Crousio uM mpuOBITE B KOMHATEI UMIIepaTopa, JIu3 OblJI0 TPeIokKeH0 CeCTh Ha IUBAH —
37IeTAHTHBIN, BHYIIUTEIbHBIN, U3bICKAaHHO-TeKOPUPOBAHHEIM pe3s00i U YKpalleHHbIH repbom
UMIIEPHUH IWBAH — IPSIMO HAIPOTHB caMOTro uMmepaTtopa. OHa cupesa HanpsizKEHHO BHITPSMHUBIINCE,
TI0Ka AJICE[ YTO-TO HANIEMTHIBAI Ha X0 UMIIEPATOPy. ITO OBIIO JONIT0e «YTO-TO», TAK KaK CIYyTH
yCIIeJIi IPUHECTH Yaii, a OH BCE ellé He 3aKOHUMII. KOHEYHO, IeByILIKe ObIJI0 MHTEPECHO, 0 YEM OHU
roBopunu. HepBHUYast, 0HA HEBOJIBHO OMyCTHIIA B3TJISAM HA KOJIEHHU. M Tor[a oHa ycCIblana...

— I'aB!
Jlau Gonbiio cobakiu.
— XM? — JIu3 OBICTPO MOAHSIIA TOJIOBY U OTJISHYJIach BOKPYT, IIPOBEPSIST KOMHATY.

Bo3MokHO uMIepaTop B35y ¢ co60# cBoero yobuMila, HO HU OHOTO IIica BOKpYT He 6b110. 1
¥“MIIepaTop, ¥ AJiceq BOIIPOCUTEILHO CMOTPEIM Ha OKHO Y HUX 3a CIIMHOU. HaBepHO 3BYyK moHECCs
CHapyXH, ITyCTh ¥ IIPO3ByYasl Tak FPOMKO ¥ YETKO.

— Yro-TO He Tak? — crupocun Cupuc. I1oxoxe OH HUYETO HE CIIBIIIA.

JIn3 3TO0 1MOKa3ajoCh CTPAHHBEIM, HO B TEKYIIEW CUTYallUK CIIPAIINBATh PO co0aK OBIII0 HEYMECTHO,
TaK YTO OHa CIIKCalia BCE Ha CBOE BooOpaxKeHue.

— A, HeT, HAYero, — yCIIOKOHUJIa OHa ero.

— dcHo. [Toxanyi#cTa, CKaxXuTe MHe Ccpa3y, eciiu OymeTe ce0sl M10X0 YyBCTBOBATh. C BaIllUMMU
HOTAMM TOYHO BCE B MOPSIIKE? — II0X0Ke PHIIAph BCE emlé OeCIOKOUIICS, YTO C HEeH MOXKeT OBITh YTO-
TO He TaK.

— C MouMM HOTaMU BCE B mopsake, crnacubo. 9 MpocTo youBUIach, KOTOa Bl TaK HEOXKUIAHHO
CXBaTHUJIU MEHS 3a PYKY...

— 4 rny6oko u3BuHSIOCH. [Iporty npouienusi, Mucc JIus, — CugucC maxe OIYCTUIICS Iepen Hel Ha
KOJIEHO, YTOOBI TOMUEPKHYTh CBOIO MICKPEHHOCT.

— Bcé nHopmanbHO! HeT HyK bl 3aX0AUTh TaK AaleKo!

[Tanvka oxBaTuia JIu3 Mpu MBICIIH, YTO UMIIEPCKUN PHILIAph CTOUT Iepeq HeX Ha KOJIEHIX Ha Ijia3ax
y camoro uMmieparopa. OHa IOTsIHy/Iach, YTOOH yCIIOKOUTL Cuuca, HO OH BOCIIO/Ib30BaJICs
BO3MOXKHOCTHIO ¥ BHOBb CXBATHUJI €€ 3a PYKY.

— Ax...

JIu3 omsATh 0XBATHUJIO TO K€ CaMOe CTPaHHOe YYBCTBO, YTO U paHbIle. OHO yCIIOKauBajo U
y0aloKuBaso AEeBYIIKY, TaK YTO OTIyCKaTh PyKy Cumguca COBCEM He XOTeJI0Ch, BIPOYEM, II0X0XKE
I0HOIIIA UCIIBITHIBAJI T€ K€ YyBCTBa. Ero B3ran OB C JIIOOOIEITCTBOM YCTPEMIIEH Ha UX
COIIpHKacaloIuecs JaloHU... HO 3TO BCE ke Obljla UMIIepaTOpCcKas TOCTUHAs. Bpsan nu yMeCcTHO Tak
IIOJITO CTOSATH Ilepel UMIIepaToOpoM, IepxKach 3a PYKH.

— Kxwm, Cupguc... — ¢ HaMEKOM TIPOKAILISAICS AJcen,.
ViMmepaTop TOXKe BEIPA3UJl CBOE YIUBIIEHHE...

— I'aB!



— A?! — BocknuKHYyJa JIu3, pacnaxHyB IIKUPOKO I1a3a.
OHa BuAeTa, KaK IIeBeIUIUCh TyObl UMIIEPATOPa, ¥ B 9TOT pa3 TOYHO ClIbllIana cobaunii ak.
— YT0... — 3anHyIach OHa.

[Toka meByIKa IbITaaCh 0CO3HATh IPOU3OIIeAlIee, UMIIEPaTOP IOCIEIIHO 3aKPhI POT PyKaMH.
Arcen cmemnan To Xe caMoe. BrpaxkeHus ux nmull npsM Kpudanu: «O, Omun!»

— Batre BennuuecTBo... — npocToHas Cupuc, oTnyckas pyky Jius.

YTo Ke 0 caMOH [IeBYIIKe, TO BCE, UTO OHa MOHSATA:

— He rosopurte MHe... 3T0 GBI €T0 BEINYECTBO... — IPOOOPMOTAasa OHa.
HMnepaTop BHIIIALEN 03afaueHHEIM U U3[ajl TUX0e IIOCKYJIUBaHUE:

— V-y-yibM...

JIu3 Moria TOIBKO CMOTPETH Ha HETO B IIOKe. I'0710C 3By4as pOBHO TakK, KAk OHA ¥ OXKHUOaIa —
BJIACTHBIN ¥ BHYIIHUTENbHBEINA. HO BCE Ke... OH Bedb ceryac u3maBa cobauby 3ByKu? [IpoBOpavymBas B
r0JIOBE 3TO Pa3 3a Pa3oM ¥ pa3oM, OHa 0CO3HaJjla, YTO He JOJIKHA IMPUXOAUTh K TAKUM CIIEIIHBIM
BBIBOJIaM. 3a IMBaHOM HOJIKHO OBITh €CTh co0aka. BHITSIHYB 11el0, OHa monpoboBasa 3ariasHyTh 3a
HETO...

Ancen y6pasn pyKu OTO pTa UMIepaTopa 4, OfapuB ero HaCTOMYMBEIM B3TJIIIOM, IPOIIUIIE]T:

— Hy nouyemy BHI IBITATUCh 3aT0BOPUTH? HaM Beb TaK XOPOIIO YAABaloCh BCE CKPHIBATh...

— A-a-a... aB, — OTBETUJI UMIIEPATOP, OMycKas pyKu. IIoxoxke OH CMUPUIICS, YTO OBLIO yKe TO3MHO.
JIu3 Teneps ObINIa yBepeHa — 3TH 3BYKHM TOYHO M3MaBaJl OH.

— H-H-HO... — BOCK/IMKHYJIa OHAa B II0OKe, — [I0YEMY eT0 BeJIMUeCTBO [TofipaxkaeT codauybeMy j1aio?!
9T0 Takas myTKa?!

— IN-momoxpaute! He Tak rpoMKo! — nomnpo6oBas ycrokKouTs eé CUnuC.
— By-y-y-y-®... — B rooce uMmneparopa Ipo3Bydaaud HOTKU COKAIEHUSs.

— XBaTHUT, Ballle BeJIMUECTBO. [locTapaiiTech cepkKuBaThCA. Y Hac 6ymyT mpoOIeMsl, eClu KTO-
HUOYOb CHAPYKHU YCIIBIIIUT.

CnoBa Ancefa 3acTaBU/IM UMIIEPATOPa KPEMKO-HAKPEIIKO CXKAaTh T'yOHL.

— IIpoury mpotenust, mucc JIu3. 1715 Bac 3TO [HOMKHO OBITH JOBOJIBHO IIOKUPYIOMIKUM... — IIPUHEC
u3BuHeHUs Cunuc.

— OM... — NIPOTSHYa OeBYIIKa, BCE eIllle€ He [0 KOHIa IOHUMas, YTO XKe NMPOUCXOOuT. — He moxoxe,
HO BCE XK€ — 9TO KaKOK-TO PO3BITPHIII?

[TogymaTh TOJIBKO, UTO UMITEPATOP CJIaBHOM PasaHaTCKOM uMiepuu 6yaeT 1asTh... MOXKeT JI1 OH Tak
IPa3HUTD €€, IPUABOPHYIO laMy BaccajbHOTO KopoyieBcTBa? HeT, r6epT, KOTOPOTO OHa 3HAa,
HUKorga OBl TaK He TIOCTYIIHUIL.



U Bcé Xke, a ecnu 3a IOCJIEIHUE CTO JIET YTO-TO CIIYYUJIOCh, YTO HACTOJIKO CHJIBHO €T'0 U3MEHUIIO?
YTOo ecnu — eC/Ii OHa OCMEJIUTCS TaK IMOAyMaTh — OH HAy4WJICS MOAIIyYUBaTh Haf JIIOABMU? ITO
ObLJI0 OBI JIyYIIUM UCXOMOM.

Ho meT, Cuguc mokadas roI0BOX U IMOSICHUI:

— 370 He IOyTKa, MUCC JInz. Ero BeIU4ecTBO, K COXKAIEeHUIO, HE MOXKET Pa3roBapuBaTh, TOJIBKO
JIaSTh...

— IToyemy... — JIu3 ax MPOCIE3UTIACH OT KAJOCTH, YCIIBIIIaB TaKue HOBOCTH. IrO6epT Bcerga ObLl
030pPHBEIM PeGEHKOM, TI0aBaBIIUM O0IbINKe Hagexkabl B Oymymem. OHa Okl HUKOTIa He ImofyMara,
YTO HACTYIUT IeHb, KOTa OH He CMOXKEeT TOBOPUTH U Oy[eT TOJbKO JasiTh. — [loueMy 3To
IIPOU30IIIIO?

— MaHa ero BenuuecTBa Obljla UCKaxKeHa, — nosgcHui Cumuc.
— HckaxeHa?

— JIBOpsTHE UMIIEPUH KUBYT HOJIbIIE U3-3a HATUYUS MaHBI, — IPHUHSIICS 00bsICHSTE Ancen. — Ho

€CJIM Hallla MaHa OKa3hIBAeTCS MCKaXKeHa, TO 3TO IPOSBJISETCS B TOM YHCJIE U B BUfe PU3NIECKUX
M3MeHeHU Haux Tejl. [IoXoxke, YTO KMEHHO U3-3a 3TOT0 €T0 BEeJIMYECTBO MOTEPSIJT CIIOCOOHOCTh

HOpPMaJIbHO TOBOPHUTb.

VimmepaTop, OATBEPKAasl CKa3aHHOE, KUBHYII U CJieTKa PhHIKHYI. CaMoe HacTosIIee «I'p-p-p».

— HW3-3a 9TOr0 MH ¥ O0BSBUIIM, YTO UMIIEPATOP Ipuboiiesn, — Ipomokuil Ancen. — Temepsb ero
BEJINYECTBY MOXKHO M30exkaTh He0OXOOUMOCTH pa3roBapHuBaTh Ha MyOIIHKe.

He 3ps JIu3 gymarna, 4TO MU0 ©UMIIepaToOpa BHITJISAENO0 CIUIITKOM IBIIIYIUM 300POBREM MJIST TOTO,
KTO IIPEMI0NI0XKUTENILHO OoJies. Tenmephb MOHATHO MOYeMy. B HEKOTOPOM CMEICTIE, BIIPOYEM,
MMIIepaTop AeUCTBUTENIBHO «00JIes».

— Ho 4T0 MOrI0 Tak UCKa3uTh MaHy? — cIpocunia JIus.

— MHI emi€ He yBepeHbl. Ho n3MeHeHUsT HayaslKuCh, KOTOa MbI ObIITA YK€ He Tak AajleKO OT CTOJIMITHI
OnBena. CHayajla ero BeIM4eCTBO I10XKaJI0BAJICS, YTO IIPOCTO YYBCTBYET ceOsi CTpaHHO, HO CO
BPEMEHEM ero COCTOSIHME Ha4aslo yXyAUIaThCs. Terneps OH He MOXKET HOPMaJlbHO pa3rOBapuBaTh, —
TsI2KeJI0 B3NOXHYN Ajicen. — Boo0iie, nCKaxKeHHe MaHbl TOPOH MTPOUCXOOUT C JBOPSHAMH IO
BIIUSTHUEM MaHbI IPYTUX JIIOMEH, HO, YIYUTHIBAS CUIY €T0 BeJIMYeCTBA, HEMBICIMMO, YTOOB Ybs-TO
37I0HaMepeHHass MaHa MOTJIa IIOBNIUSTh Ha HETO.

Ins JIu3 Tenmepsb BCE CTAJIO MOHATHO. B MpoLION XKU3HU OHA CIIblIaa UCTOPUU O OBOPSHAX,
CpakaBIUKXCS IIPU ITOMOIIY MaTuy U B UTOTe OTPAIIKMBaBIINX POra UM cBanuBaBuImxcs 6e3 cun. OHa
TaKXe [IOMHUIA, YTO eAUHCTBEHHEIM JIeYeHUeM B TaKUX CITydasix OBUIO BpeMs.

OHa yxe cobupasach KHBHYTh B OTBET, BHIpaXkasi IOHKMaHKe, HO BOBpeMs 0CO3Haja, 4To CUOKC BCE
ellé MpoyomkKaeT HabIomaTh 3a Hell, T09ToMy OBICTPO M300pa3usia Ha JIuIle 03agadeHHoe
BEIpaZKeHMe, Kak OyATO OHA BIIEPBHIE CHIBIIIANIA O TAKUX BelaX. buiTo OB KpalHe CTPaHHO, KOHEYHO,
ecnu OBl MpUABOPHAs mama u3 OJiBeHa 3Haja Takue Beid. JIu3 Heobxomumo n300paxKaTh
HE3HAIOIIero HUYero mpo MaHy MMOCTOPOHHEr0 U3 OJHOM M3 BacCAJIbHLIX CTPaH.

— Ham u3BecTHO, 4TO IMIPpUY¥HA CIIyYUBIIETOCA I'I€-TO 30ECh, B CTOJIUIIE. Ero BennuecTBo
IIOIIPABUTCA, CTOUT HaM IIOKUHYTE I'OPOA, HO OCTABIIATH BCE KaK eCTh HeJoIIyCTHUMO. Ilo Hac gouiu



CJIYXH, YTO UMIIEPIEI B HEKOTOPLIX OPYTUX BACCAJIBHBIX CTPAHAX TO2K€ HCIIBITBIBAIOT CTPAHHBIE
CUMIITOMEI, 1 MEI Y2K€ U3y4daeM I3TOT BOIIPOC.

— 9T10...

— MEHI monaraeM, uX MaHa HCKaxKaeTCs TeM ke CII0CO00M, TaK 4To peninin OCTAThCA B CTOJIMIIE, KaK
U IINTaHUPOBAJIOCH. 3TO IO3BOJIUT HAM [IOKOIAThLCS [0 CyTH IIPOUCXOOSAIIETO.

— I'aB! — cormacuncst Co CKa3aHHKIM UMIIEPATOP, U30aBIeHHEIN OT HEOOXOIUMOCTH IPUTBOPSITHCS B
€€ IPUCYTCTBUH.

— ITomo3peBaeM, uTo gBopsiHe OyBeHa OKaXKyTCs 3aMeIIaHbl B 9Ty UCTOPHUIO, TaK YTO, KaK Bl yXKe
MOTJIH TTOHSITh, MBI HE PACIPOCTPAHSIEMCS O mpou3oIeaieM 0obine Heo6xoguMoro. CoOCTBEHHO,
MBI ITJTAaHUPOBAIM HUYET0 BaM He PaCcCKa3kBaTh, POCTO CBEMs Balllk oduiraabHele 0053aHHOCTH 10
MUHHUMYMa... — AJjiceri GpOCHIT B3TJIAM Ha UMIIepaTOpa, HEJIOBKO OTBEMIIETO B3TJISAT B CTOPOHY. — Ho
TaK KakK ero BeJIMYeCTBO OT YOUBJIEHUS OTKPHII CBOM POT [laXKe He pas, a [IBa, Telleph BHl 3HAETE

IpaBay.

Yro Tak yguBuio umnepaTopa? Hackomabko JIu3 oMHMIIA, B IEPBHIM pa3 Anceq YTO-TO HaIIEITHIBA
eMy Ha yX0. ITO 3aCTaBUJIO €€ cjierka 3aHepBHUYATh. MOTYT 1 BCeMy BUHOM OBITH MO30JIM Ha pyKax
OoT MeyYa?

— M= OBl IpeAnoYny, YToOk BH He CO00IIan HUKOMY O COCTOSHUY ero BenudecTBa. C Hallleln
CTOPOHHI OBITIO OB HECTIPABEIINBO HCIIOIb30BATh Maruio OTPaHUYEHUS Ha Bac, KOTIa 3TO MBI
BMHOBATHI, YTO IIPOTOBOPUIIUC.

JIu3 CymopoKHO B3[OXHYJIA IIPU YIIOMUHAHUY OTPaHUYEHUsI. ITO OblIa MOTYIIIECTBEHHASI Marus,
KOTOpPas OrpaHMYMBAJIa JeHCTBUS 1eJIH C ITOMOIIbIO ITPHKa3a. Hampumep, KTo-nmubo mop
OorpaHHYEHUEM «Tebe HeNb3s JelaTh HUYero, KpoMe Kak CHIeTh» IOYYBCTBYET arOHUI0, eCIIH
nornpo0yeT BCTaTh. B UMIEPUHU TOJIBKO 0CO00 CUIIbHBEIE TBOPSHE MOTJIM MCIIOIh30BATh MOJO0HYI0
Maruio.

Bripouewm, st He€ OBUIO BIIOJIHE 0YEBUIHO, IIOYEMY UMIIEPUS X0YET CKPHITH UHOOPMAIUIO O
COCTOSIHWHU eTo BennuecTBa. HaliTu npuunHy 6ymeT 0COOEHHO CI0KHO, eC/ii 00 9TOM CTaHET LIINPOKO
13BeCcTHO. Ho cToumo el yxe CMUPUTHCS CO CBOEH Y4YaCThIO...

— I'p-p-p... — MATKO IIpOpEIYasI uMepaTop, 6pocuB Ha Alicefia CEPLE3HBIN BTSN, a 3aTEM
nocMoTpen Ha Cuguca.

JIu3 IOHATHS He uMeJia, YTo OBl 9TO 3HAYMIIO, HO IIOX0XKe repoor ero ImoH/AJ.

— Ia, mpaBga. B aToM ciy4ae y MeHST €CTh XOPOIIIasi UOes, Ballle BEJIMYeCTBO, — OTBETHII OH, 3aTEM
OBepHYJICS K JIu3. — Ero BeIM4eCTBO HEIPUSATHA MBICITh 00 MCIIOIb30BAaHUK MATruu OTPAHUYEHUS
13-3a ero omuOKky. OH TOBOPUT, YTO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 3TO ObI/Ta CIIYYaMHOCTD.

Bo Barnsame HMIIEPATOpPa IeHCTBUTEIIHLHO 0TPaXKaJloOCh PaCKadHHUE. En CpPa3y BCIIOMHHUJIOCH, YTO
II0X02Kee BhIPA2KEHHUE Y HETO OBIIIO ¥ B OEeTCTBEe, KOIr'la ero 3a YTO-TH00 OTYUTHIBAJIH.

— Tax 4to, — mpomosikuI Ajicefi, — ero BeIMUYeCTBO X0Tesl Obl HAUTH APYTroi Ciocob COXPaHUTh
CeKper.

— [Ipyro# cmoco6?



JIu3 HenOHUMaIOIIle HAKJIOHUIIA FOJIOBY, AJICef 2Ke IIPOCTO YIBIOHYICA:
— B camom pmese. MBI IpOCTO OpraHu3yeM Ballly IIOMOJIBKY C OGHUM U3 UMIIEPLEB.

— [I-momMonBKy?.. — 3anHynack JIu3, youBIEHHO paclaxHyB I'Jla3a.
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