CTOsI 371eCh, I IOHAMAI0, YTO MOM ITOCTYIIOK B OTHOIIEHUH ITPOJAKHEIX KOIIOB, BO3MOXKHO, ORI
HEMHOTO 9KCTPEMaJIbHEIM, HO MHE TPYIHO IOHSATh, TOYeMy MOM MMIyJIbCHBHEIE IeHCTBUS TaK SPKO
BBIPAXKEHBEI. MOXKET, 9TO HeXBaTKa co0eceqHuKa?

4 cMyTHO IPUIIOMUHAIO [Tapy XOPOIIUX APY3€eH U3 MPOIUION KU3HH, C KOTOPHIMU S MOT IIOTOBOPUTb.
9T0 OBLIM XOPOIINEe BpeMeHa, TI03TOMY XOOUTh Ha Pab0Ty KaXXIbY OeHb, YTOOHI Ie/laTh OOHO U TO XKe
CHOBA U CHOBAa, Ka3aJI0Ch ropa3fo NpuBJIeKaTeIbHee.

A ceitgac g CTOI0 3[0eCh C MEYOM Yy mieu U IByMdA CHafIHepaMI/I, KOTOPEIE TENIATCA MHE B I'OJIOBY U
TPynb, CyOs II0 TOYKAM B 3THX MECTaX.

Pa'c anp ['yn, 4eii ronoc HamoMuHAaET MHE T0I0C U3 urp cepuu Arkham, CMOTPUT IPSIMO Ha MEHS.
Hamu B3rnsifbl CTaIKUBAITCA B 3pUTEIBHOM MTOEIUHKE, ITOKA S OepXKy ero fJo4b 3a IIel0, a Med
yCTpeMJIeH el B OPI0Xo0.

['nsns Ha IPOYMX HUH[3S, S Cpa3y e pellus, Kakoii mabioH UCII0Ib30BaTh AJIS TPETHETO U,
accuMunupoBaB Anekca Mepcepa, I0YyBCTBOBAJl BHYTPEHHNE U3MEHEHUS B CBOEU CYIIHOCTHU: g
HavaJl OLyIIaTh KaXkKAyI0 4acCTh CBOErO TeJla, KakK BUPYC YEPHOTO CBETA IBITAeTCS IOTJIOTUTH MO
pas3yM ¥ AyIly, HO C TIOMOIIbI0 CBOEH 3CCEHIUU S OTOMBAIO €TO.

4 He Anekc Mepcep uny, B €ro ciydae, He BOIUIOIIEHUE BUPYyCa, CTaBIlee YeJI0BEKOM; 5 - HEYTO
Oosbiee. My MONBITAIOCh CTATh YEM-TO OOJIBIIHM.

OTOT MPOIIECC IIUICS eBa I Mapy CeKYH[, HO MHE IT0Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO MPOIIJI0 HECKOJILKO JHEeH, MoKa
JKKEHHMe BHYTPH MEHS YTUXaJIo, U S CKa3am: "ITO 3aBUCUT OT TOTO, YTO BHI IIPEAJIOKUTE. MOXKeT 5 U
MOJIOM, HO He TyyTl. Thl 6bI MOT YOUTHL MEHSI, KOTHa 3aX0TeJl, HO THI XKfas. ITo Obllla CBOEr0 pofia
IIPOBEPKa UK MCIBITAHKWE, HO MJIS Yero - OCTaBIIsI0 Ha BaIll BEIOOD."

['ma3a MyK4MHBI OCTaBaJIUCh CIIOKOWHBIMY, KOTla OH OTBETUJL: "ITO 0YeHb CaMOHafeIHHOe
3asiBJIeHME, TaK KaK Mbl MOTJIY IIPOCTO IIBITATHCS 3aCTaBUTh 3aMO/T4aTh CBUAETENIS, BEIb
eIUHCTBEHHOE, YEeT0 MBI He XOTHM, - 9TO CIIOKOMHOT0 ['0TaMa. ['psayInas BoiHa MexXny 6aHmaMu
['oTaMa 13-3a 3aK/II0YEHUS KJIOYHA B TIOPbMY IPEOOCTABUT OTINYHYIO0 BO3MOXKHOCTh, HO YTO K€ HaM
Tereph fenaThb ¢ To00H?"

Tanmust Bce 3TO BpeMsi CMOTPeTia Ha MeHS, a S MPOomoxkuil: "Tak 3To 4To, KakKas-To hopMma
M3eBaTeIbCTBA [ Balux HUHA34? Het, Thl Habmogana 3a MHOM. f yyBcTBOBas 3T0. Ho 5
IIPENIOJIOKUII, 4TO 3TO0 baTMeH, a He Thl. [1059TOMYy, €Cu TOCTaBUTH BOIIPOC UHAYE, YTO BHI
cobupaeTech ienaTh Janbiie?"

[TpoTuBOCTOSIHUE TIPOHOIKAETCs, a Tanus Bce rinybxke mMorpyxkaet je3pue. KpoBb HaYMHAET KaraTh C
MO€H IIIeH, a OCTaJIbHble HUH/35 [IOCTal0T CBOM KaTaHbl ¥ HAIIPABIISIOT UX Ha MEHS.

KT0-TO mOMI2KeH GBI YCTYNUTh, TOCKOJIBKY 5 TIPe/Iosiara, YTo Moulieiickas MalIiHa, Bhe3Kalas
B ['oTaM-B3li, cKopo npuBnedeT K cebe BHUMaHNE U, PELIUB IIOKOHYUTD C 3TUM, 51 OTBEJI MeY U



OTIIyCTHUII Tanuio, Iocae 4ero oHa OTIIPBITHYJIAa Ha3a[, 4 OCTaJIbHbI€ HUHO3A y6pan1/1 CBOHU KJIMHKHU B
HOZKHEI.

"¢l 3Has, 4TO TH MOMMeIIb, YTO K YeMy. Ho Temephb APyrox BOIPOC: TH YOI IBYX BEIJAIOLIUXCS
miopel ['oTama, 1 BaTMeH 3ax0o4eT 3acaguTh TeOs 3a pelIeTKy, HEeCMOTPS Ha TO YTO 3TO Oblyia
camoobopoHa. Ho s npepnaraio Tebe anbTepHaTUBY, I0HLIM PokByq. [Tpucoenunsiics k Jlure Teneu u
IIOMOT'Y HaM CIIaCTH MUP OT TeHeH, UJIU MBI OCTABUM Te0s 3[1eCh Ha ITPOU3BOJI CyIbOBI, ¥ TBOM
noTeHIan Oymget 3aryoseH." 3aTeM OH OOCTAeT JeTOHATOp U OepeT ero B IIPaByio PYKY.

"YT0oOHI yIIPOCTUTH BEIOOD, S 3a7103KUJT 60MOBI BO BCeX IIKojax ['oTama. Eciiu TH He MPUCOeTUHUIIIBCS
K HaM, BCe OHM OYOyT OXBAaueHHI IJIaMEHeM, ¥ XOTS B 9THX IIKOJIaX MOXKeT OBITh He TaK MHOTO JIIOJeH,
3aJT0KHUKH, KOTOPBIX MBI TIOXUTHIIH, TOTUOHYT. Y TeOsi eCTh IecsATh CEKyH."

9T0 OBIIO pafiUKaIbHO U Hejeno. YTo 3aCTaBUIIO er0 3aiTH Tak Janeko? BapuaHTOB ero
paccyxneHuut 0b710 6eCKOHEYHOE MHOXKECTBO, T0O0 OH ITPOCTO COIIETT C YMa, YTO, TIOCJIE €T0
MHOTOYHCJIEHHBIX ITOTPyKeHul B My Jlazapsi, Ob110 OBl BIIOJIHE JIOTUYHO. Torma s IPHHSIT
eIUHCTBEHHOE pelleHue: OIHSI KJIIMHOK ¥ COTHYJI KOJIEHO, TTepefaBas ero eMy 06paTHo.

Ou no6enHo yNBIOHYIICS, B35IB y MEHS KJIMHOK, ¥ CKa3asl: "Xopomui BEI0Op, Muctep PykBya. A Temepb
MBI OTIIpaBisieMcs. [Jo4b, IOATOTOBE HAIEr0 HOBOT'O pekpyTa.”

OHa KWBHYJIa, Haflella Ha MeHS HaPy4YHWKH, a Ha TOJIOBY HAKHHYJIa MEIIOK, JIUIIIUB MEHS 3PEHHUs.
MHe BKOJIONH YCIIOKOUTEIHHOE, KOTOPOe HUYero He Hajo, HO, UCIIONb3Ys CBOM OUeHb OTpaHUYEeHHEIH
KOHTPOJIb Hafl TeJIoM Mepcepa ¥ IMUOHCKUH OIEIT JIouIa, T CMOT KMHTHPOBATh ITOTEPIO CO3HAHMS,
103BOJIUB cebe ocmabeTh, 3aMeIIuB cepaleOueHre U OhIXaHue.

3aTeM MeHs IOJHSI KTO-TO U3 HUHA3S, U OHU Hayda/u I'PY3UTh MEHS B ONUH U3 HEMHOTUX
T'PY30BUKOB, KOTOPEIE OBIJIA Y HUX ITOOIM30CTH, YTOOHR OTBE3TH Ha, KakK S Mpefnoaraio, adpogpoM 3a
ropogoM. B To BpeMs Kak OHM CHOBa 3a0MpalOT MeHs, CaXKaloT B CAaMOJIET, a 3aTEM OH B3JIETAET, 5
3a7aloCh BOIIPOCOM, Yero MHe Oy[IeT CTOUTh 3TO PelleHue B Oyayiem.
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