pa3 Thl cama npepjiaraeiisb TO S CbeM 3T0. — He BUAS NPUYUH OTKa3bIBaThCH, S
CBeJl TO, UTO Iofasa MHe Jledu.

— A BOT elle OfHa IOPLUS.

— C-cmmacubo.

— U eme opHa.

— Cmacu6o, Jled... Cekyamouky! [IOYEMY Thl KOPMUIIIb MEHA OOTHWMMHK OBOIIAMMU?!

HpaKOHI/IHa OTBETHUJIA MHE YHEIJIBIM IIO2KATHUEM IIJI€Y:

— ¢ BUXKY, TH He LIEHUIIL MOUX IIOMBITOK HAKOPMUTH Tebst. Kak MeloyHo 0TBeYaTh Ha MO0 HOOpPOTY
OOHUMHU XKao0aMu.

— Jla, KaK Hac4eT TOro, YTOOHI ThI, XOTST OBI KOPMHJIa MEHA MsCOM, IIpeXKae 94eM HadaThb TaK
TOBOPHUTE.

— Msico BRITTIIAUT AOBOJILHO alllleTUTHO. — CKadaina Jlegu. — [Toxkamyii, BO3bMY UyTb-4yTh. —



CMEHUB HalIpaBJIEHNE, Hed)I/I CXBadTHJIa UMEHHO TOT KyCOK, Ha KOTOpBIﬁ S YKa3BIBAJl U IIPOTJIOTHUIIA
€ro HejInkKoM.

«YepT nobepwu, Jledpu. Knguycsy borom...»

— VXMMM... — poTsiHyna Jleiina, HepemuTeaIbHO, HO U3SIIHO OTKYCHIBAs OT XKapeHou priObl. — 51 He
BO3pazKalo, eCjIy Bl 3TOT0 XKeJlaeTe, MUIOpL.

«['oBoOpst 0 prIOe, mpUYyAIUBast GopMa KU3HYU, KOTOpas CIyXkKuja IepBeIM y1oBoM Jledwu, Orina
BBIITyIIIeHA 06PATHO B PEKY, TaK KaK HUKTO U3 HAC He ObIJT 3aMHTEPECOBAH B TOM, YTOOHI €€ eCTh.
Iaaaaaaa, OH BHITJISIEN Y2KACHO, IPSIMO KaK 4epT.»

— Trl HEe MOXKeT cHenaTh 9T0 Jleiina. 9To ero HaKa3aHue 3a ero rnopaxeHue. — ckasana Jlio.

— CKa3saJl 4es0BeK, KOTOPHIM eflBa IT0MMaJl IIyKY.

— OTo He UMeeT 3Ha4YeHus, rocrnonuH. [Tobema ecTh mobega. — yCMEXHYIacCh BOTYHUIIA.

«OHa OblIa paBa, I03TOMY eIUHCTBEHHEIM 0TBETOM ObLJI pa304apOBaHHbIM CTOH.»

— 91, Oup, gpyxuine. T 3HaelIb 9Ty UMY 110 uMeHu JI10? YepToBCKYU 37100HAs CydKa. — 5
HaMepeHHO T'OBOPHUJTI B XyJIUT@HCKOM MaHepe, He fefast abCOII0THO HU4Yero, YTOOH IIOHU3UTH T'OJI0C.

— Yr... 311! Ckazatb 310 ®upy — IpoCcTO MPOsiBNIeHNE CTapoy noOpoii TpycocTH, rocnogut! O-
OT/IINYHO, 5 NOHsIa. B-BOT, 1 HAKOPMIIIO BaC MSICOM.

— Her, 51 B mopsiake. {1 mpourpasn. 9To MOU OOJT KakK IPOUTPaBIIETO.

— Y-yt0 3a ueprt, rocnoguu?! JI-JIopg ®up! Bl Bce HeMpaBUILHO MOHSNH, 3TO He MOS BUHaA! -1
COBCeM He 371as!

BoJK pe3Ko IMOBaIUICS Ha CIMHY W 3aCKY/IHII, Kak Obl MaBas MOHSITh, YTO XOUET OCTaThCS B CTOPOHE
OT CIIopa.

— By;LT,B OCTOpPOXKHEE, KOku, TBOM PYKH KaXyTCA CIIMIIKOM JIEHUBEIMHU [JId TOT'O, KTO OTBETCTBEHEH 3ad
OIr'OHb.

— Ia, ma, ma. { 3Ha. 1 He 6yny paccnabngaTbca. Ax fia, ToKa He 3a0bii. [IpeKpaTé KOPMUTH MEHS
BCEMU 3TUMU YEPTOBLIMU OBOILAMU U CHEIIb HEMHOTO caMa.

— V-ypK... — IpoCTOHAaJa JpakoHHUIla. — Y MeHS yXKe OaBHO OBIIO KejaHue CIPOCUTh Te0sT 06 9TOM.



Hoquy s OOJIZKHA €CTh TOJIBKO TpaBy? He BHXY B 3TOM HHUKAKOI'O CMEICJIQ, 3a BCE MO rofa i
HHUKOT'Id HE Hy2K[IaJIaCh B 3TOM.

— Bo-mepBeIX, 0BOIIM — 3TO HE IMIPOCTO TPaBa. — CKas3as 5. — M, XOTs 9TO ImpaBfa, YTO Thl MOXKEIIb
obouTHCh 63 HUX, €CTh WX TOpa3fo Jyulre ass Tebs, yeM HeT. TH JomKHa CoOII0aaTh
cOaaHCUPOBAHHYIO OUETY, €CJTU XOUelllh 0CTAaBAThCS 3TOPOBOM, TOHUMAEIITh?

«KoneuHo, s morumar, 4To Jledpu, 6ynyuu «BepxOBHEIM IPAKOHOM», HE MOXKET OHITh YCTPOEHA TaK
Ke, Kak 1000e Ipyroe BCesiIHOE, HO 5T YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO €€ HYKHO KOPMUTDH OBOIIAMHY, HE IIPOCTO IJIS
nuTanus. OHa JoKHA OBITH TOpa3lo MeHee TpeGoBaTeIbHOM K efle, U ST TOYHO 3Hal0, YTO OHA He
OTCTYIIUT, €CJIH 51 HauHy ee 0ayoBaTh.»

— KaxerTcs, Th YIIOMSHYJI, YTO YMHPaellb C IOJI0AY... — OAPAKOHHUIIa CXBAaTHUJId KyCOK TOIr'0, Ha 4YTO 4
YKa3bIBall paHee, U IMOAHECTIA €T0 IIPAMO KO MHeE.

— [la, cmacu60. — s ITPOKEBAJI €r0 ¥ MPOTJIOTHII, IIPeXK/ie YeM Ipomokuil. — Ho He mymai, 4To
CMOKEIITh 0TKA3aThCs OT OBOIIEH, TOIBKO ITOTOMY, YTO Hayasla KOPMUTb MEHS MSICOM.

«T'ocmiopu, Jleu. Takoi MOBOPOT COOBITHM 5T y2Ke MaBHO MPeIBUIEL.»
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