Mapra 3amepia, Koraa [ladHa 3aieBenuaach Ha KPOBATH, a CJI€IOM ITOCTIbIIIANCS €€ TUXUN COHHBIN
roJI0C.

— Trl Kyma?.. — cupocusa OHa M OXHYJIa, BHIIsAbIBas U3-3a OanpfaxnHa, — 00xke Moit! Trl moxoxa
Ha... CHexHy0 Koponesy.

— Cnacubo, — menHyna, ynebascs, Mapra.

— Tax Kyga THl B TaKylo HOYb? — IIOBTOpHJIa CBOY Bompoc [adHa, u [1sHCU TepeBepHYyIach Ha
opyro# 60K. [0BOPUTE, YTO OHA MEPENUCHBaNach ¢ MangoeM, puCKys ObITh YCIBIIIAHHOM, HE
xoTenock. [Toatomy MapTa ngnHyma:

— ... TonpocTelid mo3Baj Ha HOUHOE CBUOaHMe. Pemnia CXOOUTh.

— O... Hy nagHo, 3aBTpa pacckaxeib, — [ladHa 3eBHY/Ia, a MapTa, MpuOIN3UBIIKCE, CIIPOCHIIA:

— 4 mory B34Th oTHeBUCKU? breli3 xe Tebe mepenan?

Hadua yneiOHYNaCh, YTHKASACh JIUIOM B MOAYIIKY.

— Bort T®I Kakad... bepu, KoHEYHO.

— Cnacubo, — munuyB [TadhHy 3a OTOJIeHHbIH 60K, 0TYEr0 OHA JepHYIach U XUXUKHYa, MapTa
3ajepHy1a 6anmaxuH.

— CnokonHou HouH, [ladHa.

MapTa BHIIIINIA U3 CIIAJbHY, TYT XK€ IIPOBEPSS IepraMeHT.

— TwI Ipeqaraelnb MHE CeKC, fie Benmep?

Camnazap, HeT. OHa B3oxHYya. W, pemrast 60bllle He OTTATUBATh PA3roBOP, IPSIMO HaIKcanla:

— I'me THI?

— 310 mompoc?

— 4 X004y IIOTOBOPUTE.



— O yem?

— Carmna3sap, Mandoi, MpoCcTO HAIHUIIHN, TTIE€ THI.

— 3abynb 00 3ToM.

Mapra 4yTh He 3aCTOHalIa B roJIoC. Yaja Ha guBaH, 00HUMas OyTHUIKY.

— 4 ceiiyac HaYHy MUTH OJHA.

— 3amedarTenbHO, Oe Bennep. OTOPBUCH TaM.

OHa mpuKycHla KOHYHUK Iepa, pa3myMeiBas. I'me Mandoi MoXeT CKPBIBAaTLCS B TaKoe BpeMsi? MapTa
IIPOCUMTHIBAJIA B T'OJIOBE BaPHAHTHI, CPa3y OTCEUBas YIUYHbBIE JTOKALUK — TaM CJIUIITIKOM XOJIOTHO
ceituac. HaBepHska Marndoii roe-To 31eck, ¥ Hee o[ HOCOM. Bpsiy i 3T0 Oblin 3abpolleHHbIe
KaOuHeTH... CuimkoMm ouyeBUaHO? YepT, oHa He 3Hasia. YTo emé Morio ObTh? BanHas cTapocT?

Y xorga umest BHe3aIlHO MPHUIIIa Ha YM, MapTa cocKouuia ¢ Mecta. Maindoi HaBepHsSIKa
TIepeMeIascs 1Mo 3aMKy, YTOOH HY C KeM He ITepeceKaThCs. A HOUbI0 OTCUXKUBAJICS B KAKOM-HUOY b
TPYOHOMOCTYIIHOM MeCTe, YTOOR He IOMacThCs MPU 00X0ome XOTh Obl TeM ke (HaKyTbTeTCKUM
CTapocTaM.

Ona He ObUTa YBEpPEHA [0 KOHIIA, HO...

— 4 3Halo, rae THI.

— He npuxonu.

— IIpocTo mOXauCh MEHS.

— Bnsate, Kak T Oecutiib. 4 cka3zan — He Hamo. 4 yBepeH, TH 61edyerrs.

— Pa3 Tak yBepeH, Bo3bMU U J0XKOUCh. He Haliny, ¢ MmeHs 50 raajieoHoB.

— Tebs uctopusi ¢ MOHTerI0 HU4YeMy He Hay4dusia?

— Hayuwuna, 4To Hago OBepb B pa3feBasikKy 3aKphIBaTh.

— Jle Bennep, upu crathb.



— [ITo BcTpeun, Mangoii.

— ¢ cka3aj, ocTaBalCs B TOCTUHOM.

— 4 yxe uny.

— 41 Tebe He BepIo.

— Xouems cOexaTh? Beru mpsiMo ceiyac, MOTOMY 4TO S y&Ke psigoM. BoT TonbKO s T€0s YCIIBIILY.

— I'me TmI?

— Bbnusko, Mangoi. HaunHaeTcst Ha «aCTPOHOMHUYECKasi», 3aKaHYMBaeTCs Ha «bOamHsa». f Bcerma
Beqy, IOMHHUILb?

)%k

Tpek: The Winter — Balmorhea

Ona cHsna Ty¢mu, 4To0H He HIyMeTh. BOChIMM HOTaMM IIOOHUMAaach 0 BUHTOBOW JIECTHHUIIE,
Befylleil Ha ACTPOHOMHUYECKYI0 OalllHi0. MOp0o3 XKasuJjl rojible CTYIIHHU.

Mapra He cpa3y yBupena ero. Mangoii cufen y gaabHel CTeHHI O[] TyCK/IBIM CBETOM JIyHBL. XPYyTIKas
pemi€Tka 6ankoHa oTOpackiBana Ha HETO CBOIO TeHb. MapTa ImofyMasia, 4TO 3TO IT0X0XKe Ha KJIETKY —
HACTOJIbKO 06pedEHHbIH BUA OBl ¥ [Ipako. Kak y 3aTO4eHHOTO.

OH nOoQHSI TONOBY, ¥ MapTa BCTPETHIa €T0 MyCThIe, OhIIIAIINE X0100M Ir'na3a. C 3anepToii 60/IbI0
BHYTpH. E¥ CTano HECKOJIBKO CTHIAHO 3a CBOM Hapsn. CIUIIKOM IapafHblid, CIAIIKOM BEUEPHUH,
crumkoM... CyacTnuBhIl. MesKast pOCCHITh KaMHeM Ha ee 6eJIoM IjlaThe PaCKUABIBAIa PadyXKHBIE
OIMKH 110 CTeHAM.

OHa efjBa CIIBIIIHO BBIOXHYJIA, 605ICh ero ciyrHyTh. OCTOPOKHO MOOIIIA, OITyCKasCh Ha MOJI PSILOM,
TI0 JIEBYIO CTOPOHY, CXKUMasi B pyKe OyMaXHbIN ITakeT. BEITSAHYIa HOTH.

Ipako mon4ain. Kak el Ka3zanoch, efiBa CIepKUBacs, YTOOBI He MOCIAaTh €€ K 4epTYy.

MapTa BHITAIIMIA U3 ITaKeTa OYTHIIKY OTHEBUCKHY, OTKPYTHUIA KPHIIIKY ¥ IPOTSIHYTa eMy. OH
BBITIPSIMMIICS C IMYMHBIM B3[J0XOM, 3a4€ChIBasl Ha3ajl BOIOCH. He TIIsst B35 U3 ee PYK OTHEBUCKHU U
crmernas O0JIBIIOHN TTIOTOK.



OHa 103BOJIsA/Ia €My MOJI4aTh CTOJILKO, CKOJIBKO TPeOoBanoch, 00paTuB 3aAyMUUBHIN B3TISAT K
HOYHOMY 3BE31HOMY HeOy. Cepalle yIIeraock, X0Th U No-IpexHeMy Ob1710 6ecriokoiHo. ['1aBHOe, YTo
OHa ero Halllyla ¥ MOXeT IMOOKLITh PsigoM. Tak Bce Kak OyATO CTasio MPaBUIbHEIM.

XoonHOe IPUKOCHOBEHUE CTEKIIa K OT0JIeHHOM K0Xe. MapTa IoBepHYyJIa rojIoBY, YTOOb YBULETH,
Kak [[pako IpoTsaruBaeT ey OyThIKy. OMyCTOLIEHHYIO Ha TPETE.

Mapra 3abupaeT OrHeBUCKH, feitast HeOOIbIION TTTOTOK.

— Hoquy THI B IIJIaThe? — THUXO CIIpallnBaeT JZ[paKo, M T'OJIOC €Tr0 3BYYHUT TaK, CJIOBHO OH OYEHb
AJaBHO HU C KEM HE I'OBOPMII. On IIPOKAIIJINBAETCA B KYJIaK, cOuBas XPUIIOTLTY.

— YV MeHd cerofiHs OeHb POXKAEHUs, — B TOH eMy OTBedaeT MapTa, efiBa 3aMEeTHO YJIbI0asiCh.

OH noHMMaIoIle KUBaeT.

— C npasgrukoM, — cyxo. Ho Tem He MeHee:

— Cmacubo, Mandoii.

Marno¥ momHST TONOBY, TOCMOTPEB Ha Hee. MapTa cHeaa ellé OguH ITI0TOK, OTSHYIach B MaKeT,
BBEIYKMBast KOPOOKY KOHQET.

— He 3Hal0, HACKO/IbKO OHU BKYCHBIE, HO B HUX TOYHO HET AMOPTEHIIMH, — HETPOMKO CKa3ajla OHa,
IocTaBasi ONHY U IIpefJiaras emy.

Mamboﬁ HaHpH}KéHHO, HeqJoBep4YrnBO CMOTPEIL. BrispgbeiBancs, OETasCh IIOHSITE. MapTa KpaCHeJIa 1104
€TI0 UCIIBITYIOIITUM B3rJIsiIOM, HO HOYb YKPEIBAJla eeé YyBCTBa.

— He Bepuinb MHE? — OHa yIBIOHYyTach, 00HaXKas IMOUKU. CyHynTa KOH(ETY B POT, U, IPOXKEBLIBAS,
TKHYJIa TTajIblleM B 3aIIMCKy OT DHTOHHU.

— Kak Bupmuins, s He HECyCh K HEMY Ha KPBUIbSIX JII00BU, — CKa3ayia MaprTa.

Mandoi B3mOXHYI.

— ITouemy THI 30ech? — ycTano. MapTa onycTua rjaa3a, KaTas BO PTY BUIIHEBYIO XKeJIENHYI0
HA4YUHKY. Xopowuii Bonpoc, Mandoii. OueHs xopomuii. Ho BpsAQ 11 T 3aX04Yellb YCIBIIATh MOU
YeCTHBIA OTBeT. [IoaToMmy:

— A T IOYEMY?



Y pasgpaxeHHO:

— 3mech MeHsI He 3ae0bIBal0T BOIIPOCAMH.

MapTa IIOAKHUMaeT T'Y6I:I, HO [aJibIlle He JIe36eT. 3arjsaablBaeT B IIAaKeT, e Ha JHE JIEXKUT ITapa 9ygo-
XJIOIIYIIIEK. E#i OBl XOTEJIOCh 3allyCTUTh UX Ha CBOU IE€Hb pOoxXnoeHus. HOCMOTpeTb. Ho ona otcraBnsgeTt
nX B CTOPOHY. CMI/IpeHHO MOJIYHUT.

Ipako pyraet ce0s. [lyMaeT, Haxepa OH BOOOIIle TT03BOJIUI 3TOW BCTPEY€e COCTOSATHCH.
[TpuknapbBaeTcs: K OYTHUIKE, pelllasi, YTO €CJIM OHa CKaXkeT XOTh CJIOBO, OH IIOIINET €€ Kyna
nopasnbie. YToOw He mbITanach J1e3Th B myIry. MapTa me Bennep emy HUKTO. [Ipako maxe ¢ bieizom
He o6cyxkmaeT cBoux mpobieM. Bce HocuTt B cebe, ToKa He 0CTOe0EHUT IepexkuBaTh. [Ioka He
BBIMOTAET ce0s HaCTOIbKO, YTO CTAHET TYIIO ITOXYH.

— IMonro co6panack cumeTh? — rpybo GpocaeT OH, IEPEBOMAs Ha Hee B3TIsIA. MapTa efiBa 3aMeTHO
XMYpHUT OpOBH, HE TOBOPSI HU CJI0OBa. BepHee, maxe He yCIeBaeT CKa3aTh, TOTOMY 4TO:

— Kaxk xe MeHs Bce 6ecuT, — BOPYT TOBOPUT [Ipako, oTBopauuBasck. OH JeflaeT elle OfNUH TTI0TOK U
yTUpaeT ryObl MaHKeTOU pyOallKy.

— Jlau yragaro, Tel IIpPUILJIa IOCIyIIaTh, YTO CO MHOU IIPOMCXOOUT, Oe Bennep? — HaCMeLIIUBO
IIPOMOJIZKAeT OH, a ITOCJIe IPe3peHHo OpocaeT:

— Huxys THI He YCIIBIIUITD.

OHa MoT4a IepeBONUT Ha HeTO0 B3TJIAM, KyIasch B 9TOM yaylawoouel 6omu. BrisgasBaeTcs B ero
JIUII0, TTIOAMeYasi, KakK JKECTKO peXyTcs CKynbl. OHU CTalu elle oTYETIuBee. Mandoi CUIbHO
ucxygain. M Tonbko mosTomy MapTa He o0ukKaeTcst Ha Tpy00CTh, TIOTOMY 4TO SICHO BUAUT — ceidac
nepen Hel ManbyuilKa. [IpocToi MaibyuIlKa C MpauyHbIMU I'JIa3aMH, TJIyO0KO IepeXUBaroIui
KaKyI0-TO JINYHYIO TParenuio.

Ipako cxXuMaeT 4yentocTd. He CMOTPUT Ha HeE, HO, O/IATh, YYBCTBYET, UTO OHa u3y4daeT ero. Kak
HaceKoMoe ofl MuUKpockonoM. Yro Tebe HyxkHO? UTo Tebe, 614Th, HyKHO? ['Ta3eelrs Tak, CJIOBHO 5
OonbHOM. A MHe TIOXYH Ha 3TO, 3Haelb? AOCOIOTHO OXYH, e Bennep. MHe HOpManbHO 3[eCh
OJTHOMY.

— 4 X049y, YTOOKI THI CBaJinJla, — BKPAO4YMWBO I'OBOPHUT OH, 3aKPhIBas I''lla3d, — WHA4€ g CKaXy 4YTO-TO
He TO. YZKe I'OBOPIO 9TO-TO HE TO.

OH CIBILIXT IIOPOX ¥ IIOBOPAUMBaET TOJI0BY, YTOOH YBUIETh, KaK MapTa TSIHETCS PYKOH K Ty(QIIsM.
[TogTsiruBaeT XyAble KOJIEHKH, ¥ OH TOJIBKO Cefidac 3aMeyaeT ee MPO3PavyHble KOITOTKY, TOHKOH
IIIeJTKOBOM HUTHIO OTJIAKUBAOIINE KOXKY.



OHa memnsieT 3aCTEXKKY Ha UMKOI0TKe. Ha ogHOM, Ha mpyroii. [TogHuMaeTcs. [Ipako Kpemde
CXKMMaeT TOPJIBIIKO OYTHUIKY, pacmanssch. Camasap. Ero 6ecut sTa mokopHOCTh. Ero 6ecut ato
Mo4aHue. Ero 6ecuT, 4YTO UMEHHO OHA Hamucana. YTo UMEHHO OHA ITPUHECIIA BHIHUBKY.

Yro 3a xy#Hs, Oe Bennep? Tsl THIO BCs TakKasg xopoiasa? Cracubo, Mandoii. [Toxkanyiicta, Mandori.
Bce, uTo 3axouerns, Mandoi. Xynu T Takas CioKovWHasA? [loueMy HUKaK He pearupyelb? Thl
BCETMa, TBOIO MaTh, pearupyemrb. U Bcerga MeHs Gecutib. Tak 4TO XKe TH TeNepb 3aTKHYJACh?

['moTasi BUCKM, OH HAIIPSIZKEHHO CIIEOUT 3a TEM, KaK OHa YXOOUT, KaK CTyIaeT Ha JIECTHHUIILY.
I[TrITaeTCst YIOBUTE Ha ee JIKIe BEIpaXkKeHre pa3oyapoBaHusi. XOTh ONWH MaJIeUIINi IPU3HaK TOTO,
YTO CJIOBAMHM OH cfesa e 601pHO. Pa3 yxK mpuiiiia Ciofa, MyCTh BAPUTCS B 9TOM HepbMe.

Opzako Ha ee nulle 1eyioe ebanoe HUYero. [ToaTomy [Ipako He BhIIEPKUBAET:

— Brnaropapio 3a 3a00Ty, — U3eBaTeNIbCKY BHITIIEBEIBAET OH. Caja3ap, eMy X04eTCs YTOUTh CBOE
rope Ha OHe 3TOM OYTHIJIKY, YTOOL OTHEBHUCKH 3aJIUIIO JIETKKE U XKeNynoK. YToOk OISIOCKYU KITI0
Be31e, a He TOJILKO B CepAIle.
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