Ho moxoxe, 4yTo JIu3 Obljla He eMMHCTBeHHAsI, KTO YIUBUIICS 9TOMY CJIOBY...

— Yro BH uMeeTe B BUAY? Kakyio «1oMOnBKy»?! — TpeGoBaTeIbHO BOCKIUKHYI CULIKC, B TaHUKE
BCKaKuBas Ha HOTHU.

Anceqn moxkayai maablleM, OTBedas:

— Yro Bac Tak cMmyTuino, Cuauc? Bel Begp MOHMMaeTe CUTyalMio, He Tak 1u? MMmepckas MOMOIBKa
SIBJISIETCS MarudecKuM KOHTpakToM. Ecu ogHa CTOpoHa IpefacT Apyryio, 06 9TOM CTaHET U3BECTHO.
Kpowme Toro, — Tyt Anceqn yka3ajl CBOUM IasblieM Ha JIu3, — mucc JIus KkaxkeTcs He MPOABIIsAeT
HUKAKOTO WHTepeca... Uik, CKaxkeM TaK, He X04eT UMEeTh HU4Yero o0Imero ¢ uMmmnepuei. YTo 6b1 MOTTI0
OBITH IPUYUHOM IJIST TAKON HEIPUSI3IHU?

Xomnomok mpobexkan 1o crnuHe JIu3. IToxoxke OH HAIIEN e€ PaHHKE CJIOBA ITOI03PUTETbHBIMH.

— He T0 yTOOH MHE HE HpABUJIACh UMIIEPHUS... — IIOMbITANach OHA OBICTPO UCIIPABUTh CUTYALUI0. —
4 nume uMesa B BUAY, YTO S HEIOCTOMHA...

— U He... BIpoYeM, HEBaXKHO, — 3aKJIIOYUII AJICe[l C MHOTO3HAYUTEIbHOM YIEIOKOM. — Korma
TIOCJIECTBUS MOTYT ObITh CEPbE3HBIMH, JIIONU BCETHA TOJILKO €II€ CUIbHEN CTapaloTCs XPaHUTh CBOU
cekpeTsl. KpoMe TOro, Kak HEKTO, KOMy He pa3 [eflany NPefjioXeHus B IPYTUX CTPaHaX, S He BUXKY
HU4Yero 0CoOeHHOT0 B TAKOU ITIOMOJIBKE.

JIn3 BIOJIHEe TIOHMMaAJIa, YTo IjlaH AJicefia ielicTBUTENbHO Obln Xopoii. [TomosniBKa He GymeT
BHITJISIOETH IIJI0X0 CO CTOPOHBI, ¥ HUKTO M3 BOBJIEUEHHEBIX HE ITOCTPaiaeT.

«YT0 XKe MHe JmenaTh?..»

Ecnu OBl Ha He¥ MCIIOIb30BaIM Maruio OTPAaHUYEHUS, TO €€ Osaas OBl MOJTYya IPHUHSII 9TO KaK JaHHOe.
Ho BoT momoJsiBKa coBceM fipyras uctopusi. Ecnu Obl 0H y3Hau, 4To JIu3 Terneph UMEET CBSI3U C
uMIepuen, 6apoH YUHCIIETT MOT OBl HCIIONIb30BaTh 3T0. BapoHCTBO ObIIO OEOHBIM, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 1
JIu3 3Hasna, KakK 3aropasuch rjaasa eé OOy, KOTfa peys Ijia 0 feHbrax. A yx Kak Obl BOCIIPUHSIIA 9TO
€€ TETS maxe rafaTh He HYKHO, C €6-TO JTI000BBIO0 K POCKOIIIH.

HyxHo OBI710 KaK-TO n30eKaTh 3TOM IOMOJIBKY. [1epBoii upiee cTano n300pas3uTh ropsuee XejlaHue
BBIMTH 3aMyXk. MoxkKeT ObITh, 9TO 3aCTAaBUT UX 3aAyMaThCH...

— M-M, s 6blna OB TOJTBKO pPafa IMOMOJIBKe!
BrpoueMm, HET, 3TO ObIJIO ObI CIUIIKOM IIPOCTO.

— Hukakux Bo3paxkeHu Torga? — oTBeTus Asiceq; ¢ 3a0aBisioleiics yIsI0K0M, MOMEHTaIbHO KpyIlla
BCe e€ HaleXKIH.

— Ho, Anceq, kT0... — Cuuc HEPBHO 3aITHYJICS, HEPOU3BOIBHO HAKJIOHSSICh B CTOPOHY TepIoTa.
JIu3 MBICJIEHHO TI0A0OIpHa ero, Be[b Telephb PHIaph OB e€ MOCIeIHUM IIaHCOM n30eXKaTh
IIOMOJIBKH.

— JIn60 BEI, 10O I, KOHEYHO XK€, — CEePhE3HO OTBETHII AJICE[.
YcnbimiaB 370, CHUOUC YCIIOKOUIICS ¥ CHOBA CeJl Ha CBOE MECTO.

«4T10o?»



— Bupgute nu, mucc JIus, Me oba XO0JIOCTAKH, a IIOTOMY MOZXKEM OBITH IIOMOJIBJIEHEI C BamMu. Koro u3
HaC BEI HpennhoéTe BUOETh B KAUYECTBE CBOET0 XKeHUXa?

— Koro u3?..

JIu3 mokayvasa rojioBOM, He B CHJIaX CHeNlaTh BEIOOP, KOTOPHIM €€ 3aCTaBIIsIM CAeaTh. [laxe
MOJISIIIAY B3TJIsAM, OpOIlleHHEIM Ha Cuanca, JIUIb 3aCTaBHUII TOTO CMYIIEHHO OTBEPHYThCS. [Toxoxke
PHIIIaph GOJIbIIIe He BO3pakas MPOTHB MaeH MOMOJIBKY, OCTaBUB JIn3 0e3 myTeil K oTcTymiennoo. Kak
OHH B0OO1IIEe [0 3TOrO Houun? BripodeM, Tenmeps yxke 6€CCMBICIIEHHO 3aaBaThCsl 3TUM BOIIPOCOM.

— 4 HuKorga He cMory BeIOpaTh! ITo ciumkoMm ajist MeHs! S 6yny 4yBCTBOBaTh ce0sl BUHOBATOM,
3aCTaBUB KOT0-TO 00py4YuTHCS co MHOM! [ToueMy Ol HaM He 3a06bITh 00 9TOM U HCIIOIH30BaTh
OTpPaHUYEHUE...

— layMH-H-H... — MUJIO ITPOCTOHAJ UMIIEPATOP, CTPOT0 CMOTPSI Ha He€. KOHTpacT MeXay ero
BHEIIHKM BUIOM U T'0JIOCOM OBITT HACTOJIBKO CHJIbHEIM, 4TO JIN3 cpa3y ke 3abbljia 0 TOM, YTO
TOBOPHUTIA.

— O, moyeMy BBl TaK NPOTHUB... YTO Bac 6ecriokouT? He BONHYHTECH — 3TO HE JIETKOMBICIIEHHOE
npepoxeHre. Mbl He OpOCUM Bac HU ¢ 4eM. be3ycloBHO, MBI TOTOBH 3a0paTh Bac B UMIIEPHUIO [JIS
nocyenyoen cBafb0sl. HecMOTps Ha cTpaHHBIE 00CTOSITEIHCTBA, BHI3BABIINE 9Ty IIOMOJIBKY, HE
[yMalo, 4TO 3TO IIJIOX0M BapuaHT. 4 Mory obeliaTh BCeM CepAlleM IOCBITUTE ce0sl BaM B KaueCTBe
Balllero Myxa.

BosBpaliieHue B UMIIEPHUIO 3TO KaK pa3 TO, Yero oHa 6osbille BCero xoresna u3bexkaTh, HO BOT CKa3aTh
3TO BCIIyX OBIIIO HENMb3sl. ITO TOJIBKO OBl OATBEPAUIIO TTIOH03peHus Ancena. JIn3 oTYassHHO HCKalla
BBIXOM M3 TEKYIIEW CUTYalUH.

— Batmre cusiTenbCTBO, HO TOYEMY BBL BOPYT TaK 3aMHTEPECOBAHBL B 3TOM IOMOJIBKE? MEI TOJIBKO
BCTPeTHINCh. UTO BHI OyfieTe fenaTh, €CNH 51 0KaXKyCh IIJIOXUM YeJIOBEKOM?

Takoe monoxkeHue e JefCTBUTENIBHO NOCTaBUI0 OBl JOBOJIFHO MHOTO ITP06JIEM replory U UMIIEPHH,
HO apryMeHT JIu3 TOJIBKO paccMelnus Ajcepna:

— TInoxo# yenoBeK HUKOTIa OBl He 3a7aJl TAKOTO BOIIPOCa, He MpaBaa Jin? ITO ObII0 OB
OYapOoBaTENIbHON HEOCTOPOKHOCTHIO C €70 CTOPOHHI.

— Ox... — JIu3s pacrepsinack. Y Ancena, Ka3anoch, €CTh KOHTPApTryMeHTH Ha BCE, UTO OBl OHa HU
TOBOpHIIA.

Ha maHHBI MOMEHT ITOXO0XKe y [IeBYIIKHA He 0CTaJIoCh BEIOOPA, KaK TOJIBKO COTJIAaCUTHCS, a YKe II0TOM
MCKaTh Opyroi Bexon. CobpaBmiuch, JIu3 mocMoTpenna Ha 06oux KaHAKUOAToOB. Bo B3rmsame Ancena Ha
He€ IJISICaI0 030PCTBO, TOTMA Kak rija3a Cupuca ObIIM CEPhE3HBIMU U UCKPEHHUMU. ECiiu OB XOTh
OIMH M3 HUX OBIJT MPOTHUB UAeu Opaka MeXOy HUMHU, OHa OBl He 3aflyMbIBasICh ero u BeiOpaa. Ho mo
KaKOW-TO MPpUYKMHE 000UX CUTYallUs BIIOJIHE yCTPauBaa.

— OTO He Takoi yXK CJIO0XHBINM BOIIpoc, Mucc JIu3, — nogbomapun e€ Ancen. — Koro u3 Hac Bbl OB
CKOpee IoLeoBanu?

— Yero?!

Tonosa y JIu3s notsa Kpyrom. [laxke B €€ MPOIION XKU3HKU OHA TaK ¥ He BHIIIA 3aMyK. KaxmabIi pas,
KOTr[la OHa OKa3bIBajlach PAMOM C IpefCcTaBUTeJIeM IIPOTUBOIIOI0KHOIO 110714, IO HOraMy Melllajcs



peGéHOK Hu3 I/IMHepaTOpCKOfI CeéMbH, 3a KOTOPBIM en IIOPY4Y€EHO OBIIIO IIPUCMATPHUBATE. N3-3a aToro
IIeJIOBAThLCS el TOXKe ellé He IIPpUXOOUJIOCh.

— JT0 HeoOXoouMast 4aCTh ITIOMOJIBKY, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB. AX, HO I I0JIaralo, Bel He 3Ha/M, He Tak Iy,
mucc Jluz? Mimnepckasi IOMOJIBKa SBISETCS (POPMOM Marudeckoro JOrosopa. [y ero 3akI0uyeHus
TpebyeTcs morenyi. Tak 4To... XOTUTE IOMPAKTHKOBATHCS CO MHOM? — CIIPOCHII AJice[, HaKJIOHSSICh
BIIepef U KacasiCh KOHUMKaMU IasblieB nogboponka JIus.

TonpKO B IIOC/IEMHUE MOMEHT OHa CHOepKanach ¥ He CKalasla, 4YTO OH JIXKET. [la, mJIs TOMOJIBKY OBII
HYXKeH I0IeJTy#, HO JIUIIb MOIeNTy# PYKH, TaK YTO IT0YEMY OH TPOTaeT e€ 3a nmondoponok? B mobom
cnydae, JIu3 IpUIIIOCH CAepkKaTh CBOE BocKiullanue. OObSCHUTD, OTKy/la el 3HaKOMEI TaKue
[ieTasy, He BHIIUIO OBl — BIPOYEM, MoJTYaHue el HUKaK He ITOMOTJIO, a JINIIb ellé 0oJiblne 3aTSHYIO B
IIJIaH repiora.

Heoxunanuo Cuguc cxBaTuil € 3a Ijiedo U NOTSAHYT K cebe, 3asIBUB:
— Ecnu oHa He MOXeT BEIOPATh, TO S CTaHY €€ KeHUXOM.
JIu3 MHCTUHKTUBHO IIOMHSIA B3TJISIA B €70 CTOPOHY.

— YT0OBI CKPHITH COCTOSIHIE €TI0 BeIMYeCTBa, BaM MPHUAETCS IMOCEIaTh BMECTO HETO MHOXKECTBO
IPUEMOB U MePOIpUSTUH, Ancefl. A TosiBTIeHNe Ha HuXx 6e3 mucc JIus, ecyiy Bbl 00py4uTech, OymeT
COYTEHO HapylleHueM OOTr0BOpa.

— AX, v npaBpa Xke. — Ka3zanocs, Becenbe Ajicefia TOJIBKO YCUIUIIOCh. — £ He MOTY IOSIBUTHCS Ha
HUX B OMMHOYECTBE — S Be[b IIPEMCTABIISAI0 ero BeJINUEeCTBO, B KOHIle KOHLIOB. Ho ecnu 51 mpupy c
IPYTOU KEHINHOU, TeM 60jiee eClny CKaxy, YTO y MEHS HeT HEBECTHI, YTOOBl CKPHITh MOM OTHOIIEHUS
¢ mucc JIu3... 9T0 TOUHO OyHeT COYTEeHO HApPYyIIeHHEeM JOT0BOPa, TOYHO Behb?

— A ecnu BH OyfeTe Be3fe Opath Mucc JIus ¢ co6oi, To 3To OyAeT paBHOCUIIBHO OTKPEITOMY
00BbSIBJIEHUIO CBOEH HEBECTOM. B 0TUasiHUM OHa MOXKET PaCKPHITh CEKPET €r0 BeIMYecTBa.

Arncep KMBHYJI, COTIAIIASACH C HUM:

— Bupouewm, 5 He TPOTUB IPUHSATH HaKa3aHue 3a HapylleHNe N0roBopa, YTOOb COXPaHUTh ITIOMOJIBKY
B cekpeTe. B xyqieM ciaydae 3To IPOCTO JIETKas rojioBHas 601k, [axe ecnu 51 6yqy MHOTOKPATHO
HapylaTh IOTOBOP, KJIeMMO NPEeCTYIJIeHUs Ha JafloHU Tpo0ymeT TaM BCero HeCKONbKo yieT. He To
yT0 OBl KTO-HUOYOHL B OIBeHEe BOOOIIIE IPEACTAaBISAI, YTO OHO 3HAYUT.

— Hert! — nocnemno BeIKpUKHYNa JIus.

OHa mpekpacHo 3Hasla, 4YTo OBIBAET 3a HapyILIeHKHe NOroBOpa — MOCTHIIHOE KJIeHMO, H3Belalee
BCEX OKPYZKAIOIINX O TBOEM MPeCcTyIyieHuu. [ToaTBepKaeHre TOr0, YTO Thl U3MEHHUK. UIMeHHO
II03TOMY PUTYaJl IOMOJIBKY ITPOBOJUTCS, TOJILKO KOTTIa ITapa CephE3HO HaMepeHa CBSI3aTh CBOU
cynbObl. JIU3 He MOTJla BRIHECTH MBICIIH, YTO AJicely IPUAETCS TEPIETh IOO03PUTEIbHEIE B3TIISIB
OKPY2KaOLINX M3-3a IIOMOJIBKY, OPTaHU30BAaHHOM JTUIIL YTOOK 3aCTAaBUTh €€ 3aMOJTYaTh.

Ho onsaTh-Taku, Kak xkutenb OJiBeHa, OHa He [OJIXKHA 3HATh IOAPOOHOCTY Pa3aHaTCKUX PUTYaJIOB.
Kak OvI TOT, KTO HI4YEeTro He 3HaJl 0 HUX, CpearupoBasl B JaHHOW CUTYyaluu?

— TToxanyicTa, He TofBepraiTe cebst pUCKy W3-3a TAKOTO... — B KOHIIE KOHIIOB ITPOTOBOPHIIA OHA.



HaBepHo, OONBIIMHCTBO TIOEHN, YCIIBIIIAB O «KJIeiMe MPEeCTYIJIEHUs Ha JIafOHU», PeIlaT, 4YTo peydb 0
IIpaMe OT KaKOro-TO HaKa3aHUs, TaK YTO eBYIIKa IMOmpo0oBaia n306pa3suTh COOTBETCTBYIOIIYIO
peaknuio. BrpoueM, B TO ke BpeMs JIU3 HaKOHEII IIOJTHOCTHIO 0CO3HANa, KaK XKe CJI0XKHO OyaeT
n300paxkaTh HUUEro He BeHaomyio UOUOTKY. OT 3TOM MBICTH e¥ TOJIbKO CUJIbHEHN 3aX0TelloCh
IIOCKOpee BEIKPDYTUTHCS U3 TEKYIIed CUTyallud ¥ 0Ka3aThCs MOAasblie OT UMIIEPLEB.

— He Bonnyiitecs, mucc JIua. Peub He UAET 0 pu3ndecKoM HakazaHUU. Ho eciu Bbl O€CIIOKOUTECH,
TO TIPOCTO BEIOEPUTE MEHs, — YCIIOKauBalollle ckaday CHOuc, I0XoxKe MoBeprB 00bsICcHeHUAM JIus, a
3aTeM IIPOJOJIKUJI, IIPUBOLA apryMeHTHl B CBOIO T0JIb3y Ajiceny: — He moxoxe, 4To6sI Mucc JIu3
OblTa TOTOBA BOT TaK MPHU3HATH IOMOJIBKY. EC/IM Ha Bac mOSIBUTCST KJI€MMO eI1é J0 TOro, Kak OHa
TIOJTHOCTBIO OCO3HAET MTPOU30IIEeIlee, TO BUHA U3-3a Balllei cBagbObl He ITO3BOJIUT € HUKOI' A CTaTh
NEeNCTBUTEILHO CHACTIMBOM. [10 BO3MOXKHOCTH, 51 OBI XOTEJT HaTh e BpeMs IOJyMaTh U 110 CBOEH BOJIe
PEeIIuTh OTIPABUTHLCS B UMIIEPHIO.

Ero npemoxeHne ObIIO 3[PaBEIM, BOT TOJILKO TO, YTO B UTOT'e OHA BCE PABHO OKA3hIBAJIACh
IIOMOJIBJIEHA C UMIIepIeM, ObII0 TPo6IeMO.

— Xopormo. MHe X0Tei0ch fOOUTHCS €€ OTBETA, II0KA OHA eINé TaK IMOKHPOBAaHAa, HO BO3MOXKHO BEI
IIpaBHl ¥ HE CTOUT TOPONUTDH COOBITHS. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, y HAC eIllé MHOTO BpeMeHH, TaK 4To Oy#eT
Tyd4Ille, eClu [ Hadasla eé XKeHUXOM CTaHeTe B, Cumuc, — cormacuics Amceq,.

Tak Cunuc u OblT BRIOPaH BPEMEHHBIM XKEHUXOM It JIu3.

— BuI meiCcTBUTENIBHO HE MPOTHUB, cop Cumuc? Ml BCE Ke TOBOPUM O IIOMOJIBKE. 3a4eM BaM BHIOMPATh
MeHs? U g monXKHa 3HaTh — 10YeMY BBl Beslu ce0sl TaK CTPaHHO, KOTfia BEIOpaay MeHS Ha POJib
(bpelnuHb UMIIepaTopa? — IOCIEITHO CIIPOCHIa OHa.

Cumuc Beén cebs Tak, Kak ecyu Obl OHa OblNTa eMUHCTBEHHOM, KOTO TOTBKO OH MOT BRIOpATh, U ei
XOTEJIOCh 3HATh IMoYeMy. Bpsig i1 M0o30Ju OBITM IUHCTBEHHON IPUYUHOM. [[0KHO OBITH YTO-TO €IIE,
13-3a Yero OH HAaCTOJIBKO XKeJjlaJl 3TOM IIOMOJIBKH.

JInu3 mpucTanbHO CMOTPETa Ha PHIIAps, SIBHO 03alauyeHHOT0, KaK Xe el OTBETUTb.
— ITo Kakou-TO IpUYMHE, — HaKOHeIl cKa3ajl Cuauc, — y Bac eCTh MaHa.
— A? Ho g ponunacsk u Beipocia B OnBeHe...

TonbKo Te, B KOM TeKJla UMIIepCcKasi KpoBb, MOTJIM 0o0afgaTh MaHoi. JIu3 yxe mpoboBasa
MCII0/Ih30BaTh IIPOCTYIO Maruio B 3TOM XKW3HU, HO HU Pa3y €€ MOMbITKYA He YBeHYalKuCh ycuexoM. B
mo6oM ciydae, B royioce Cruguca Obljla yBEPEeHHOCTD.

— 9TO U CTPaHHO, — IOATBEPAUII OH. — Pa3 y Bac eCTh MaHa, MHe X0TeJloch Obl 3a06paTh Bac B
UMITIEPUIO.

— Ilo 3To¥ Xe IpUUYKHE 5 XOUy KEHUTLCA Ha Bac, — fobaBu Ancen. — {1 yIOMSHYJ IIOMOJIBKY,
yTOOB! YAUBUTH BaC, HO €CJTM BO3MOXKHO, 5T OBl XOTEJI JKeHUTHCST Ha Bac IMPSIMO ceiiyac U YTOOHI BBl
BEPHYJIUCH C HAMU IOMOH.

— Ho...

Ecnu Cupuc 3Hau, 4To OeBylIKa o0iajjara MaHOM, TO ITOX0XKe OH PaccKa3aj 00 9ToM Alceny u
uMIIepaTopy. Bce Tpoe cMoTpenu Ha Heé Tak, 4To JIu3 HaKOHeI] 0CO3Hasla, HACKOJIbKO BCE CePhE3HO.
[Toxoxke uMeHHO 3T0 Cumuc o0CcyxKman ¢ AyicemoM I0 MyTH Clofa, ¥ UMEeHHO 00 9ToM Ajceq



paccKas3biBasl UMIIEPATOPY, KOTa OHHU 3alllyId B KOMHATY.

Teneps ObUIO MOHATHO, TOYEMY UMEHHO €€ BEIOpanu GpernHON U HeBeCTOH. BripoueM, moyeMy oHU
TaK HacTauBajIu Ha TOM, YTOOH 3a0paTh €€ B UMIIEPHUIO TOJIHKO M3-3a MaHEl, KOTOPYIO OHA He MOXKET
MICII0JIb30BaTh? ECIIM OHU IPOCTO XOTEIU OepXkaTh e€ Iof HaOogeHreM, TO 3TO UMEJIO CMEICIL...

Ho 3T0 BCE XKe OblI0 MPo0IeMOH.

— 4 npepmouna 0wl ocTaThes B OniBeHe, — Mpu3Hanach JIu3, cMOTps nmpsiMo Ha Cuguca, — Tak 4TO
€CJIY TIOMOJIBKA ITO3BOJIUT YOEeIUThb BAC, YTO S1 COXPAHIO CEKpEeT UMIIepaTopa, To g cornacHa. Ho ¢
YCJIOBHEM, YTO BBl II03BOJIUTE MHE PA30pBaTh 3Ty MOMOJIBKY, KOTHa BOIIPOC C €r0 BEJIMYECTBOM OyneT
pemréH. MHaye s 0TKa3bIBAIOCh OT BCEr0, KPOMe Maruy OTPaHUYEHUS.

Arncen Gpocuit B3TJIAL Ha UMIIepaTopa nepeq TeM, Kak OTBETHUTE:

— Xoporo. B xone nmpubriBaHUS €T0 BeIMYeCcTBa MBI IIOCTapaeMcs 3aBoeBaTh Ballle cepale. Cunuc,
ToXKaIyicTa, HauuHak ¢ momosBKou. Ho, Mmucc JIus, eciiu BEL paCKpPOEeTe CEKpeT... Mbl OymeM
BBIHY2K[IE€HBI OTKPHITO BCEM COOOILINTH O IIOMOJIBKE U 3a0paTh Bac Ha3ay C HaMU B UMIIEPUI0 — KakK Obl
CUJIBHO BEI HE BO3paXaJi.

JIn3 KuBHYJa u Bcien 3a CugucoM mogHsmack Ha Horu. MiMmepaTop 06pBIBUCTO TaBKHYJ, B OTBET Ha
yT0 CUOUC KUBHYIIL:

— Bbrnaropapio Bac, Ballle BeiuuecTBo. Mucc JIus, jaBaiiTe MPOUWAEM B COCENHIOI KOMHATY.
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