[Tocrne 3aBTpaka JIu3 HampaBuUIach B IOKOU uMneparopa. OHa OBUIA TaK pajia, YTo CIYTH
obparmanuchk ¢ Heil Kak 0ObIYHO, YTO COBCEM 3a0blyIa O PeaKIiy APYTUX JIeu.

B Kopunope 0OHa CTONKHYIACh C AByMs GpeinruHaMy IPUHIIECCH, KOTOPEle CMOTPENIN B €€ CTOPOHY
OTHIOMb He Apyxkemo0Ho. OHM 00e HOCUIYN BENIMKOJIeNTHbIe TEMHbIE OapXaTHBIE MJIaThs, PACIIUTHIE
CaMBIM BHICOKOKaueCTBEHHBIM OeJIbIM KPY2KEBOM, a B UX BOJIOCH! OBLIM BIJIETEHH! YKPAIIEHUSIMU C
camorBeTaMu. Mix Hapsigel OBUIM HACTOIBKO XKe BIEYaTIISIoNIKe, KakK U y JIeIX U3 ITPECTUKHEeHIINX
[IOMOB.

JIu3 momBITaIach MPOCTO TIOMPUBETCTBOBATh UX KMBKOM U MTPOUTH MUMO, HO OHU BCTAJId Y HEE Ha
IyTH, IEPETOPOIUB ITPOXO]I.

— Ox, ecnu 3T0 He KabaHuxa. Kak BooO1ie 0OHa cyMesia 3aloIyYuTh JOJIXKHOCTh UMIIEPAaTOPCKOU
(pennuHL?

— Crpourna u3 cebs Takyl CKPOMHSIIKY, YTOOH €€ TIOHOCKIX Ha PydYKaX... Bl JOBOIBHO yMeIIo
TI0JTb3yeTECh CBOUMHU JKEHCKMMHU YapaMHu.

[Toka OHU CMesTHCh, JIU3 MPUKUABIBAIa CBOM BapHuaHTEL. ECIM OHa IPOUTHOPUPYET UX U IPOUTET
MHMO, OHA MOTYT HCII0JIb30BaTh BIUSHUE CBOUX CeMei, 4YTOOk co30aTh MpobieMbl 6apOHCTBY €€
nsigu. M HUKAKOTO CMBICTIa 2KaJIoBaThCsl UMIIepaTopy. Korma oHa OTMEHUT ITOMOJIBKY U OH BEPHETCS B
PasanaT, TO Ha ero MomgepKKy MOXKHO OymeT 00JIbIlle He PaCCYUTHIBATh. Bomee Toro, aTu megu 6yayT
IIPOCTO B OEIIEHCTBE, YTO OHA OCMEIUJIAch Hasi0eMHUYATh UMIIEPATOPY O MX MOCTYIKaxX. B utore ato
IPUBEOET TOJIBKO K eIré OO0JBIIUM TPo0IeMaM.

Taxk 4TO nyd4lee, 4YTO OHa MOTJIa CHIe/IaTh cefdac, 3TO IPOCTO CTOSITh U CIIyIIaTh. BripoyeM, JONIro aTo
He MPOAJIMIIOCH, TaK KaK M3[alu JOHECCS LIYM TOJIIH, & HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHMUH CIIYCTS I'PyIIa
BOOPY2KEHHBIX COJIHAT U phIllapey CIIeIIHO IIPOIia MAUMO HUX.

— YTto npoucxonut?! — He B CUJIaxX yaepXKaTh TI000MBITCTBO, 00pAaTUTUCh K HUM (DpEelTuHEL
IIPUHIIECCHI.

WM OTBETHII PHIAPh C KOPOTKUMH CBETJIO-KAIITAHOBEIMHU BOJIOCAMH. TakK BHIIIIO, YTO UM 0KA3aJICs
IBOIOPOOHEIHM OpaT JIu3 JIeoH, BTOPOU CHIH OsiOM, HA OBa rofa eé crapiue. ETo romoc 3By4an
B3BOJTHOBAHHO:

— Ero uMmepaTopckoe BeTUYECTBO CeHdac B cafly. — A 3aTeM OTOCIIall OCTAIbHEIX JTIOMeH, C
KOTOPHIMU OH OBLIT: — MOuTe masbiie.

[TpaBpma, y nemu Gosblile He OBIJIO K HEMY BOIIPOCOB, WX 0OJIbIIle 3aMHTEPECOBAIO TO, UTO OHU YKe
YCITBIIIIAIH.

— Ero Benn4ecTBO BHILIEN Ha IPOTYNIKY?! — 3aBu3XKaa OfgHa.



— OT0 MOXKeT OBITh HAIIKM IITAHCOM BCTPETUTHCA C HuUM! — IIpOoIIuIiajia gpyras.

Y c atuM oHM 00e ITOMYaJIUCh B CTOPOHY cafia. JIu3 Habsofasna 3a UX YX0HoM C 06JIeTYeHUuEM.

— Onsts npuctanu K Tebe? — cupocui JleoH. Ero ¢hamMunbspHLIH, ClIerka yCTaBIINi I'OJI0C OTpaXKarl
TO, HACKOJIKO OHHU 3HAJIX APYT Opyra C AeTCTBa.

OHa oTBeTHIIa B CX0XKel pacciiabieHHOM MaHepe:

— ITO BCE M3-3a TOTO, UYTO MEHS BUepa Brbpanu GppeinHoi uMIepaTopa.

JIOTWYHO, YTO Ha3HaYeHMe Ha HO,[[OGHYIO OOJIZKHOCTB BEI3OBET 3dBUCThE MHOTHX, U HUYETO TyT HE
Imopeiaelnb, KpoOMe KdK IIEPEeXKOaTh 3TOT LIyM.

— OH [elCTBUTENBHO BLIOPas Te0s? — HaXMYPUBIIUCE, CIIPOCUIT JIeOH. — ITO He OBIIO IIYTKOU
UJIH...

— Ecnu 651 9T0 GBITO IIYTKOM, MHE Obl He MPUIIIOCH BHICTYIIUBATh Ty JOJTYIO JIEKLKIO CTapIleH
(GpeunuHE 0 TOM, KaK BaXXHO He HAllOPTauWuTh. — Buepa mocie Toro, Kak 0Ha OCTaBHIa IOKOU
MMIIEpaTOpa, €€ IoMMara cTapiias ppeunnHa U OYeHb JOJIr0 OTYUTHIBAIA Ha 3Ty caMmylo TeMy. — C
TeM, KaK 06CTOAT fiena, s 6eCIIOKOI0Ch, flaxke MPOCTO Pa3roBOP CO MHOM MOXKET IMPUBECTH K
npoOneMam fjis TeOs u 6apoHa.

— Her, oTen moiméT, uto uMmepaTop Tebs BriOpas. Bot ecnu ero ceuta monpoOyeT 3a0paTh Te0S C
co0o0¥ B UMIIEPHIO, TO TOTMIa OH He CMOXKEeT CHejIaTh BUI, YTO 9TO BCE ero He KacaeTcs.

OO6bruyHO JIu3 CKOpee BCero rmoaymaiia OBl TaKXKe — HO HUYEro B 3TOM CilIydae He OBLII0 «OOBIYHOTOY.

— Bce xopomro. 3Toro He cnyunTcd. Ho moka s Bce XKe ¢peinHa UMIIepaTopa, Tak 4TO MHE Iopa
UOTH K HEMY, — YX0fis, TI0MaxXaJia OHa PyKOW Ha IIPOIaHbe.

Xots JIu3 cKa3aiu, 4YTO OHa MOXKET [eJiaTh, YTO X04YET, HO C €€ CTOPOHHI OBII0 OB CTPAHHO He
COTIPOBOKIATH UMIIEPATOPa B cafdy. JIomu MOmyMalioT, UTO OHA He BHITIOJIHSET CBOU 00S3aHHOCTH.

YT0OH HE 3aTePAThCA B TOJIIIE CIIyT U JTIOﬁOHBITCTBYIOH.II/IX OaM U BCTPETUTHCA C HMHepCKOﬁ CBUTOH,
JIus peniniia OTIIPABUTLECA B Cal OJIMHHBIM HYTéM.

Buepa coBceM He 110 C€30HY BHIIIATI BECEHHUM CHET U HaxKe yXKe yCIlesl pacTasTh, OCTABUB IyKalKy
HACKBO3b ITPOMOKIIEH, TaK 4TO JIM3 MPUIIIOCH OCTOPOKHO UATH IO HEH, Mo0ysICh MO MyTH
pacIycKaBIeics 3ey1eHbl0. I10 Iy TH el BCTPETUIIOCh HECKOJIBKO UMIIEPCKUX OXPAHHUKOB, HO OHU 6e3
po6JieM MO3BOJIUIM el TPOMTH, yKe 3Hasl, YTo e€ u3bpanu GpeiInHoN UMIepaTopa.



BCKOpe BIrepegu OHa PaCCJIBIIIAJIX I'0JIoCa.

— Ia, s octaBun ux Ha Cumguca. becnokoutecs? HeT, 51 moHMMaI0 moyeMy... XOTUTE, YTOORI S
IIPOBEPUII, KaK OH TaM?

910 OB1n TONTOC Anicema. M pa3 cobecemHuKa He OBITIO CIIBIIIHO, TaK YTO CKOPEee BCEro OH
pasroBapuBan ¢ uMmepaTopoM. CTOUIIO el OmoNTH OnuxKe, ¥ OHA yBUAEa 000uX, CUOSIINX BMECTE B
onmHOM n3 6eceloK MBOPIIOBOTO cafa. OxpaHa Oblyla Ha CBOUX MO3UIMAX Ha HEOOJIBIIIOM PACCTOSHUN
OT Hee.

Ho 4To uMmepaTop mesnaa CHapyKu B €r0 HEIHEIIHEM... COCTOSHUU? Bojiee TOro, elle TOJIbKO BUepa
mén cHer. Ha ymuile OBIIO OBOIBHO ITPOXJIATHO IJIs BeCHHL. [Toroma He 0co00 pacmonarana K
nocuaenkaM B cagy. Ho kak Tonbko JIu3 momymasa 06 3TOM, TO Cpa3y BCIIOMHUIIA. ..

— O, ouu xe MOT'YT HCIIOJIB30BATh Maruio.

[IBOpsiHE UMIIEPUU MOTJIX C JIETKOCTHIO UCII0JIb30BATh CBOIO MaHY, YTOOLI OKPYKUTh BCE BOKPYT Cce0s
TEIIJIOM.

VimmepaTop ¥ repuor cpa3dy 3ameTunu JIua, Kormga oHa oboina 6ecemky.

— Ax, ecnu 970 He Mucc JIus. Xopoiero Bam yTpa, — o6paTuics K Helt Ajcep.

— Jo6poe yTpo, — MOIPUBETCTBOBaIa UX JIM3, 0CTaHaBIMBAsACH B 11are 0T Oecegku. — XOPOIIIO JIU B
CIIaNiy IPOIIION HOYbIO?

— [la, ero BeIM4ecTBO TOXKE XOPOIIIO BREICIIAJICA. Ax, kcTati, Mucc JIus...

— Ha?

Fepuor TIOJIOKUJI JTaflOHb Ha CBOU KyJiaK, IIPOCHd:

— Cupuc momxkeH OBITh Y BXOHa B caf. MBI OTIIPABUIIM €T'0 PA30THATH COOPABIIYIOCS TaM TOJIIY, HO OH
BCE ellle He BepHYyJIcg. He Mornu OBl BH IIOCMOTPETD, B UEM TaM HeJI0?

— Kak noxenaete, — KOPOTKO MOKJIOHUIACH JIu3.

[ eByiKa pa3BepHyIach U OTIIpaBUIACh Ha3al KO JBOPILY, PA3MBIIIIASA O TOM, YTO K€ MOTJIO
3amepxkaTh Cunuca. [Toxoxke, Ancerl CBaIWI HA HETO TOBOJILHO XJIONIOTHOE 3aflaHue.

— OH pa3bupaeTcs C JTOAbMHE, XKeJaloliMU ayJueHIIUY C ero BeIudecTBoM? — JIu3 orjsmenach



BOKDPYT 4, IPSIM KaK IIO03peBaa, cpa3y 3aMeTiia Cuuca, IEITAIOMIErocss pa3o0paThCs C
HaCeHaloIey TOJIOM KYIII[OB U IBOPSH.

— HWmMmepaTop OTOBIXaeT B Cafy, TaK YTO B TAHHBIM MOMEHT S HE MOTY ITO3BOIUTh KOMY-TH00 BOUTH,
— cTapascs o0bSICHUTH OH.

— Torpma st GBI XOTeN IIOTOBOPUTDH C BaMH, C3P PHILIAPh!

— IMoxarnyiicTa, IOTOBOPUTE U CO MHOM, C3P philaph! A OB X0Tea yCbIaTh 00Jibine 00 UMIIEPHH. ..

B Tonme Haxomunuch u 06e GpenTuHb, HacMeXaBIIuecs: paHee Hag Hed. Tenepb oHM GYKBaIbHO
BHCcenu Ha Cupnuce, xkejasi IPOU3BECTH BIeYaTIeHre Ha uMIepiia. JIua roroa Oblia gaxe
amjIogUpOBaTh UX OEeP30CTH.

Brina Tam u gpyras ¢peunuHa. OHa TUXOHBKO CTOSITIa B CTOPOHKE, HEJIOBKO 3ajlaMBIBasl PyKH.
BrpoueMm, peIKKe BOJIOCH Cpa3y M03BOIUIN JIU3 0mo3HaTh €€. ITO OblJIa OMUCHUS, THOCTPAHKA,
BBIJaHHAs 3aMyX 3a MECTHOro ABOpssHWHA. OHa Bcerga XOpouIo OTHOCUIACH K JIu3, HecMOTps Ha
pernyTanuio Toi. XOOuIu CIyxXy, YTO y OMUCUU OBIO JOBOJIBHO TAKEJI0e IPOIIIoe, YTO €€
nepefaBaliy C PyK Ha PYKU MeX[y POOCTBEHHUKAMU B Pa3HBIX CTpaHax, I0Ka HaKOHel] OHa He CTajla
BTOPOU KEHOU IIpeMbep-MUHUCTPA.

JIn3 yganmoch paccibiiaTth e€ Tuxoe 6opMoTtanue. CnoBa, IOBTOPsieMble IMUCKEN, He CBOOUBIIEN
B3rJISIla C UMIIEPCKUX COJIaT, IIOKUPOBAIN JEBYIIKY:

— A-a-a, mpsiBod... [ToBenuTENb HEMOHOB MIPUORIT B 3Ty cTpaHy! M3bIau, 0eMOHEL... 3bIIH, JEMOHEL...

HecMmoTps Ha HeOXKUAaHHOCTE, JIU3 3Hana, Mo4yeMy OMUCHS Tak roBopuT. Ta Obia
TI0CJIe0BaTEIbHUIIEH Habuparolel IomyIsSpHOCTb JOHAHCKOW Bephl — PEJIUTHY, COMHEBABILENCS B
Crete McTOKa 1 MpOTOBEOBaBILEl, YTO UCTUHHEIM CBET O0TOB UCXOOUT U3 COJIHIIA. BCce OHM HOCUIH
¢ cob6o¥t YEpHbIe KaMHH, YTBEPKaAs, YTO Te cobupanu B ce0st 60:KeCTBEHHBIM CBET.

Korpa JIu3 ychnelinana, YTO OCHOBaHUEM [IJISI 3TOM BePHI OBIJIO TO, YTO KaMHU HarpeBaluCh B CBETE
COJTHIIA, OHa Cpa3y Moyuysiyia HenagHoe. KOHEYHO Xe, BCE YEPHOE HarpeBaeTcs Ha COJHIE... M KTO-To
NEeVCTBUTEJILHO BENICS Ha TaKoe? XyxKe, ITOC/IefoBaTeM JOHaHW3Ma BOBCIO BHYIIIAIN OKPYKaOLUUM
Bellu B nyxe «CBeT MicTOKa — 3TO UCTOYHUK PA3/IUYHBIX 3a00ieBaHmit!» u «TEMHbBIE CEKPETHI
MMIIepaTopa, KOTOPHIE BH 00s13aHE 3HATh!» Tak Kak M3-3a CBOEM MPOLIIoH XKu3Hu JIua Onla
PacCIIOjIOZK€Ha K UMIIEPHUH, TO B 3TOU He XOTeJla UMETh HUYEero 061]_[81"0 C IOHAHUCTaMH.

BrnpoueMm, He 1moxoxke, YTOOB IMUCHUS TOBOPHIIA C KEM-TO KOHKPETHHIM. MIMIIepcKue COIIaThl JIUIIb
HEJIOBKO yIbIOaNNCh B OTBET, TaK 4TO JIM3 He cTaja obpalaTh Ha Heé ocoboe BHUMaHMe. He3auem
ObLIT0 yCTpPauBaTh CIieHy. B To e BpeMsi Cumuc ¢ abCOMIOTHO CEPhE3HEIM JIMIIOM ITHITAJICS
pa300paThCs C IOBUCIIMMY Ha HEM JIeOH:



— 41 B maHHBIM MOMEHT Ha clyxk0e, temu. ECIM Bb XOTUTE C KEM-TO ITOTOBOPUTE, ST MOTY OCTaBUTh
BaM 3TOr0 IXKEHT/IbMEHa, — CKa3aJ OH, II03BaB CTOSIBIIETO HEMIOAAJIEKY UMIIEPCKOTO COJIgaTa
nocTapine. — OH MHOT0Oe 3HAeT U OTJIMYHBIN COOeCeTHUK. YBepeH, Bbl CMOXKETe y3HaTh y Hero 060
BCEM, 0 UEM 3aXOTHTE.

CTapHﬂ COJIgaT IIOX0ZXKE IMOHMMAJI, 4YTO 3a «PAa3rOoBOP» Ha CaMOM [OEJIM XO0TEJIN 3aBeCTHU 3TU OEBYIIKH,
TaK 4TO BRITJIAOEIN ClerKa 03afadyeHHEIM. B TO ke BpeMs CaMU Jiedu 9yBCTBOBAJIA cebs YHUZXKEHHBEIMHU
N HEOXKHNaHHO BCIIOMHUIIN O KaKHNX-TO CBOMX IIJlaHaX, CIIEITHO CKPEIBASACH I'I€-TO 3a yI'JIOM.

Brpouem, 3Toro OBLIO HEHOCTATOYHO, YTOOH cracTu CupKca U3 CIIOXKUBIIEHCS cuTyarmu. Kak
TOJIKO ppeiuHbl cOexKaji, HeCKOIbKO IBOPSH 3aHIIu uX MecTo. [Toxoxe CUOuC He MOT BEPHYJICS
K UMIIEPATOPy, TaK KaK 9TOT IIOTOK KeJTAIOIIUX ITPOCTO He 3aKaHYUBAJICH.

Bups, Kak BCE HEJIOBKO CKIabIBAIOCh, JIN3 3aX0TeI0Ch 3aIUTUTh ero. OHa Bcerja Iobuia
3a00TUTHCS O IPYTHX, KMEHHO ITO9TOMY OHA PeIlria CTaTh PHIIAPEM B CBOEH ITPOIIUION XKU3HU. B0
BECeJI0 MPUCMATPUBATh 3a UMIIEPCKUMHU [IETHMH 110 IIPUKA3y UMIIePATPHULIHL.

Hemnoro moscnoMuHaB o0 mpoiinoM, JIu3 ORICTPO 3aHsIa MecTo psmoM ¢ CUONCOM U 3asBUIA:

— 4 MOT'y IIOMOYE C JII00BIM BOIIPOCOM, 9TO MOZXKET y BaC BOSBHUKHYTH, HO HO}KaHYﬁCTa, IIOMMHUTE, YTO
MEI HE MOZKEM 06eH.IaTb HHKAKHUX BCTPEY C eIr0 UMIIEePATOPCKUM BEJIMN4YECTBOM.

IBopsiHe BHITTIAENH 00eCKypakeHHEIMU. KOHEeUHO XK€, OHU U HOJIKHBI OBUTM TaK BHTIAAeTh. OHU
3HaJIH, KakK CJI0KHO IIOJTyYUTh ayIUEHIIHMI0 Y ©UMIIepaTopa, BOT [T0UeMY OHU IIBITAIMCh OJIs Hadaa
3aroBoputh K Cupucom... Ho Teneps JIus mpepBasia Ux MOMBITKU.

— T-Torma MBI BepHEMCS B IPYTO€e BpeMs, — CHAJINCh OHU, 0CO3HAB, YTO HE CMOTYT HAYETo U3 Hee
BEIXKATh.

YmoBneTBopeHHast 9TUM, JIu3 IIOBEPHYIACch K CpeOPOBOIOCOMY PHIIIAPIO U CKa3asa:

— Coap Cupuc, ero BeIU4YeCTBO XKIET Balllero Bo3BpaleHus. f Oblyla OTIIpaBiieHa, YTOOL COOOIIUTh
BaM 00 3TOM.

B nmio6oM criy4ae, UMEHHO TakK OHa IIPEMII0NI0XKMIIA, KOTMia €€ OTIIPABUIN IIPOBEPUTH, B YEM TYT [IEJO.
Anceq ¥ ©UMIIePaTOP UHTEPECOBAIMCH, YTO 3aHSIJIO CTOJILKO BPEeMEHH.

— dcno. Cnacubo, uto coobmmunu. Cracu6o, mucc Jlus, — orBetun Cuguc. [Ipu obpaleHun K Hel
XOJIOOHOE BEIPAXKEHHE ero JIKIla PAcTasijo ¥ PACIILIIOCE B IETKOM yIIBIOKE.

JIu3 MUTHYTIA, YBUEB HEOXUAAHHYI0 TpaHcopmarmio. OHa O MOfyMana, YTO 3TO HEBO3MOXKHO,
YUUTHIBasE KAKOe OTPEIIEHHOe JIUI0 ¥ HeTo OBIJI0 BCETO JIUIITh MUHYTY Ha3aq.



— Torpga mouméMTe, — IPOMIOJIKUII OH.

XoT4 ellle HEMHOT0 TopaXxkeHHas, JIn3 KuBHyJa u noia psagoM ¢ Cupucom. [Toutu cpaly oHa
IIOYyBCTBOBaJIa, KaK YTO-TO 3afefI0 €€ IaJbIlbl.

— Mou u3BHHEHUS... HAILlIM PYKU CITy4YalHO CTOJIKHYJIHUCh, — U3BUHMIICS Cumguc, mpubaBuB IIary,
YTOOBI UATH BIEPENH.

— Ax, He OeCIIOKOUTECE... — OTBeTHNa JIu3, Tellepb Jaxe Oosee o3agayeHHasI, YeM PpaHbIIIe.

OHa He gyMarna, YTO OHHU IIUTH JOCTATOYHO 6JIM3K0, YTOOHI OBIT XOTh KAKOU-TO PUCK KOCHYTHCST €T0
pyku. OHU BeOb He XKaJUCh APYT K APYTY B KOHIIE KOHIIOB. HO m0CIe M3BUHEHUS PHIIIAPh BHITIISAEN
HEMHOT'0 CMYILIEHHBIM.

«B uém meno?..»

[Toka JIu3 gmymarna, 4To XKe CIy4YuIoCh, OHU mobpanuch no 6ecenku, Tae XKaaau Tepror U UMIepaTop.

— C Bo3BpatenueM, Cuauc. [Toxoxke BH He CIELININ, — MOKYPHUII phillapd AJcen.

— BBII0 He Tak NPOCTO YyTOBOPUTH UX OTCTYNUTh, HO MUCC JIM3 MHE 04€Hb IIOMOTJIa, — OTBETUJI EMY
Cunuc.

JIn3 B ouepenHoil pa3 Imopa3ui ero ToH. Pa3Be He cliefiyeT phillapio OBIThH 00JIee BEXKIUBEIM C
repioroM? Bo3MoKHO OHU JPYKUIM C IeTCTBa. [IoKa 0OHa pa3MbIisgna 06 3ToM, Aceq IOMaHUT €€
K cebe.

— IIpotry mpoIIeHHSs, YTO MBI He IIPEIJIOKUIM TAaKOMY [IeTMKATHOMY CO3[aHUI0 IPUCOENUHUTLCS K
HaM 37iech. [louemy Obl BaM He IIPUCECTh ¥ He HACTaAUTLCS 3TUMHU BKYCHEUIITUMU CIIafOCTSIMU?

— Ax, crmacu6o, 6;aromapio Bac.

JIn3 mogymara, YTO OTKa3 BhI3BaJI OBl IIOJIO3PEHHS, TaK YTO OHA COTJIaCUJiach, BHYTpPeHHE HallOMUHAas
cebe, YTO eclii B Pa3roBope BCIIbIBET CBeT MICTOKa, TO e CTOUT OCTaBAaThCS XJIaJHOKPOBHOM.
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