B oTmenbHOM yTONKe jleca OrpOMHBINM 3Mel Ipulles B 0e1IeHCTBO, IIPOI0I3asi MHOTHE KUIOMETPH
BIIEpe[ ¥ YHAYTOXKAas BCe Ha CBOEM IyTHU. BHe3amHo Ha ero IMyTH OKa3aJIiCh D-IeqHSd OeBOoYKa U 7-
JIeTHUYM MaJIb4yHK.

He coBnafaB co CBOeit sspoCThI0, 3Mel Hamasl Ha HuX. OH OB B METP TOJIIUHON U AJIMHOM B JECATKH,
a TO U COTHU MeTpoB. HecMOTps Ha CBOU pa3Mepsl, OBUTAJICS OH 04eHb OBICTPO, IIPEe00sieBasi MHOTHE
KWJIOMETPEH! 32 CEKyHTY.

Manp4uuK MOOBITAICS 3alUTUTh OEBOYKY, BCTAB IIepe[ Hel, HO OBLIT GLICTpO 0T6p0U.IeH XBOCTOM 3ME€H,
B TO BpeM, KakK I'0JIOBa 3MEHN HallpaBHJIACh K JE€BOYKE. IleBOYKa He MaHMWKOBANA, BCTpeYad aTaKy,
XKeJallyio IIPOTII0OTUTDh eé, u aTaKysd B OTBET.

3mett 6611 0K0J10 80-90 ypoBHeH, a KpucTuHa, U3-3a orpaHU4YeHUs, UMejla MaHy IPUMEPHO Ha TOM XKe
ypoBHe. Tak 4To ux 00ii IPOAOJIKAJCS B TEYeHUN HECKOIBKUX YacCOB.

[Toka OHM CcpaxKkajuch, JIyKac, momy4uB He ciiabble TPABMEI OT TOT'O yapa XBOCTOM, MEJIEHHO
BOCCTaHAaBJIUBAJICS, HabJIonas 3a uX 60eM.

3Mel yKe HeMHOTO IIpHIlel B ce6si, CO CTpaxoM U 060IEITCTBOM Habsofas 3a 5-IeTHEN NeBOYKOH,
HAHOCAIIEe! CIeqyolmMi yaap. 3aTeM OH BCIIOMHUII 0 HeflaBHel mpockbe KoponeBrl 3Bepeli TOBOPUTH
el 0 MECTOIOJIOKEHUHY NEBOYKY C GUOJIETOBEIMU TJIa3aMH ¥ BOJIOCAMM, TOHUMAs, YTO BIISITIAJICS T10
caMmble He X04y.

I[Tocye TOTo, KaK IPOIILI0O HECKOIBKO YacoB, IeBOYKa, U3-3a CBOEM HU3KOM BRHIHOCIIUBOCTH, ORICTPO
yCTana, a 3MeH, IIPOMAs Yepe3 HeCKOJIbKO O0€eB, UAYIINX OOUH 3a APYTUM, Takke OB HE B
COCTOSIHUY TIPOMOIKATh.

K HacTosImeMy BpeMeHU Ha TeJle IeBOYKH OBIJI0 HECKOJIBKO HEeTJTyOOKHUX PaH, MOJTyYeHHBIX OT
IIOYEeMY-TO OCTPHIX YeIllyeK 3MeH, a 3MeH, IIyCTh BHEIITHEe U BHITJISAEN Tak, CJIOBHO C HUM BCE B
TIOpSIOKe, BCE ero BHYTPEHHOCTH OBUIM ITPeBpallleHbl B Kallly 13-3a YIapoB JeBOYKU. YIUBIIISACH €€
CHJIe B TAKOM I0OHOM BO3pacTe, OH OCMOTpeIl eé 0ojee BHUMATEIbHO. [IeBOYKa TaKXKe Havasa
CMOTPETh Ha Hero. Yepe3 HEKOTOPOe BPeMsi, 3aMETHUB TEKYIIYIO U3 ero MacTH KPoBb, €€ Iia3a
3aCBETUJIMCH CBETOM O30PHOM HUOEH.

Ob6a YXKe OBIJIM U3MOTAHHI, IIO3TOMY I'JiAOs APYT OPYTY B I'lla3ad, OHKX JOT'OBOPHUIIUCE O IMOCIIeJHEM N
3aKIIIOYUTEJIbHOM yaoape.

3Mel HapaBUJI B €€ CTOPOHY XBOCT, 3aKPHIBIIKM €€ I10Jie 3peHUs. YBEPHYBIIKUCH, OHA 3aMeTHIIa, 4YTO
roJIoBa 3MeU HallpaBUJIach K Hefaneko nexaneMy Jlykacy. JIykac X0Te IOAHATECS U YBEPHYTHCS,
HO ¥3-3a TpaBM U 00IM y HETO He MOJIy4Ynsiock. II0TepsiB HaleXKy Ha BEIKKBaHUE, OH CIIOKOMHO
Ha0onan 3a MeJIeHHO NTpuOIuKaoIecs rojoBoy 3Mer. Ho BHe3amHO IPsIMO Iepen HUM
TIOSIBUJICSL (PUOTIETOBBIM CUITY3T, 3a0I0KMPOBABIIINI aTaky.

H3-3a TOro, 4To aTaka 1 G6JI0KMPOBKA ITPOU3BOIUIIUCE TEMH, KTO OB Ha 6071ee BRICOKHUX YPOBHSX,
Jlykaca oT6pocuio B CTOpoHY. OH CMOT OCTAaHOBUTCS JIMIIL Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO METPOB.
OCTaHOBUBIIIKCE, OH TOCMOTPEJ Ha TO MECTO, e cTosiyia KpuctrHa. OHa OCTAHOBHIIA aTAKy 3MeEH,
UCITIO/Ib3YSI CBOIO PYKY.

3Mein B3T'JIAHYII Ha KpI/ICTI/IHy, He IIOHKMasi, II04YeMY B 3TOT Pa3 OH CMOT IIPOKYCHUThH eeé KOXY, XO0TA
PaHbBIIEe Y HETO 3TO HE IIOJIy4aJIOCh. BSFHSIHYB Ha MeCTO YKYCa, OH TYT XK€ OTIIPDBITHYJI Ha3ad[, HE BePA
CBOHUM TI'Jla3aM.

KpI/ICTI/IHa IIPpUIIOOHSATIA TOJIOBY U IIOCMOTPEJIa Ha 3Med, IIOKAa3bIBad CTPAHHYIO yan6Ky.



3Men Havyas MaHuKoBaTh. OH 3aK/IIOUMI C HE KOHTPAKT, HO B TOXKE BpPEMS, OTPaBUJI CBOUM CUIbHBIM
ssmoM. [ToKa OH IIBITAJICS IPUAYMAaTh, YTO €MY [Ie/IaTh, IOMBITAThCS CIIACTH €€ OT siga Ui cOexaThb
IofiajIbllle, He JKejlasi CMOTPETh Ha CMEPTH €Ill€ OMHOT0 X0351Ha, Ha HEro HalmaJjla yYCTaJloCThb U C
MeICcTISIMU: "Kak BooO1ie TaKoe MOTJI0O TPOU30UTHU?", OH PYXHYJ Ha 3eMITIO.

KpucTtuna npocTosia mapy CeKyHf, a 3aTeM IIOHSIB, YTO UMEHHO OIIyIlaeT, TyT Xe npu3Bajia HauTa,
roBops eMy: «3amuiai MeHs. He BonHyi#ics, s1 OyOy B OPSgKe»

Ha¥T 4T0-TO PHIKHYJI B OTBET U 3TOT PHIK SBHO OBUI HEIOBOJILCTBOM U HEOOJIBINIOM YyTPO30H.
JlexkaBineMy Hemofaneky JIykacy BAPYT IIOKa3anoch, YTO OH €€ pyrarl.

KpucrtrHa yneiOHyIach, magas Ha 3eMJII0 ¥ TEPSsi CO3HAHUE.

Myx4uHa, CTOSABIIUYI B CTOPOHE, He 3HaJI, YTO eMy [eJlaTh U 4TO JIy4llle IpednpuHaTs. C ogHOU
CTOPOHEI, y HE€ BCe OOJIKHO OBITh 10T KOHTPOJIEM, HO C IPYTOM... KAK He IOCMOTPH, HO 3[IeCh U He
IIaxHeT KOHTPOJIEM.

Jlykac o1enoMneHHO Habioasn 3a TeM, Kak 3Mel yCTaJio ynaj Ha 3eMJII0, a 3aTeM 3a TeM, Kak U3
HEOTKyZa [T0SIBUJICS. YEPHEIY BOJIK, a TaKXe TeM, Kak KpuctrHa Takxe ynana Ha 3eMiio. [Toka o
IyMarl, 4To JieaTh, BOJIK mopoien K Kpuctune. Y Jlykaca He OblJIO BpeMeHU Ha TO, YTOOBI AyMaTh O
npoucxonsieM unu 6onu B Tene. OH IPOCTO BCTasl ¥ obexkan B cTopoHy Halita.

HaiiTy Gb110 JIeHB Pa30UPaThCS C HUM, IIO3TOMY OH ITPOCTO OTKUHYJI €70 KyZa Mofasblile, TPOAoKas
UMITH B CTOPOHY KPUCTHHEI U 7103Kach PSAOOM C Heit. OH IPUKPHLT I'/Ta3a, CJIOBHO CIajl.

Jlykac MennieHHO BcTasl. [0 Ha exalero psagoM ¢ KpucTuHoU BOJIKOM, OH BOPYT IOAYMaJll O TOM,
YTO OH MOT 3amuiiath e€. OH peln MOoMbITaThCS COelaTh IIar B ero CTOPOHY. BoOJK cpa3y Xe
OTKPBLI I'/1a3a, yrpoxarollle I'IAAs B ero CTOPoHY. JIyKac TyT XkKe oTolles Ha3af. BolK CHOBa MIPUKPHLIT
TJIasa.

Jlykac, crnerka nokone6aBuuck, cnpocun CuHb: «TH CMOXKeIb TO0eIUTh €T0?»
«HeT»

Jlykac B3rnsgHyn Ha Kpuctuny. OH BOpyT Koe-uTo npuayMan: «CuHb, eCJU S CKaxXy 4TO-HUOYyab, OH
MEHS IIOUMeT?»

«CKOpee BCcero»

«9M», - IBITASICh IPUAYMaTh, Kak OBl K HEMYy 00paTUThLCS, OH He CMOT NIPUAyMaTh HAYETro JIyy4llle,
yeM: «9M.. Muctep Bonk...»

HaiiT npunogHsi rosioBy, He cpa3y MOHSB, YTO OH oOpalancs KMeHHO K HeMy.
JIykac npopmomKuil: «Bel e€ 3ammuiaere?»
HaiiT, crnerka nokosne6aBIuch, KUBHYIL.

Jlykac ctan 6onee paccnabrieH, yeM paHblle. HeMHOTo mmofiyMaB ¥ JOCTaBast KOe-4TO U3 CYMKH, OH
IPOTOBOPHUIT: «ByeT II0X0, eCIIA OHA MPOCTYAUTCS IIOCJIE TOTO, KaK IOJIeXKUT Ha 3emne. E€ myuime
TI0JIOKUTH Ha YTO-HUOYIb»

Bonk, B3risiHyB Ha KpucTuHy, cierka KMBHYJI, a 3aTeM MOTHSJICS U [OAoIIeN K KpucTune, mogHOCS
CBOM OCTpHIe 3yOH K €€ Iiee.



HYKaC OIIEJIOMJIEHHO 3aMepD, HEe OXKHad, YTO €ro CJIOBa IIPHUBEOYT K TAKOMY.

Ho 3aTeM oH 3aMeTuJ, YTO BOJIK, B35IB €€ 3a IIKUPKY, IPUIIOTHSN €€. B3risHyB Ha 3aCTHIBILIETO
Jlykaca, OH mpeayInpexaanile PHIKHYJ, CIOBHO roBopui ‘TloToponucs!’.

HYKBC omoMumics. OH, n3penkKa MmoriadaabiBad B CTOPOHY BOJIKA, IOAOIIE]I K HEMY U, ITOJIOZKHUB
IIOKPEIBAJIO Ha 3€MIJII0, OTOIIE]I OﬁpaTHO Ha CBO€ MeCTO.

Ha#tt mennenHo onyctun KpucTHHY Ha MMOKPHIBAIO, CIIOKOMHO OTXOMs Ha IO METPa U JI03Kach,
IIPUKPHIB T'71a3a.

HpOH.U'IO HECKOJIBKO 9aCOB.

.HYKaC IIPOroyogajicd, IIO3TOMY y2K€ JaBHO KdK CXOOHUII B FHY6I: JieCa, IpHHECs MEePTBOI'0 KPOJIMKa 1
Ha4YWHasd KAaPUTh €TI0 Ha KOCTPE. Harit €My He MeIllaJl, II03BOJIAA eMy OejIaTh BCE, YTO OH TOJIBKO
XO0TelJl, IIOKa TOT He IIOOXOOHUJI K KpI/ICTI/IHe.

Korga mMsico YXKe OBIIIO IIPAaKTHN4YE€CKH I'OTOBO, J'IyKac " BOJIK 3aMETHUIJIN IBUXKEHHNE OT HEJAJIEKO
Jiexarlnero 3Mes. BoJyik BcTan B 3AIMUTHYIO CTOI;IKY, d .HYKaC Ha4dall JPpO0ZKaThb.

Yepes HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi OTPOMHAs I'0JI0Ba 3MeH IMPHUIIOAHIIAChk. 3Mell HEKOTOPOe BPpeMsi IPUXOMINII B
ce0st, OCMBIC/IMBAS BCE TO, YTO ITPOU3OIIIIO C HUM [I0 TOTO, KaK IOTePsJI CO3HaHKWe. BCIIOMHUB 1IPO TO,
KaK OH, CaM TOT0 He 3aMeTHB, 3aKJIIOYUIT KOHTPAKT, 3MeH ITOYYBCTBOBAJI Ce0ST MIauyIIiM.

OCMOTpEBIINCH, OH 3aMETHJI, YTO PSIAOM C €r0 HOBOU XO3IUKOM, CTOSI/I YePHBIN BOJIK. [Togymas, 4TO
TOT XO4YeT aTaKOBaTh €€, OH Hallal Ha BoJjika. Ho BOJIK, He laB eMy 9TO CHenaTh, Ipophyat: 'f Toxe
€€ KOHTPaKTHBIM 3Bephb. OHa Ipu3Bajia MeHs OIS 3aluTh’

3Men ocTaHOBUIICS. B3rnsanyB Ha KpUCTHHY, OH 3aMeTHJI, YTO OHA JiexKasla Ha IIOKpHIBajle, a PSIgoM C
Helt ObIT He0OOJIBIIIOM KyCOUeK 3eMJIH C TIOMSITOM TpaBoi. TaM SIBHO KTO-TO JIexKall.

’Kak Tak IOIy4YuIIOCh, UTO y HEE HECKOJIbKO KOHTPAKTHEIX 3Bepei? [la 1 1 COBCeM HelaBHO MOTePSIT
CBOEro xo3sguHa. 7 60bllle He MOTY 3aK/II04aTh KOHTPAKTOB, TaK KaK OHa CMOI'JIa 3aK/II0YUTh €T0 CO
MHO#?’

'He 3Halo, MHe ¥ CaMOMYy UHTEPECHO'

HeMmHoro nogymas, 3Meii IpeBpaTuiicad B MajieHbKy0 30CcM 3MelKy, KoTopad 3amnon3iia Kpuctuse Ha
JKUBOT.

BoJk mocMoTpest Ha Opoxallero oT ctpaxa JIykaca, a 3aTeM KMBHYII eMy, Co00Iiasi, 4To BCe B
IIOPSIIKe.

JIyKac ellé [oiro He MOT IPUMTHU B cebs, a Korga eMy Bce Xke yIanoch, MSICO CTOperio,
IIPEBPATUBIINCE B YTONIbKU. EMy 00JIbIlle HUYEro He 0CTanioch, KpoMe KakK IMOUTHU U CJIOBUTH eIle
OIHOTO KPOJIHKA.

IToka oH 6eCcIIOKOHJICS O CBOeH efe, 3Mel 1 HaiT 6onTaiu.
'C Helt ke Bce OygeT xopoio? ’
'Ilepen TeM, Kak IIOTEPATh CO3HAHME, OHA CKa3ala, 9YTO BCE B IOPSIOKe’

"’Kak ThI MOXelTb OBITh YBepeH? Mo 57 0OUeHb CUJIEH’



"Tel €€ mpocTo mI0X0 3Haewurb. OHa He OyeT PUCKOBATh, He UMes MiaHa. Eciu oHa mo3Bosmia tebe
YKYCUTb Cce0s1, 3HaUUT y He€ ObLI c11ocob 60pOThCS C TO0oM’

"THl e TaK BEepUILL?’
"He T0, 4TOOHI BEPIO, IPOCTO 3HAI0, UTO OHa He OyJeT prCKOBaTh, He UMes IjlaHa’

Jlykac, ToTOBUBIINH cebe MOECTh ¥ CMOTPAIINY Ha OONTAIOIIKX 3Bepeli, HelaBHO OLIBUIMMU BparaMy,
cupocun Cusb: «IlogeMy BOJIK U 3Mell CIIOKOMHO 00JITal0T APYT ¢ ApyroM? ToT 3Mell e€ 4yTh He yOus,
YTO 3HQYUT, YTO OHU JOJIXKHEI OBITH Bparamu. Ho OHUM cOBCEM He IOX0XKY Ha Bparos»

«OHa 3aKI04nIa KOHTPAKT CO 3MEEM»

«KonTpakT? Pa3Be KTO-TO MOXKET 3aK/II0UUTh HECKOJIPKO KOHTPAKTOB? Kak Tak MOIy4YusIoCh, UYTO OHA
3aKJTI0YU/Ia KOHTPAKTEL C ABYMS 3BEPSIMU ?»

«He TonmbKO OByMs. Y HEE yKe KaK MUHUMYM TPU 3BEPSI»
«Tpu? Ilouemy Tpu?»

«Kopornesa 3Bepen, OHa Xe MOSI MaTh, HEJaBHO IIpomaja. Tak 4To s gyMalo, 4YTO OHa BCe XKe
3acTaBuia €€ 3aKIIYUTh C Hel KOHTPAKT»

Jlykac Hayas o0fyMEIBaTh OJTy4eHHYI0 HH(POPMALIHIO.
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