— ...Ja-ma, s MOIIPOCUJ Y HUX IIPOIIEHHUE. ..
— A y ux popureneu?
— Toxe...

— 9%, raymelii 6parer; Merymu, modemy Thl BooOire u30un ux? M3-3a Tebs, 6emHol TéTe CaIyKo
IPHUIIIIOCH OTPABABIBATECS TEPe] KOOk !

— Hy npoctu... OHu camu Boo61rie-To nosne3nu. M 6un ux s He CHUJIBHO...

A 4TO cny4yunochk-T0? Huuero Takoro, IpocTo HEKOTOPhbIe CBEPCTHUKHU... HEMHOT'O 060p3€eH, Tak
CKa3aTh. B 0011eM, TONMONW HaKUHYJIUCh. S KOHEYHO IBITancs u3bexaTh KOHGIMKTOB, Be[Ib OHU Ke
[IeTH Majible, a s B3POCIIBIM 4eloBEK B Telle pebEHKa, HO... He MOTy4YUIOCh.

OpHOKJTaCCHUKY HacMeXaJllCh HaJ0 MHOM, U3-3a «XKEHCKOTro» uMeHH. [la-ga, uMs «Merymm»
xkeHckoe. [TpaBga, Moero otiia Tomku, 3TO COBCeM He BOJIHOBas0. OH IIPOCTO 3aX0TeNI Ha3BaTh MEHS
«BnarocnoBeHHeM», YTO ¥ 3HAYUIIO CJIOBO «MeryMu», KOTOpoe B XK€HCKOM pofe. BoT Tak u
BBIJTUJIOCH B TO, YTO MMS Y MEHS JKEHCKOe€... 10 CUX ITOP 00UIHO.

Hy Tax BOT, g pemus NpoUurHOprupoBaTh UX HaCMEIIKH, a Te MOAyMaJld 4To 5 TakK IMO0Ka3bIBalo CBOIO
«BecnoMoIHOCTh». Thdy, HeTu... [I03TOMy, OHU Jaxke He IyMaju OTCTaTh OT MeHs. [Ipumnoch
IIperofaTh UM YPOK... [Ip0 KOTOPHIM, OHM pacCKa3ajid CBOUM POJUTENSAM. A Te QJUPEKTOPY IIKOJHL...
TIOIIIJIO TTo€exXasio. XOTeNl BRI3BaTh MOUX POAUTENEN B LIIKOJTY, HO HE TYT-TO OBIsI0. MOM PONUTENH
MaBHO VIIUIM B 3aKaT, & 0Tell BooOIIe IToMep OT Toro «KosayHa», TO3TOMY IIPUIIJIOCH BEI3LIBATH HAIy
TETIO, cecTpy MaTepH, Canyko Oymurypo. Pogutenu octaBuin Hac ei, a TOTOM HCUe3/H. JIUib
TomXu pegKo mpuUXomuIT YTOOk ITPOBEPUTH KaK MEI, 1a UCYe3... ¥ HaBCerya.

KcraTi, mpo Toro uymaka. ToT «Tomko CaTopy» ToXe MCYe3, ¥ yKe Helelo He 06bsaBiscs. YTo ¢
HUM CTaJIO, S He 3HAIO.

— Jii, Merymu, He OTBIEKaUCH.

— A, ma? YTo THI TaM cIipallivBaa?

— I'me Tétst Canyko?

— Aaa, 0OHa 110 fieniaM yuia. [0BOPUT, HAKOHEL-TO Halll/la 0YePefHOTr0 MyXK4YKUHY CBOEU MEUTHL...
— A 9TOT KaKo# 10 CUETY yXKe?

— IIs9THIM, 3@ 9TOT TOf.

Hamra TéTst Oblyia TOM eII€ 3arynbluuiiei... Bcé HopoBuachk HaliTu cebe Myxka. MoJ, e€ cecTpa cebe
ye [IBa My2Ka HalllJla, 0T OHOTO BOOOIIle POMKIA, & APYTOM KpacaBYMKOM ¢ PeOEHKOM ObLy, a U
TeTeph, B 3aKarT yIIjia C TeEM «KpacaBUMKOM». B o0I11eM, oHa x0Tesa cebe TOUHO TaKOM XkKe poMaH.
BoT u rynsina ¢ MyX4YWHaMH...

K3-3a 9Toro, 60JIbIII0Ee KONMUYECTBO BpEMEeHH, MBI ObITu camu 110 cebe. Y 6emnsiru LlyMUKM IpPoOCTO He
OBLIIO TIOTOBOPUTD C KEM-TO KPOME MEHS, [la ¥ MOAPYKEK CBOUX U3 IIKOJHL. M TO, B OCHOBHOM OHA
ObLIa IoMa, I'TIe ecTh f.

ITa, oHa Obl/Ta MHE He PogHOM cecTpoi. CBOmHOM, TouHee. Kak s1 TOBOPHII, OTEI] BCTPETHUIICS C
MaTepnio LIyMUKH, yKe HOCS MSATUJIETHETO ChiHa ¢ co0oii. Ta XKe, B IPOTHBOBEC, Y2Ke pacTUlIa



IIIECTUIIETHIO N0Yb, YTO YYUIACh B HAYaIbHOM 1mIKoJie. IlyMuKY Ha TOf] CTApIlle MeHs... A ITOTOM,
OHU TI0XEHUHUCh. [Tocye aToro, LlyMuku cTama MHE CECTPOHM.

Y ocTtanach efMHCTBEHHOW POOHEN B 3TOM MUpe... Hy Kpome TETH. AX [ia, TaKXKe, €CIU TOT
6eJI0BOJIOCHIH OBII IIPaB, TO Y MEHS B POACTBEHHUKAX 1€kl Ki1aH... Ho OHUM He ObIIM MHE TaK POIHEBI
Kak Llymuku.

OHa eIUHCTBEHHAS B 3TOM MUpe, KTO Tak 3aboTmiack 060 MHe. [Taxke Togxu... paccMaTpuBasl MeHs
CKOpee Kak Belllb, HeXKeJu ChiH. UT0 GBII0 IIeYabHO.

HecMoTps Ha BCE, g ero He HeHaBupes. Tomxu OBUT TUIIH CJIOMJIEH, CJIOMaH MUPOM U cynb0ou. 1o
KpailHell Mepe, 5 TakK OyMalo... f BUMien ero B3TJIAA, BUAET IIpaMbl, KOTOpPHIE YKpaIlaiud ero Tejo.
Taxkoe, g He 3a6yny. OH GBI HACTOIBKO CIIOMJIEH, YTO BOILJIOUIAJ CaMy HeHaBUCTH Jitofei. Tak 37106HO
1 6e3[yIIHO CMOTPETh Ha MUP... MOT TOJIHKO OH. [ToXkKaiy#, OH OBIJT CAMBIM OJUHOKUM YEJIOBEKOM,
KOTOPOTO § Korfa nubo BcTpeyan. M B MpOIION XKU3HY, U B 3TOH.

Ho u mo6uTs ero, g He Mory. 5 MOMHIO MHOTOe... MOXHO CKa3aTb, BCE ¢ MoMeHTa nonaganus. U
MHOTHE Bellly, 51 X0Ten Ob110 3a0kITh. IToTOMy uTO B HUX Tomxku... yousan. Het, oH He cTan
6e3pacCymHBIM HACTOJIBKO, YTOOH yOUBAThH MPU COOCTBEHHBIM pebeéHKe. [IpocTo, OH BO3BpaIlaics
IIOMO¥ BeCh B KPOBH, SKUIIMPOBAHHBIA BO BCEOPYXKUY, a MHOTIA, Jaxke IIPUHOCUI JOMOH IIaKeT C
OTBPATUTENTbHHIM 3aIlaXOM. 3allaxoM KpPOBH...

Ox nyran. [Topo#, oueHs cunbHO myraj. CaMo ero IpuUCyTCTBUE... { HUKOra He MOT ero 3aMeTUTh 3a
CBOEY CIIMHOU. A MHOT[a, y Hero Ha Ijede, 1 4yBCTBOBAJ HEUTO...

IIa ¥ He OTHOCHJICSI OH KO MHe KaK K COOCTBeHHOMY 4Yafy. HeT, mpocTo uHTepecHast 3BepyIIkKa,
KOTOpast KUBET ¢ HUM. U BCE...

Ho mou Meicniu 06 oTIie, 060pBaj CTYK B OBEPD.
— Merymu, O0TKpoOelIb? — IOCBIIIAICS TOJI0OC CECTPBL U3 KyXHU.

KpuxkHnyB eii: «Xopolo», s mocreuun K aepu. HaBepHoe, onsiTe C3IyKO ¢ Pa30UTHIM CepaleM
BEpHYach... Ho BMeCcTo cBoeil TETH, Ha IIOPOTe Halllero fIoMa, 5 HallleJl TOr0 caMoro 6e10B0JI0COTo
«KonpyHa».

— Ho-0-0y, KaK mesna, Massim Merymu? He cockydmics mo MHe?
— BHL..

— Ia, s BepHysncs! U Teneps, T MOY 0QUIMANbHEIN YYeHUK! VX, 3Haellb Ji, KaK 3amnapHo
BBITIOJIHSITE BCIO 9Ty OyMaXHYI0 BOJIOKHUTY... OTO, THl XKUBEIIb TYT, a? HeMHOr0o HyITHOE MECTEUKO.

— CTOHTE, BH yKe CTaJId MOU YYUTEIeM?
— Hy ga... A yemy OB MHe UM He OBITH?

— IIpocTo, BEL XKe C LeNIbIM KJIaHOM NOT0BapUBaINCh, HEYKeJU Bbl TaK OBICTPO pPa3pelluIu Bce
CIIOPHI?

— Ara... Korfia THI CTaHeIb TAaKUM XK€ KakK s, TO TaKKe Bely OyIyT MyCTsSKaMu. Bcsi COMb UL B
6ymarax... O yxkac, s IyMas 4To CKOpee OT CTapOCTH IIOMPY, YeM yCIIet0 3aKOHYHUTh C
«OIOpOKpaTHel», — BBIILIIOHYJ OH 9TO CJI0BO. — Temeps s 3Haio YTO O0JIbllle HEHAaBHAKY YeM TBOH



KJaH... bropokpaTuio!
— W 4gT0 Temepn?

— Temneps, maneiir Merymu, Tel Mol yueHuk! U g 6yny Te0s1 yuuts... Ho ciepBa, — ornsimen Moé
MeCTO XKUTEeJIbCTBO CaTopy, — KaK Thl MOXKeIb XKUTh B HACTOJIBKO YHEIIIOM MecTe? Heroxe moemy
YYEHUKY XKUTb TYT... [laBaii-Ka, 1 TeOe IIOMOTYy B 3TOM.

— Manwim?! - He Ha IIYTKY PACCePOUICA g, HO ITOTOM ITOHAII YTO OH XO04YeT MEHI BEICEIIUTh. — Brl
XOTHUTE BHICETIUTH MEHS?

— He-a... Te gero? §1, Kak OTBETCTBEHHBIH YUUTENIb, X0UY IIOMOYb CBOEMY Y4eHUKY. Bcero-To,
IIOMOT'Y KyIIUTh HOBOE XKUJIbE.

— Y Bac-To HEeHBI'W Ha 3TO eCTh? B 3TOM I COMHEBAIOCh...
— O pmenbprax He 0Oecrokoiics. [la 1 00 MHOTOM, Teleph MOXKeIh He OeCIIOKOUTCS.

OH Tak 3abotuTcs 060 MHe... B HEM, 51 He BUXKY HU KallJiu HefloOpoxkenaTenbHOCTH. OH TOBOPHUIT
VCKpEHHe, IeUCTBUTE/IbHO XKelasd moMoys. [Touemy?

— 3auem BaM 9T0? Hy 3T0 BCE? Moii oTell Befib X0TeJ yOUTH Bac...

— 9%, Merymu, 651710 OBI BCE TaK IIPOCTO... & He 3/110Ch Ha TBOETO OTIIA, Ia ¥ Ha Te0si, MHe IIPOCTO
He3ayeM 37uTcs. K ToMy e, KTo OBl He XOTeJl B3pacTUTh TaKOM TajlaHT Kak Th? Emlé u o6momath
3eHUHOB, 00y4uB Te0S, XOUETCST 0UEHb CUIIBHO. TaK YTO, MabIIl MerymMmu, MO HaMEPEHHUS B TBOEM
00y4eHUU YUCTHI, He OOMCH...

— Ou, Merymu, 9T0 TETS BEPHYIAch? — CIIPOCUIIA, BHITIISHYB U3 KyxHu, Llymuku. Ho 3amepra,
YBUEB B IBEPHOM ITPOEME GEJI0BOTIOCOTO MYKUYHUHY.

— Ox, pag BcTpeue! — XKU3HEPALOCTHO IPOTroBopunl CaTopy, BHUMATEIbHO 0CMOTPEB e€. — Tak 9To u
€CTb TBOS cecTpa, Merymu? Kakas Mumamika...

— K10 3710? — C no6onsITCTBOM cipocuna LlyMuku.
— OH... — 4TO Xe el oTBeTUTH? He Mory xe -

— 4 ero yuutens! — nepebuB MeHsi, MUTOM O0TBeTHJ CaTtopy. — Paji 3HaKOMCTBY, cecTpa Merymu.
Mens 30ByT CaTOpy... — IPOTSHYB i PYKY, CKa3ajl CBOE UMs 0el0BOIOCHH. — Takas Mumamka Kak
TBI, MOXXET Ha3blBaTh MEHS 10 UMEHH.

— Oro... A mens 30ByT Llymuku! Bel TOke MOKeTe Ha3blBaTh MEeHS 10 UMeHU! Brl IpaBha y4uTesb
Merymu? — moxas ero OrpoOMHY0 PyKY, OTBETHJIa MOSI CECTpa.

— KoHeuHo... 3a 3TUM-TO, 5 CI0fa U MPUIIE].

— BrlI npuminu ciofga 4To0H €Tr0 0TPyraTh?

— Otpyratb? — yauBuics 6e10BOIOCHIH.

— Hy ga... OH Xe B IIKOJIe OJHOKJTACCHUKOB U30HUJI!

— 9H, g ux maxe He Oun 0c060... M 3auem 00 3TOM TaK T'POMKO I'OBOPUTH?



— 3x... [I;moxo#, o4eHb MJIOX0M, Makll MerymMu, — IokKadaB rOJI0OBOM, «pa304apoBaliCs» MyXK4HuHa.
— Ia, 51 mpuiIen coga 4ToOk ¢ HUM IIOTOBOPUTH. MOXKHO s YKpagay TBoero 6paTiia Ha HEKOTOpoe
BpeMs? BepHy depes 2-3 4yaca, XOpouo?

— Koneuno, gansa Catopy! — 3akuBana Llymuku.

— Kakas xopouas... bepu y Hee npumep, Merymu, — nomaxaB ei Ha IIPOIIaHKe, TTOBEPHYJICI KO MHe
KOJIOyH. — XOTA... JTy4llle He CTOUT. Byab cunbHbIM. CUIBHBIM HAaCTOJIBKO, YTOOBI €€ 3alIUTUTh.
[Tonsn, Merymu?

— Ilousn... Bl 3ametunu?

— Ara. Y Heé 0oBOJIBHO MaJio IPOKIISATOM 9Hepruu. OHa OObIYHEIM YenoBeK. M 9T0 03HAYaeT, YTO THI
[IOJIXKEH e€ 3alllUTUTh, — C CEPhE3HEIM TOHOM IporoBopun CaTtopy. Ero rony0Orsie riasa, KOTOpLE
ObLIM e[Ba BUOHEI U3 TEMHEUIITNX 0YKOB, HaYaJld CBEPJIUTL MEHS B3TJISOM.

— 4 3amuy e€, — yBepeHHO ITPOroBOPUI 51, 6eCCTpAIIHO IOTTIAeB B yapyomue ria3a KongyHa.

— Momnogemn. Xopouu#t HacTpou. Hy uTo ke, Merymu. ITopa 651 Tebe ITO3HAKOMHUTCS C MaTrM4eCKUM
MHUPOM.

— V¥ Bac TyT nenoe coobuiecTBo Maros? [Ipsimo Kak B ['appu IToTTepe?

— [Nbdd... Yutan g aTy KHUKKY. He-a, Mansimn Merymu, y Hac Bcé coBceM 1o apyromy. CerogHs, s
UL ToKaxy Tebe Ham Marudeckuit TexuukyMm. TouHee, CETOIHS TH IIOCETUIIL TOKUICKYIO
Cronuunyto Texuuyeckyiw IlIkomy Maruu! — ¢ 3HTy31a3MOM IIPOroBOpuiI 6e10BoI0CkHH. — Hyyyy?
He TepnuTcs yBUOETh HACTOAIIYIO WIKOJy Maruu?

— Ecmu Tam Y4YuUTENA KaK BB, TO HE O4YEHb...

— Oii, ma He Oynb 3aHymo# Merymu, — I0OJI0KKB MHE PYKY Ha IIJIe4Y0, pa3BEJl CBOM PYKU MYyXKYWHA, —
IIPOCTO IIPEICTaBh, TaM ThHI Oymels yunutcst Mmaruu! CaMou HacTosimel, BonmeOHo Maruu! KpyTo
Bemb, ma’?

— Hy... pa...

— Cornacuncs HakoHen! JlagHo yx, uném 6uicTpeit! He x0uy BOTHOBaTh TBOIO CECTPY, BEPHYB Te0s
CJIMILIKOM IIO3THO.

Briiigg Ha ynuny, Hac OXupgall... TAKCU?

— Hy 181 wero, Merymu? ITomymaers, Takcu! YToOb 3a HaMU BOTUTENIST KOJIAYHA IIPHUCIATh, B JIIOOSAX
HEeXBaTKa, MMPOKJISITHAS B ITOCIeqHEee BpeMs COBCceM pa30ylieBaauch. A s caM BOOUTH He yMelo... Ha
nBope ke 21-Bek! Takcu ymoOHBIH, a TIIaBHOE OEIIeBhIM TPAHCIOPT!

— Cepresno? Brl Benb KonayHE! Y Bac HOpMasbHO IPUE3XKaTh B IIIKOJTy Maruy Ha TakCu?!

— Bcero pa3ok mpuexaTh C TaKCH, HIKOMY He IIOMeIlaeT... []la He KYKCUCh Thl TaK. Pa3 Tak X0Yellrs,
IeUIKOM TokeM! — yOequBIIMCH B MOl 3aMOjT4aBIlei, HO BCE paBHO HEOBOILHOM MOpPJE,
«KOJITYH» ITPOMIOJIKUJI, — BOT TaK OBl cpa3y... B 4ém npobnema-Tto? IlogyMaelis, TaKCH. ..

Mos4a ceB B MalllMHy BMeCTe C 6eJI0BOJIOCHIM, ST Hadajl CMOTPETh B OKHO. [ToKa MO¥M y4UTEh TOBOPUII
KyZa €3UTh TaKCUCTY.



CHYCTH nomn4yaca, TOKHO HaKOHeIl, OTHAINUICSA, a HaM MoKa3alcs IIpUroponm. A CIIYyCTA HEKOTOPOE
BpeMs, MBI OTOAJIUIIACE W OT IIPHUTOPOO4d, OKAa3daBIINCE HA HOBOJIBHO KpaCHBOﬁ MECTHOCTH. JlepeBb;{ u
XOJIMBI Ha4aJIM OKPY2ZKaTh HaC, a ITIOTOM, MBI OCTaHOBUJIUCE IIEPEN OTUHHIONIEH JIECTHUIIEH, Benymeﬁ
KyOa-TO BBEDX.

— Bort 1 Hama ocTaHOBKa, Maiblll Merymu. Moxelllb BEIXOAUTh, — IIPOroBopuil CaTopy, mocjie Toro
KaK pacIjaTuics ¢ TakCucToM. — OX, Hy U XJIONOT MBI BaM IIpUHECTH, fa? VI3BUHUTE yXK HAC, 4YTO
IIPULITIOCH B TAaKYIO IJIyIIb €3[UTE.

— Hwuyero cTpalHoro, MHe U He B TaKMe MeCTa IPUXOOUIIOCh e3IUTh. YIayd BaM, XOPOIIero gHs! —
IIOIIPOIIAICsS TAKCUCT, OCTAaBUB MeHS C 6€JI0BOJIOCHIM HaeouHe.

[ToToM, MBI Ha4asy TOMHUMATHCS 110 OTPOMHOM JleCTHUIlEe. HUKOTma HacTONbKO JIUHHYIO JIECTHUITY
He BU[EJI, HO...

[Tocrne TOro Kak MBI HAKOHEI[ IOJHSIUCE, TIePeio MHOM IOSIBHIIOCH 0O0JIBIII0e KOTHYECTBa 3TaHUM B
SITIOHCKOM CTHJIe. B IeHTpe, HaXOOuICS OTPOMHEHIINYN XpaM, UyTh I00asTb ObIT BUOEH CTAgUuOH
IIOCTPOEHHBI B COBPEMEHHOM BUJIE U 0OJbIIyIas... 00bHUIIA.

Bcé 3T0 OBIJI0 OKPYKEHO HACTOSIIUM TTeH3aXKeM: BeIMUeCTBEHHbIE IEPEBbS IOTHOCThIO 3aKPHIBAIIU
TEPPUTOPUIO OT HefoOpoxKenaTesnel. Braneke ciblancs 3BYK pyderka, a CBET COJIHIA
TIIepeKpalIiBa BCIO 9Ty KPacoTy B 30JI0THIE 1IBETA.

— Hy uto xe, Merymu. [Jo6po moxanoBath B O011ecTBO Maruu. Mul mpuiiay B TOKAUCKYIO
Cronmuunyto Texuuueckyio [lIkony Maruu! Hy kak... B3bynopaxuBaet?

— Ia...

Kpacuso.
BruManue! 3TOT mepeBon, BO3MOXKHO, eIé He TOTOB.
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