K cuacTsio, mobpoTa U TemnoTa ['ecTiy IOMOTTIA €My, ¥ OH PeryIspHO OCTaHaBIMBAJICS B €€ ABOPIIE,
a He B [BOpIle CBoero oTua. Ho Hexens uina 3a Hepesel, ¥ OH 3aMEeTUJI, UTO BCAKUU pa3, Korga OH
OKa3BIBAJICS PSIOM C OIMMIIMHIIIAMU, OHK Opocaii Ha HETO CTPAHHKBIN B3I, IIpexkae 4YeM YHTH, a
TecTusi, Ka3anoch, HepBHUYAJa, KOTfa Oblyia PSOOM C HUM.

OH maxke yJIOBHUJI B €e TJla3ax CJIefbl COXKaJIeHHs, HO 0 YeM UMEeHHO, OH He 3HaJl. OH 0TOPBAJICS OT
CBOMX MBICIIeH, 3aMeTHB, YTO CIIy4alHO MOIIEN 10 TPOHHOI'O 3aia, HO ABepU OBIJIM CTPAHHO 3aKPHITH,
YTO BHI3BAJIO €T0 JIIOOOIILITCTBO.

OH ornsigerncs mo CToOpoHaM, YToOs YOeOUThCS, YTO HUKTO HE CMOTPUT, ¥ IIOIIEN B CTOPOHY 3[IaHUs,
TIOMIAJIbINE OT ITOCTOPOHHUX TJIa3.

3a Heeno OH ycIes onpo0oBaTh HEKOTOPHIE U3 CBOMX HOBBIX CITOCOOHOCTEN U BHIYYUTh HECKOJIBKO
TPIOKOB. Kpemnko nmpuzxKas NafioHb K CTeHe 3[aHHUs, OH YyBCTBOBAJI KaxXKIblii CAHTUMETP MpaMmopa u
KaMHS.

OH MOT OTIpeie/INTh, Te UMEHHO HaXOMUTCS KaXKObli OPOIIeHHbIH MpeAMeT U KaK CHOSAT WK ep3aloT
ero o0UTaTesNn.

OH einie Gosbllle COCPEOTOYUIICS, ITI0OKa HE BO3HUK 00pa3, ¥ BAPYT 00HapyXKui, 4To HabonaeT 3a
TPOHHBIM 3aJI0M CBEPXY, KaXJI0€e CJI0BO U JKECT He YCKOJIb3al0T OT €T0 BHUMAaHUSI.

OH 3ameTu1, 4To ApTeMHUpa, Kak HA CTPaHHO, OTCYTCTBOBaa, a I'eCTHs CIlopuia CO CBOUMHU
OpaTbsiMu, KpoMe Aufa, KOTOPHIH BHITTISIAEN Pa3bIpeHHBIM, HO MojT4as. OH IPHUCIYIIAcs, ¥ ero
M0O0MBITCTBO PA3TrOPEsIOCh elre GobIie.

"... Tol Ke He MOXKellIb Bcepbe3 00 3ToM gyMaTh!?" ['ecTusi KpukHysa [loceliioHy, KOTOPHIY JIUIIIH
IpeHeOpeXUTEIbHO OTMaXHYJICS OT Hee.

"OTOT BEICKOYKA CHOBA IIOCMEJI OTBEPTHYTh Hallle IPEeIJIoKeHNe ¥ YHU3UTh Hac, HY2KHO YTO-TO
menathb!" mpopkryan 3eBc, TS Ha CBOIO CTAPIIYIO CECTPY.

"Ho a0 OBINI €ro BeIOOP", - Bo3pa3uia ['ecTust, IO Ha HETO B OTBET, U OT ee Nrila OYKBaIbHO e
nap. "[loyeMy THl He MOXKeIIb CMUPUTHCA C TEM, UTO OH XO04YeT KUTh CMEPTHOU XKU3HbI0?"

"CMepTHBIH, - C OTBpallleHueM IpousHecsa AGuHa, - ¥ ToYeMy KTO-TO XOYeT OCTaBaThCsI B TAKOM
cocTossHUU?"

"Pagu ero cempu!" BocknukHyma ['ectus. "OH xo4eT octaThes pagu Cannu, [Tona u cBoer Mnafuien
cecTpsl. OH X04YeT OCTAThCS, TOTOMY YTO MOZKET 3aIIUTUTh MOIYOOr0oB, KOTOPhIE CPazKajuCh PSIOM C
HUM IOJITHE TOMbI, @ He CTaTh 60roM U OBITH BHIHYKIEHHBIM CMOTPETh, KaK OHM BCe yMHUpaioT!"

[TocelimoH HaCMEIITUBO IIOCMOTPEN Ha CecTpy: "ITo Hemonro 6ymeT mpobiaeMon".

"UTO TH MMeelb B BUAY?" HeJOBePUMUBO crpocusa ['ecTusi, BHE3aMHO MO0IeJHEB U CXBAaTUBILKCH 3a
IIOAJIOKOTHUK.

B To ke BpeMsi Aupi BCKOUMII Ha HOTH, U Ha €ro JIWIe MOSBUJIOCh BEIPaKeHMe 1I0Ka, a 3aTeM yXkKaca.
Kaszanocs, oH nobnegHern ellle cuiibHee, Ipexae YeM B3TNISHYTh Ha [TocerimoHa u 3eBca.

"4Yr0... B cOenanu?" - CIIPOCHUIJI OH IIEIIOTOM, KOr'mla BCsA KOMHATA, Ka3adJIOCh, CTadJld €Ille XOJIOOHEee.



"VcTpaHun Tynyio IPUYNHY, 0 KOTOPOX MOW CHIH HOJIXKeH OB 0CTaBaThCsI CMEPTHBIM", - TPE3BO
otBeTun IlocelimoH.

"THL... THL... yOunI ux..." mpoienTana ['ecTus, Korga o4ar, Ka3ajJoCh, Me[IJIEHHO YMEHBILIUIICS B
pa3Mepax.

"He a", - orBetun [loceloH, mpexkae YeM Mpou30Ia cepedpsiHas BCIBIIIKA, @ 3aTEM MIOSBUIACh
ApTeMupa c KpOBbI0O CMEPTHBIX Ha pPyKax, JKeCTOKUM 6J1IeCKOM B I'J1a3ax U cinaboi yiaeiOKoit Ha rybax.

"Ileno coemnaHo, Odaps", - cKa3ana ApTeMupa, npexae yeM Aup 3apeidyaii OT SPOCTH.
"Kaxk T8I mocmen youts Canmnu u ITona Broduca?"

Ero raeB OBII IOCTATOYHO OLIYTHM, YTOOH 3aCTaBUTh OPOXKATh BCEX OJIMMIIUIIIEB, KpoMe ['ecTru, HO
maxke 9TO He IIJI0 HU B KaKOe CPaBHEHME C TOU SPOCTHI0, KOTOPYIO UCIHITHIBAM [lepcH, ciymas 3To.

Ynap BTOpPOIA.

KomHaTa Haydana TPSCTUCH, 3aCTaBJIAsl OJTUMITHILIEB B TPEBOTE OTJISIABIBATHLCS 110 CTOPOHAM. Ilepcu
yKe Hayall KpaCHEeTD, JKeJlast JTUINb BEITOTPOIIUTE APTEMUIY U CBOETO OTIIA, HO TYT B €TI0 CO3HAHUU
BO3HUKJIO 3HAKOMOE ITPUCYTCTBHE.

[Tepcu! KoHTpOMUPYii CBOM 9MOIMH, He TTO3BOJISAN UM 1OopaboTuTh cedsi! d 3Hal0, YTO THI 3NMUIILCS, HO
ceryac Thl HU4Yero He MoXelllb cuenath! [Toxkanyicra, KOHTPOIUPYyH 9T0! 4 3HA, 4TO TH MOXKeIlb!"
- pasgarncs rojioc Hukc, mpoOuBasich CKBO3b 6€CIIOPSIOK ero yOUiCTBEHHBIX MBICIIEH.

Korpga on YCIIOKOHUJICS, 9YTO-TO IIEJIKHYIIO. Ero raes, Hekorga IIBIJTABITNI APOCTBIO, OCTERIJI, 1 OH
IIOYYBCTBOBAIJI JIUIIIb OIleIIeHEeBIINM X010, ['HEB IIPEeBPATHUJICA B 3aCTHIBIIYIO HEHABUCTE.

OH yBUOUT, KaK 9TH MOHCTPHI OYIyT YMOJISATH ero, Kak 3Bepu. OH Pa30pBeT Ha YaCTH BCe, YTO UM
IOPOT0, ¥ OOHAXK/IHI, KOTfa OHKU OyoyT OYKBAlbHO MOJIUTh O CMEPTH, TOIBKO TOTHA OH yObeT ux. C
3TO¥ MBICJIBIO OH YCIIOKOMJICS ¥ IIPOAOJIKUII HabmogaTh 3a TeM, KaK KOMHATa IepecTaeT JPOKaTh.

OnuMNUHIE He YHUMAJIUCh, HO BCKOPe BEPHYIUCH K CBOEMY Pas3roBOPY, HEKOTOPHIE B3TJISTHYIH Ha
[TocerimoHa, 4YTOOH y3HATDH, HE UMEET JIX OH K 9TOMY OTHOIIEHUS, HO OH BHITJISIIENI TAKUM XK€
pacTepsHHBIM.

Vx BHMMaHUe BEPHYJIOCH K KUMsALeMy Auny, Ho 60T ITOI3eMHOT'0 MUPa IIPOCTO OTBEPHYJICS,
npobopMoTas: "4 He Oyoy B 9TOM y4aCTBOBaTh", - ¥ YIIIEN B TEHbD.

ecTHst TUXO BCXJIUIIEIBAJIA, C OTBpAIleHWEM TS Ha CBOIO "ceMbi0", HO 3eBC He oOpalas Ha 9TO
BHUMAaHWUS, TTIs0d Ha ApTeMuny.

"Hy 4To, BCe cOeylaHo Kak Hafo?" - CIPOCUII OH, Ha YTO OHA TBEPAO KHMBHYIIA, a ee yNbOKa Ha
MTHOBEHME CTaja IIupe.

"Tla, - OTBETHIIA OHAQ, - 5 y2Ke Io4YTH 3abblia, KAKOBO 3TO - IPABUJIbHO KaCTPUPOBATh MaJlbunKa, XOTS
M JKaJlelo, YTO He IIpeBpaTHia ero B IlaKajony ¥ He CKOpMMIa CBOMM BojsikaM. O, ¥ He BOJTHYHCS, MBI
¢ ®ubu mocTapanuck, YTOOH 3TO BEITISIEIIO KaK HallafieHue MOHCTpa".

"Ho... kak xe Cannu?" memnotom cupocumna ['ectus.

ApTemupa npeHeOpeKUTEILHO [T0XKaJa IjeYyaMu, X0TS U He BcTpeTusa B3rnsana [ectuu. "He nesa,



He Moe fenio. [To KkpaliHell Mepe, y MeHS eCTh MaJIblIIKa, KOTOPYIO S CMOT'Y BOCIIATATh B OymyIieM Kak
HaCTOSALIYI0 OXOTHHUILY".

"Ho ato xke cectpa [lepcu!" Bocknukuyna ['ectusi, Haips B cebe cubl. "Kak Thl MOXKeIllb yOUBaTh €T0
CEMbI0, & IOTOM IIPOCTO 3abpaTh IOCIeNHUN KyCOK?"

"OH XKe MaJlb4yMK, I04eMy MeHs 3TO AOJIXKHO BOJIHOBATH?" CIipocusia ApTeMusa, THEBHO OTJISAbIBasCh
Ha TeTio. "K TOMy Xe OH HUKOT[a He y3HaeT 06 aTom".

"Ho oH cnac Te0s! [IBaxabl! M BOT Kak Th ero oTOnaromapuia?" 3akpuydasna [ecTus, a ocTajabHEE
OJIUMITUUITEL MOJTYa HaOII0any 3a MPOUCXOISIIUM.

"f1 HEKOTa HUYero He Oyay MOMXKHA IIPOKISTOMY Majb4uIlNKe", - TpophrYana ApTeMumia, ee pama
3acBeTunIach cepedpoM, a XxBaTKa Ha IIOAJIOKOTHUKE CXKajlach 0O TaKOM CTelleHH, YTO OH TPECHYIIL.

"Ho sTo xe..."
Mmaxk!

Bce 3ameprnu, B 1IOKe TTISIAS Ha mpoucxopsiree. [Toceimon cTosi mepeq ['ecTuei, ero pyka Bce elle
OblTa BEITSIHYTA ITOCJIE TOTO, KakK OH mai ['ectuu noueunHy. OHa CMOTpPesa Ha Hero C
IpegaTeIbCTBOM ¥ 6O0JBIO B IIa3aX, a Ha ee IeKe ykKe 00pa30BajiCs 3aMeTHBIN CIIef.

"Tloyemy?" - cripocusa OHa OpPOoKaluM IenoToM. "Kak Thl MOT IT03BOJIUTH UM yOouth Canmu?
[TpuunHUTH TaKyo 601b COOCTBEHHOMY CHIHY?"

"9Ta cMepTHas nepecrana OBITH MOel 3a60TOM B TOT MOMEHT, KOT{la Pa3gBUHYJIa HOTH [JIST OPYTOr0
MYXKYUHBL", - TpopeYat IToceimoH, Tsaas Ha 6e33BYyYHO IIAYyIIyI0 CECTPY.

"U 51 He TI03BOJIIO, YTOOBI M3-3a HEe S TOTEPSII CBOETo JTII0OMMOT0 ChiHA!" - KPUKHYII OH, TIPeXe YeM
BEPHYTHCS Ha CBOM TPOH U 000aBUTh: "YeCTHO roBops, s ObI TOXKe Mpennoyes, 4ToOw pebeHKa He
OBLII0, HO ST MOTY COTJIACUThLCS, YTOOR ApTeMupa 3abpasia ee, eClId TOJIbKO OHa 103a60TUTCS O TOM,
yTOOBI OH HUKOTHAa 06 3TOM He y3Ham".

Tpetuu ymap!

[ecTus ornsimena COBET B ITOMCKaX MOAEPKKY, HO He Halll/la ee. BONBIIMHCTBO COTJIACUIIUCH, UX
TOPHOCTH OblNla ysI3BeHa 0TKa30oM [lepcu, a Te HeMHOTHe, KTO He COTJIaCHJICS, MOJTYalu, Kak
Hemetpa u AppopuTta. C mocnegHUM BCXJIUIIOM ['eCTUsl TOBEPHYIACh U UCYe3jla B OTHEHHOU
BCITHIIIIKE, & OYar B TPOHHOM 3aJjie OIYCTUJICS efiBa JIU BHIIIE TOPSIINX B HEM yTJIeH.

[Tepcu Habmogan 3a MPOUCXOASIINM, M €70 HEHABUCTh K OJIMMITHAIIAM POcila C KaXkaoi ceKyHnoi. OH
MoJida Habmrofan, Kak [ToceiifoH BO3BpalllaeTCs Ha CBOM TPoH. [lepcu yxke cobupancs yXOOuTh, HO
YJIOBHUJI TIOCJIEIHKE CJIOBA, IIPEXK/Ie YeM CBSI3b C TPOHHBEIM 3aJI0M 0060PBajIach.

"... MBI coobmuM emy 0 TUOENX ero PoguTesiel 3aBTpa, IPeke YeM CHOBA NIPeI0KUTh
feccMepTHe... ¥ €CIU OH He COTJIACUTCS... CMePTh CTaHET OTBETOM..."

I'maza [lepcu pacmaxHyIKuCh, ¥ OH IIOCMOTPET HA MPaMOPHYIO CTEHY Iepen co6oi. OmyCTUB B3I,
OH YBHIEJI, YTO Ha ero HOTax U TaM, I'fle ero pyKa Kacanach CTEHH], 00pa3oBascs jen. HeHaBucTh
HaXJIbIHYJIa Ha HETO0, Cepylle TedasbHo 3a01I0Ch, KOrja OH OTCTYIUI OT CTEHEL.

EMy HY2KHO OBILIO0 YXOOUTE. OH 3Ham 9TO, UHA4Y€ OH MOXKET COPBATHCA, U TOTAd HUKOMY U3 TE€X, KTO



BCTAQHET Ha ero MmyTH, He OyOeT MoIlaih.

[ToaTOMY OH ITOBEPHYJICS U, HE OTJIsAAbIBasICh Ha OOJIbIIIONM TPOHHBIM 3al, TOIIeN K JOPOXKKe, Befylei
K mudTy. OH He coOupasicst Bo3BpallaThCs B OnUKaMIee BpeMs... U KakK TOIbKO OH 3TO CHeNlaeT, 3TOT
rOpOJ IPEBPaATUTCA B MEMNeT...
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